
HUME F3: Small town has big fun during festival. 12A

LOCALLY OWNED, LOYAL TO OUR COMMUNITY SATURDAY, AUGUST 3, 2019

75¢

In the  
know

TODAY’S WEATHER 

LET’S BE FRIENDS!

INDEX

CONTACT US

Calendar 2A
Classified 10B
History 3B
Hume Festival 12A 
Obituaries  5A
Sports 9-11A
State 12B

H 85 L 61
A pleasant summer day. 2A

To share a news tip, request  
an extra copy or to advertise,  
call 217-921-3216 or email  
nzeman@prairiepress.net.

Office Hours: 8:30 a.m.-5:30 p.m. 
Monday-Friday

History-themed 
mural completed

Trial enters into 
negotiations

Paris lawmaker 
makes it to top

Church of the 
Apostles located

Horizon joins 
reading program

RUNNER 
TAKES TITLE 
OF NORWAY 
MARATHON

Latest news, 
online extras

In Lot 50, artist Bryan 
Hand puts the finishing 
touches on his sprawling 
visual history of Paris.
C’EST LA VIE, 1B

Connor Scott’s defense 
seeks a plea deal during 
his ongoing murder case. 
NEWS, 3A

Illinois’ ninth governor, 
Augustus French, shaped 
the Midwest’s political 
landscape after finding his 
start in Paris.
HISTORY, 3B

Excavation uncovers an 
early church believed to 
have been built over the 
home of Peter and Andrew. 
GRACE, 5B

Horizon Health becomes 
the next Reach Out and 
Read site, focusing on the 
importance of books in 
childhood development.  
HEALTH, 7B

The son of a Chrisman 
native finished first in 
an ultra-marathon in 
Norway this past May. 
The 109 mile race was run 
above the Arctic Circle.   
SPORTS, 9A

Join the conversation 
and have fun with us on 
Facebook! Search for The 
Prairie Press and “like” us.

Cops and Bobbers
Police officers gear up for a fun day of fishing on Twin Lakes with local kids on Aug. 10

ENTER A WORLD OF PURE IMAGINATION

Nancy Zeman/The Prairie Press

The five winners of the Willy Wonka contest and their chaperones earn a tour of the famous Wonka Candy Factory 
in the “Willy Wonka Jr.” musical to be presented at 7 p.m. Friday and Saturday, Aug. 9-10, by the Paris Community 
Theater. Seated, from left, are Eli Brinkerhoff, Graham Templeton, Drew Templeton, Maddie Grace Slaven and Duerin 
Doty. Standing, from left, are Maelynn Redmon, Chase Ogle, Clare Young, Hayden David and Abby Sanders. Tickets for 
the production are available at Prospect Bank or online at www.pcofa.net.

“Wonka Jr.” coming soon

BY BRADEN CHITTICK
bradenandrewc@gmail.com

Every year, the Paris Po-
lice Department hosts a 
Cops and Bobbers event 
providing a chance for area 
children and their families to 
come and enjoy a morning 
of fishing with members of 
law enforcement and other 
volunteers.

“We take about 40 kids, 
they receive a tackle box, 
T-shirt, a fishing pole and 
they get lunch,” said Paris Po-
lice Officer Matt McConnell. 
“It’s basically just a day for 
the area to get out and spend 
a day with law enforcement.” 

Those wanting to partici-
pate must complete an appli-
cation form available at the 
police department. Aug. 7 is 

the deadline to apply.
“We have to limit the 

amount of kids we take, just 

because we only have so 
many supplies and volun-
teers,” said McConnell.

Cops and Bobbers is orga-
nized by the Paris Police De-
partment but officers from 
the Edgar County Sheriff ’s 
Department, Chrisman and 
Kansas police and other 
neighboring law enforce-
ment agencies also partici-
pate.

McConnell emphasized 
it is important the children 
have the opportunity to 
spend time with the officers 
in a relaxed situation so they 
can see police officers as real 
people who have families 
and do normal things like go 
fishing and enjoy picnics in 
the park.

“A lot of times when we see 
kids, it’s in bad circumstanc-
es,” McConnell said. “It’s a 
domestic issue with their 

family, or at a traffic stop. We 
want a chance to have a more 
positive interaction.”

Everything needed to have 
a fun morning of fishing with 
a police officer as a partner 
is supplied. The children do 
not have to bring anything, 
and parents and guardians 
are welcome to bring a pole 
and also participate.

“In the past, the conser-
vation office has waived the 
need for kids and their fam-
ilies to have fishing permits, 
and we’ll contact them and 
make sure this is still the 
case,” McConnell said.

 Cops and Bobbers is Aug. 
10 at Twin Lakes Park. Ap-
plications are available at 
the Police Department, 211 
Washington.

File Photo/The Prairie Press

Tylin LaBaume, right, landed a 9-inch crappie during the 2019 
Cops and Bobbers Fishing event at Twin Lakes Park. He is 
shown with Paris Police Officer Matt McConnell who co-ordi-
nates the event for the police department.

BY NANCY ZEMAN
nzeman@prairiepress.net

Paris Community Theater’s first 
children’s production, “Willy Wonka 
Jr.” is in final rehearsals for the produc-
tion scheduled Aug. 9-10 at the Paris 
Center of Fine Arts.

The production, under the direc-
tion of Tanner Laughlin and Agnes 
Wright, is presented at 7 p.m. Friday, 
Aug. 9 and Saturday, Aug. 10. All seats 
are reserved and may be purchased 
by stopping at the Prospect Bank or 
online at pcofa.net. All seats are $10.

Laughlin explained the children’s 
production was added this year be-
cause of the participation in last year’s 
first musical, “Joseph and the Amaz-
ing Technicolor Dreamcoat.”

“We had many children who 
participated and really enjoyed it,” 
Laughlin said. 

The July 2019 of “Mama Mia” did 

Nancy Zeman/The Prairie Press

What would a Willy Wonka, musical be without the Oompa-Loompas? The 
stage at the Paris Center of Fine Arts will be filled with Willy Wonka’s help-
ers for the Paris Community Theater’s production “Willy Wonka Jr.” at 7 p.m. 
Friday and Saturday, Aug. 9-10. These Oompa-Loompa are, from left, Gaige 
Burks, David Hawkins, Addison Martin, Madelyn Frank and Taylor Shewey.See WONKA JR., Page 8A

BY GARY HENRY
ghenry@prairiepress.net

The Link Art Gallery in Paris 
is participating in a new exhib-
it honoring an artist with Edgar 
County roots.

The Swope Art Museum at 
Terre Haute is mounting an ex-
hibit of Alice Baber’s paintings. 
Museum curator Edward Trover 
visited the Link Gallery Thurs-
day, Aug. 1, to borrow 15 paint-
ings from the gallery’s permanent 
Baber collection.

“What is interesting is seeing 
her evolution from when she was 
a student at IU to her abstracts, 
which she was noted for,” said 
Trover.

Baber (1928-1982) was an art-
ist, writer, educator and traveler. 
During her lifetime, she lived in 
New York City and France. Her 
work was exhibited internation-
ally with showings in India, Ja-
pan and Iraq. She was selected 
by the United States Information 
Agency to do a four-month tour 
of 13 Latin American countries 
where she exhibited her art and 
lectured.    

Baber’s work history included 
art editor at McCall’s Magazine 
and artist in residence at the Uni-
versity of New Mexico’s Tama-
rind Institute. She also taught 
painting at the New School in 
New York City, the University of 
California at Santa Barbara and 
the University of California at 
Berkeley.

Trover said Baber was consid-
ered a successful artist while alive. 
She was represented by a New 
York art gallery and her works are 
in the collections of several major 
art museum, including the Smith-
sonian American Art Museum.

“She was not only an artist but 
also recognized as a curator, who 
organized other artist’s exhibi-
tions,” said Trover.

He is especially intrigued by 
her use of color and explained 
the Swope exhibition is taking an 
unusual approach with a strong 
emphasis on Baber’s earlier piec-
es before she gained recognition.

Swope to 
feature art by 
Alice Baber

See SWOPE, Page 8A

BY GARY HENRY 
ghenry@prairiepress.net

The Paris Park Board re-
viewed the recent Indepen-
dence Day celebration in 
Twin Lakes Park and started 
laying the foundation for im-
provements to Holiday in the 
Park. 

“I got a lot of positive feed-
back on the fireworks,” said 
board member Jodi Theirl, 
noting some people com-
mented the show seemed 
short, but she appreciated 
it was constant without any 
pauses. The park board met 

Tuesday, July 30. 
Chris Redman, superin-

tendent of streets, alleys and 
parks, explained the fireworks 
display was a bit shorter than 
in past years for an unavoid-
able reason. He said a down-
pour of rain shortly before the 
show was scheduled to start 
soaked some of the items al-
ready in place and rendered 
them useless.

Some of the mortars did 
not fire and the grand fina-
le, including a ground level 
American flag, was too wet to 
ignite. 

“I thought the food trucks 
were neat,” said Theirl.

The park board brought in 
several food trucks to provide 
more options for the crowd 
and the consensus was to in-
clude the trucks next year.

With the Independence 
Day festivities out of the way, 
park board members are now 
turning their attention to Hol-
iday in the Park.

Board member Casey 
Redman said the committee 
working on the winter event 
wants to have an opening pro-
gram with special activities 

instead of just turning on the 
lights Thanksgiving night.

Some ideas under con-
sideration include bringing 
Santa Claus to town on the 
Friday night after Thanksgiv-
ing. Since he is due to arrive 
in Paris the next day as part 
of the Christmas in Paris cele-
bration, committee members 
think he might be willing to 
arrive early to participate in 
the park festivities.

The new feature in 2018 of 
a lighted tunnel on the exit 
road proved a popular spot 
for locals to take social media 

photos. Casey Redman said 
the committee has discussed 
taking that a step further by 
having three designated pho-
tographers in the park that 
night. One to take photos of 
Santa with children, anoth-
er would be stationed at the 
light tunnel and the third at a 
giant ornament where people 
might pose for family Christ-
mas card pictures.

Another item on the de-
sired list is finding a local or-
ganization to sponsor a fun 
run in the park with runners 

Park board looking toward winter holidays

See PARK, Page 8A



TODAY

STEAM THRESHING
The Third Annual Steam Threshing 
event is 1-8 p.m. Aug. 2 and 9 a.m.-
3 p.m. Aug. 3 at the Illinois Amish 
Heritage Center, Arcola. The event 
features the threshing of oats by a 
1924 steam tractor and threshing 
machine.

SPAGHETTI FUNDRAISER
PACE, an organization that helps 
people with disabilities living in 
Edgar, Douglas, Piatt, Vermilion 
and Champaign counties is 
having a fundraising spaghetti 
supper 4:30-7:40 p.m. today 
at Good Shepherd Lutheran 
Church, 2101 S. Prospect Ave., 
Champaign. Tickets are $10. 

HISTORICAL SOCIETY OPEN 
The Edgar County Historical 
Society is open from 10 a.m. to 3 
p.m. today and the first and third 
Saturdays of every month for 2019

RELAY FOR LIFE
The Edgar County Relay for Life 
is 2-9 p.m. today, Aug. 3, at the 
Spicer Pavilion in Twin Lakes Park. 
Relay for Life raises money to help 
fund cancer research.

MONDAY

COMMUNITY KITCHEN
The community kitchen serves 
from 4:30-6 p.m. every Monday, 
weather permitting, and exclusive 
of holidays, at the Human 
Resources Center, 118 E. Court 
Street, Paris. 

RURAL SCHOOL REUNION
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REGISTRATION FOR DOC ACKLIN RACE DUE AUG. 9
Registration is still being accepted for the third annual Doc 
Acklin Race Aug. 31 at Paris High School. Registration must be 
received by Aug. 9 to guarantee a 2019 race shirt. Otherwise, 
participants can sign up for the race up until, and including, the 
day of the event. To register, purchase a shirt, or donate, visit 
MyHorizonHealth.org/DocAcklinRace. A three-mile race open 
to the public starts at 7:30 a.m. on the school’s cross-country 
course. Anyone is welcome to participate by running and/or 
walking. Following the open race, an invitational for local high 
school cross-country teams begins. The cost of the open race is 
$10 per person; or participants can register and receive a race 
T-shirt for $20. T-shirt sizes must be specified on the registration 
form. Those unable to participate may opt to make a donation. 
All proceeds benefit the Horizon Health Doc Acklin Scholarship. 
The race is sponsored by Horizon Health and Paris High School 
in memory of the late Dr. James Acklin, who passed away Aug. 
23, 2015. He retired in 1994 after 34 years of service at Paris 
Community Hospital as a family physician. For more information 
about the event, call 217-466-4294.

SHARE YOUR EVENT
Community events are published for free as space allows.  
For inclusion in the community calendar, submit the name of the 
event, a brief description of it, location, cost to attend (if any), a 
contact name and phone number/email for the public. To submit:

Email: nzeman@prairiepress.net
Mail: Community Calendar, 101 N. Central, Paris, Ill., 61944
Questions? call 217-921-3216.

DON’T MISS

PLAN YOUR WEEK

LOCAL FORECAST

 TODAY SUNDAY MONDAY  TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY

85   61
Prec: 0%

86   63
Prec: 0%

88  68
Prec: 0%

87   66
Prec: 40%

85   62
Prec: 10%

84   64
Prec: 0%

82   61
Prec: 0%

TODAY — Mostly sunny and seasonal with 
highs in the mid 80s.

SUNDAY — Another summer-like day 
with mostly sunny skies and highs in the 
mid 80s.

MONDAY — Temperatures climb into the 
upper 80s under mostly sunny skies.

Values are afternoon highs ... overnight lows (next morning) ... chance for precipitation. 

ALMANAC SUN AND MOON
 Sun Moon
 Rise Set  Rise Set
TODAY 5:52 a.m. 8:02 p.m. 8:44 a.m. 10:08 p.m.

FRIDAY 5:53 a.m. 8:01 p.m. 9:57 a.m. 10:41 p.m.

SATURDAY 5:54 a.m. 7:59 p.m. 11:09 a.m. 11:21 p.m.

SUNDAY 5:55 a.m. 7:58 p.m. 12:18 p.m. 11:44 p.m.

MONDAY 5:56 a.m. 7:57 p.m. 1:26 p.m. --

TUESDAY 5:56 a.m. 7:56 p.m. 2:32 p.m. 12:18 a.m.

WEDNESDAY 5:57 a.m. 7:55 p.m. 3:35 p.m. 12:54 a.m.

Paris through noon Tuesday.

Temperature
High/Low . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .84°/65°
Record High . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 107° in 1897
Record Low. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 47° in 1920

Precipitation
Month to date . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 0.00”
Normal month to date . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 0.39”
Year to date . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 30.07”
Normal year to date . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 25.46”

NORMAL:    High: 84   Low: 65     More weather: go to www.prairiepress.net and click on weather. 

EVERETT LAU
EVERETT LAU

Weather
Wizard

@elau_weather on Twitter
@EdgarCoWx on Twitter

Paris Area Weather 

ACCURACY CHECKS
Everyone makes mistakes.  

We strive to make fewer of 
them.  It is our policy to check 
every story for its accuracy. 
If you were contacted for an 
article and the information 
wasn’t verified, please contact 
Publisher Nancy Zeman at 
217-921-3216 or nzeman@
prairiepress.net. 

If you spot a factual error,  
let us know that, too. 

BE A PART OF OUR PAPER
We invite our readers and the 

Edgar County community to 
join the discussion to make your 
newspaper better. 

We’d love to hear what you 
think. Drop us an email or stop 
by the office.

Have you got a news tip? 
Call us at 217-921-3216, email 
us at nzeman@prairiepress.net 
or ghenry@prairiepress.net or 
message us on Facebook. 

We always welcome family, 
club, church and community 
news for publication in The Prai-
rie Press/Paris Beacon-News. 

TALK BACK

ABOUT US

Business office: 101 N. Central 
Ave., Paris, IL  61944

Office hours: 8:30 a.m.-5:30 p.m.
Phone: 217-921-3216
Publisher: Nancy Roberts Zeman
Editor: Gary Henry
Contributors: Suzanne Williams, 
Ruth Patchett, Ned Jenison, Rog-
er Stanley and Danny Briseno.
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Tina Jones, Christian Colvin, Cin-
dy Spencer and Danny Briseno
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Advertising: Nancy Zeman/

Michelle Jacobs
Ad Design: Jennifer Macke
Page Design: Samantha Tucker, 

Mary Beth Walls
Deadlines: Community news 

submissions are due 5 p.m. 

Wednesday prior to the 
Saturday publication.  Adver-
tising (display or classifieds 
ads) are due 1 p.m. Thursday 
prior to the Saturday publica-
tion. 

About Us: The Prairie Press 
Paris Beacon News (USPS 
420580) is published weekly 
on Saturday by Prairie Bea-
con LLC and is delivered to 
residents in and around Edgar 
County, Clark County, Doug-
las County, Vermilion County 
and Coles County, Ill. 

The publisher assumes no liability 
through typographical error 
and in no event will liability 
be assumed for merchandise 
incorrectly priced. 

 Copyright 2019 by Prairie Beacon 
LLC. All rights reserved. Re-
production in whole or in part 
without written permission is 
prohibited. 
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Anyone who attended a one-
room country school in Edgar 
County is invited to attend the 
Rural School Reunion 12:30 p.m. 
Aug. 11 at the First Christian 
Church in Paris. The cost is $14 
per person and reservations 
must be made and paid for by 
Aug. 5. Contact Marge Hough-
land, 221 Clark Street, Paris or 
call 217-463-7610 or 217-822-
7610

TUESDAY

EVENING TOPS MEETING
TOPS Illinois #2318 meets every 
Tuesday in the basement of the 
Presbyterian Church. Weigh-
in starts at 5:45 p.m. and the 
meeting is 7 p.m. Contact Janice 

Stevens at 217-808-0078 for 
more information.

WEIGHT WATCHERS MEETING
Weight Watchers meets every 
Tuesday in the basement of the 
Edgar County Farm Bureau build-
ing, 210 W. Washington, Paris. 
Weigh-in starts at 5 p.m. and 
the meeting begins at 5:30 p.m. 
Information about the Weight 
Watchers system is available at 
www.weightwatchers.com, or by 
attending a meeting.

BEE WELL FUN RUN
The Bee Well Fun Run for children 
is 6:30 p.m. Aug. 6 in Twin Lakes 
Parks. Children of all ages can get 
active by participating in a series 
of dashes or longer half-mile and 

mile-runs. This is a free activity 
sponsored by Bee Well of Edgar 
County.

THURSDAY

MORNING TOPS MEETINGS
TOPS #IL 1563 meets every 
Thursday morning at the Highland 
Manor Community Room with 
weigh-ins beginning at 8 a.m. and 
the meeting starting at 9 a.m. 
More information is available by 
attending a meeting or calling Jo 
Ellen Edmonds at 251-4722.

BEE WELL FUN RUN
The Bee Well Fun Run for children 
is 6:30 p.m. Aug. 8 in Twin Lakes 
Parks. Children of all ages can get 
active by participating in a series 
of dashes or longer half-mile and 
mile-runs. This is a free activity 
sponsored by Bee Well of Edgar 
County.

MUSIC IN THE PARK
Music in the Park features 
Sawyer Brothers playing country 
6:30 p.m. Aug. 8 at Spicer Pavil-
ion in Twin Lakes Park.

VFW AUXILIARY DINNER
The weekly VFW Auxiliary dinner is 
5-7 p.m. at the post home on West 
Court Street. The cost is $5. Drinks 
are 50 cents and dessert is $1.

UPCOMING

CAMPBELL REUNION 
The 2019 Campbell family reunion 
is Aug.11 at Twin Lakes Park. A car-
ry-in meal is served at 12:30 p.m. 
CST. More information is available 
by calling 812-230-8991.

TEACHERS BREAKFAST
The 70th Annual Teachers 
Breakfast sponsored by Paris 
Area Church Women is 8:30 a.m. 
Aug. 14 at Lake Ridge Christian 
Church. This event is for all Paris 
educators and serves as the pub-
lic introduction of new teachers.

MUSIC IN THE PARK
Music in the Park features the 
Troy Stone Band playing classic 
rock 6:30 p.m. Aug. 15 at Spicer 
Pavilion in Twin Lakes Park.

HISTORICAL SOCIETY OPEN
The Edgar County Historical 
Society is open from 10 a.m. to 3 
p.m. today and the first and third 
Saturdays of every month for 2019

MCCONCHIE/BAKER REUNION
The McConchie/Baker families 
reunion is noon Aug. 18 at the Li-
ons Shelter, Mill Creek Park, north 
of Marshall. Families are asked to 
bring a dish for the potluck noon 
meal. 

MILLER REUNION   
The Miller Reunion is Sunday 
Aug. 18 at West Twin Lakes Park. 
Those attending are asked to 
bring a covered dish to share. 
More information is available by 
calling 618-554-6673.

Paris • 101 S. Central Ave. • 465-6381

firstmid.com

What can you 
expect with a home 
loan from First Mid? 
•  EASE OF APPLYING ONLINE! 

•  VARIETY OF FINANCING OPTIONS

•  Personal service from a LOCAL 
KNOWLEDGEABLE LENDER.

Visit our Online
Mortgage Center at 
FIRSTMID.COM

Darla McClure
Retail Loan Officer
NMLS#1786317
dmcclure@firstmid.com
217-465-0211

Return coupon to Darla at First Mid and receive this special offer.

FREE APPRAISAL
with a new First Mid Purchase Mortgage Application.

UP TO $400 CREDIT.

SUBJECT TO TERMS AND APPROVAL. 
ONE DISCOUNT OFFER PER CUSTOMER. 

MAXIMUM CREDIT $400.

OFFER GOOD FOR OWNER-
OCCUPIED PURCHASE 

MORTGAGE APPLICATIONS 
RECEIVED THROUGH 12/31/2019.
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Tickets On Sale Now - Prospect Bank or www.pcofa.net

WANT A 
BETTER JOB?

CLASSES BEGIN
AUGUST 19!

ENROLL TODAY
TO GET STARTED!

Call 217-234-5434 or
visit lakelandcollege.edu

LLC Fall Registration AD 0719 Prairie Press.indd   1 7/23/2019   9:58:25 AM

I’m sure everyone is getting super ex-
cited to send kids back to school!  It’s 
also a good time to think about how im-

portant it is for kids to have good vision.  Teachers 
know to look for signs of reading difficulty or squint-
ing while trying to see the smartboard but even with 
vision screenings as many as half of all children’s 
vision problems are not found until having a com-
prehensive eye examination.  Thankfully Illinois 
requires an exam before entering kindergarten but 
ongoing care is important too.  The American Opto-
metric Association recommends yearly eye exams 
while in school.  Also remember that most of what 
we learn is visual to be sure to give children every 
chance to learn as much as they can in these early 
years and don’t forget to visit your favorite eye care 
professional!

EYES
On Back to School
By Aaron Rhoads, O.D.

Chittick Family Vision Center
Committed to your total vision health

Aaron Rhoads, O.D., Optometrist
112 S. Main Street, Box 95  Paris, IL

(217) 465-6461

Vermilion Volunteer Fire Department 
27th Annual

Pork Chop Supper 
Saturday, August 10th, 2018 

Serving 4:00 to 7:00 p.m.
KC Hall, Paris, IL

Donation  
$8.00
Dine-in or
Drive-thru
(enter drive thru 

from Edgar Street)

If didn’t tell you … 
who would?

BY SUZANNE WILLIAMS  
swilliamsprairiepress@gmail.com

MARSHALL - Negotia-
tions for a guilty plea agree-
ment are still underway in the 
Connor Scott murder case.

In a brief pretrial conference 
Monday, July 29, Scott’s public 
defender William McGrath 
confirmed talks are underway 
for a negotiated plea.

“We are making progress 
on this case,” McGrath told 
Circuit Judge Tracy E. Resch, 
adding, “It’s not resolved yet.”

Scott, 25, is accused of 
shooting and killing his then 
girlfriend Kaylin Whitaker of 
Terre Haute, five years ago, 
when he lived in Martins-
ville. He has since moved to 
Danville, Ind.   He reportedly 
walked into the Danville Po-
lice Department earlier this 
year and confessed to the 2014 

murder after it was announced 
the Illinois State Police had se-
cured a warrant for his arrest.

I n i t i a l l y, 
W h i t a k e r ’s 
death was 
ruled a sui-
cide. Howev-
er, after much 
investigation, 
it was ruled a 
homicide one 

year later in 2015.
Resch vacated the August 

trial date and continued the 
trial to Sept. 10, with another 
pretrial conference scheduled 
Aug. 26.

“I believe an agreement will 
be made by then,” said Mc-
Grath.

Scott remains in the custody 
of the Clark County Sheriff’s 
Department on $1 million 
bond

BY GARY HENRY
ghenry@prairiepress.net

Paris Police Chief Eric 
Brown confirms two Par-
is children went missing 
early in the week but 
were found after a search.

He was unable to pro-
vide much information 
since the incident did not 
result in an investigation 
and report.

Brown said the depart-
ment received a trans-
fer call from the Edgar 
County 911 dispatch 

BY GARY HENRY
The Prairie Press

Paris residents are receiv-
ing phone calls claiming to 
raise money for both the 
Paris Fire Department and 
the Paris Police Depart-
ment.

Paris Fire Chief Brian 
Gates said Wednesday, July 
31, neither agency is doing 
phone solicitations.

Gates became aware of 
the situation Wednesday 

SPECIAL TO THE PRAIRIE PRESS

The Edgar County High-
way Department closed Staley 
Road July 31 to accommodate 
construction of a bridge over 
Sugar Creek. 

No traffic is allowed to use 
Staley Road and the closed 
section encompasses approx-
imately 1,635 feet starting 

at County Highway 4, also 
known as the Lower Terre 
Haute Road. 

County Highway 4 remains 
open but anyone anticipating 
the use of Staley Road must 
find alternate routes. 

Construction work and the 
closure are expected to last 
from now through most of 
November. 

Plea negotiations 
continue in trial

SCOTT

Paris fire, police 
departments are 
not doing phone 
solicitations

Missing children 
found unharmed

Phone scam active
when a resident contacted him 
asking about the calls. 

“She got a call from some-
body calling himself Collin 
asking for money for the police 
department,” said Gates. “A lit-
tle later she got a call from a guy 
who said his name was John 
claiming he was raising money 
for the fire department. When 
she said no both times, they 
immediately hung up.”

Gates wants the public to 
know that neither department 
is making calls seeking money. 
Anybody who agrees to pro-
vide money is being scammed 
and the money is going to 
some criminal organization 
and not the police or the fire 
departments.   

center at 8:30 p.m. Tues-
day, July 30, reporting two 
children missing from an 
address on South Central 
Street. Officers did go to 
the address, and community 
residents aware of the situ-
ation started several unoffi-
cial searches.

The two missing female 
juveniles were delivered to 
the Paris Police Department 
at 10:43 p.m. July 30 by an 
adult female who told po-
lice personnel she found the 
girls on state Route 16.

Staley Road closed

SPECIAL TO THE PRAIRIE PRESS

KERRVILLE — Soon 
children will again be tak-
ing their lunches to school, 
and because they are at 
higher-than-normal risk for 
foodborne illness, parents 
and caregivers need to pack 
those lunches with food safe-
ty in mind, said a Texas A&M 
AgriLife Extension Service 
expert.

According to the Centers 
for Disease Control and Pre-
vention, almost 50 percent of 
annual salmonella infections 
happen to infants and school-
age children.

“Food left at room tem-
perature for too long of a 
time can put children at risk 
for foodborne illness,” said 
Rebecca Dittmar, AgriLife 
Extension specialist in food 
protection management, Ker-
rville. “This is especially true 
during the summer months 
and the first few months of 
the school year.”

Dittmar noted children 
typically have a higher risk 
of foodborne illness as their 
immune systems are not suf-
ficiently developed to resist 
the bacteria that can grow on 
foods.

According to the U.S. De-
partment of Agriculture, food 
at temperatures between 40 
and 140 degrees are in the 
danger zone and can allow 
bacteria to double in number 
in as little as 20 minutes.

For many foods, leaving 
them out at room tempera-
ture for longer than two hours 
can be risky.

To help prevent bacteria 
and foodborne illness, the 

USDA and Dittmar offer the 
following tips:

— Use an insulated lunch 
box or double paper bags.

“If your children are taking 
a lunch requiring refrigera-
tion, find out if they have ac-
cess to a refrigerator at school 
and remind them to put their 
lunch in it as soon as they 
get to school,” she said. “And 
be sure to clearly mark your 
child’s name on the bag or 
container.”

— Use cold packs to cool 
perishable items such as 
lunch meats, eggs, cheese, 
milk and yogurt.

“These cold packs should 
also be used even in insulat-
ed lunch boxes or bags when 
there’s perishable food in-
side,” Dittmar said. “You can 
also freeze water or juice and 
use that to keep perishables 
cold, and the liquids should 
thaw by lunchtime.”

While preparing foods in 
advance for school lunches 
is fine, Dittmar said it’s best 
to pack them just before the 
child leaves for school.

“You can freeze some food 
for lunches, but it’s not always 
a good idea to freeze all the 
ingredients,” she said. “For ex-
ample, it’s usually not best to 
freeze complete sandwiches 
containing mayonnaise, let-
tuce, pickles or tomatoes or 
onions, as these don’t usually 
taste particularly good when 
thawed. Keep these add-ons 
in a separate plastic bag or 
container so your child can 
put them on the sandwich 
just before eating it.”

— Use a thermos or other 
insulated container to keep 
hot lunches at a warm tem-

perature.
“If you put boiling water 

into the container and let it sit 
for a few minutes, then pour 
the water out and put in the 
hot food – like soup, stew or 
chili – this will help keep the 
contents warm until lunch-
time,” she said.

— Leave lunches in the re-
frigerator overnight if packing 
them the night before.

“To ensure the best re-
sults, store with the lid of the 
lunchbox or bag left open in 
the refrigerator so there’s op-
timal air circulation to cool it 
down,” she said.

— Put individually pack-
aged disposable wipes in the 
lunch box or bag and remind 
children to use them before 
and after eating. This also re-
inforces the importance of 
hand cleaning and washing 
before meals.

— Discard all used lunch 
packaging and bags, and clean 
lunch boxes after use.

“Leftover food should 

Food safety for packing children’s lunches
also be discarded after lunch 
too, along with all used food 
packaging and paper bags,” 
she said. “Reusing packag-
ing is a bad idea as it could 
contaminate other food and 
cause foodborne illness. And 
keeping unrefrigerated per-
ishables in a lunch box or 
bag so you can eat them later 
means they’ll probably be in 
the temperature danger zone 
for a while and could become 
a safety risk.”
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Your One-Stop
LIQUOR STORE

(217) 463-5010
601 E. Jasper St.
Paris, IL  61944

We also have....
Lottery, Video Gaming, Groceries and Great Wine  Selection

MON-TH   7 a.m.- 10 p.m.

FRI-SAT    7 a.m.-12 a.m.

SUN          12 p.m. - 7 p.m.

**Watch for our in-store specials!**

for all your beer, wine & liquor needs.

ASHER & SMITH
Attorney’s at Law

(217)
465-6444

1119 N. Main St.  •  Paris, Illinois

General Practice with Emphasis in:

Personal Injury

Workers’ Compensation

Wills and Estate Planning

Estate Administration

Real Estate

S. Craig Smith*
craig@ashersmithlaw.com

Robert Morris

*“Million Dollar 
Advocates Forum 

Member”

BY SUZANNE WILLIAMS  
swilliamsprairiepress@gmail.com

Individuals appearing be-
fore the bench for the July 22 
and July 25 criminal and traf-
fic calls in Edgar County Cir-
cuit Court included:  

IN CUSTODY
nGarrett A. Comstock, 29, 

Marshall, appeared in custody 
and was charged with a Class 
3 felony possession of meth-
amphetamine, a Class A mis-
demeanor resisting a police 
officer and a Class C misde-
meanor disorderly conduct. 
Bond was set at $20,000. The 
public defender was appoint-
ed and the matter was contin-
ued for the preliminary hear-
ing. Comstock was remanded 
to custody pending posting of 
bond.
nCody D. Craig, 34, Par-

is, appeared in custody for 
missing a previous court ap-
pearance. He learned the state 
withdrew a petition to revoke 
his conditional discharge 
sentence for a Class A misde-
meanor battery conviction. 
The matter was continued for 
a jail status review hearing. 
He was granted a personal 
recognizance bond and was 
remanded to custody pending 
posting of bond.
nDevon L. Deweese, 19, 

Paris, appeared in custody and 
was charged with a Class 2 fel-
ony arson and a Class 4 felony 
criminal damage to property. 
He told the court he will hire 
an attorney. Bond was set at 
$20,000 and the matter was 

continued for the preliminary 
hearing.
nIn another matter, De-

weese’s unresolved Class 
A misdemeanor domestic 
battery and a Class A mis-
demeanor resisting a police 
officer charges were contin-
ued for a pretrial conference. 
He was remanded to custody 
pending posting of bond. 
nTyson W. Ducharme, 34, 

Vermilion, appeared in cus-
tody and was charged with a 
Class 2 felony burglary and a 
Class A misdemeanor theft. 
Bond was set at $25,000 and 
the public defender was ap-
pointed. The matter was con-
tinued for the preliminary 
hearing. He was remanded to 
custody pending posting of 
bond.
nAshley Y. Dye, 25, Oak-

land, appeared in custody 
and was charged with a Class 
3 felony possession of meth-
amphetamine and a Class 4 
felony possession of a con-
trolled substance. The public 
defender was appointed and 
the matter was continued for 
a first appearance with coun-
sel. Dye was released on a 
recognizance bond. She was 
remanded to custody pending 
release processing.
nSarah L. Hall, 31, Par-

is, appeared in custody. Hall 
was charged and pleaded not 
guilty with a jury trial demand 
to a Class A misdemeanor bat-
tery. Bond was set at $1,500 
and the public defender was 
appointed. The matter was 
continued for a pretrial con-

Cases continue moving in Edgar County Circuit Court   
ference. She was remanded 
to custody pending posting of 
bond.
nChad T. Labaume, 42, 

Paris, appeared in custody, 
waived the preliminary hear-
ing and pleaded not guilty 
with a jury trial demand to a 
Class X felony home invasion 
and a Class 4 felony criminal 
trespass to a residence. Bond 
was reduced to $25,000 from 
the original bond of $40,000. 
The matter was continued for 
a pretrial conference. Labau-
me was remanded to custody 
pending posting of bond.
nAmber J. McClaskey, 38, 

Clinton, Ind., appeared in cus-
tody for missing a previous 
court appearance. She was 
found to be in default of pay-
ments for her Class A misde-
meanor retail theft conviction, 
and the matter was turned 
over to collections. She was 
released on a personal recog-
nizance bond and remanded 
to custody pending release 
processing.
nKassady C. Neibarger, 30, 

Paris, appeared in custody and 
entered a negotiated guilty 
plea to a Class 3 felony theft 
charge. She was sentenced 
to 180 days in jail with credit 
for 80 days previously served 
with good conduct credit to 
apply, 30 months of proba-
tion, restitution in the amount 
of $3,600, a $500 fine, court 
costs, various state fees and or-
dered to obtain counseling per 
an evaluation. In exchange for 
the plea, the state dismissed a 
Class 2 felony burglary charge.

In another matter, the pe-
titions to revoke Neibarger’s 
probation sentence for a Class 
2 felony burglary conviction 
and a Class 3 felony failure to 
return from a furlough con-
viction were continued for a 
petition hearing. She was re-
manded to custody.
nDaniel L. Robinson, 31, 

Paris, appeared in custody. He 
was charged with a Class 3 fel-
ony threatening a public offi-
cial and a Class 4 felony crimi-
nal damage to property. Bond 
was set at $25,000. The public 
defender got the case and the 
matter was continued for the 
preliminary hearing. Robin-
son was remanded to custody 
pending posting of bond.
nDanielle L. Sass, 33, Paris, 

appeared in custody for miss-
ing a previous court appear-
ance. The unresolved petition 
to revoke her conditional dis-
charge sentence for a Class C 
misdemeanor disorderly con-
duct conviction and an unre-
solved Class A misdemeanor 
domestic battery charge were 
continued for pretrial confer-
ences. Sass was remanded to 
custody pending posting of 
bond.

nBlake B. Sawyer, 32, Paris, 
appeared in custody. He was 
charged with two counts of a 
Class 4 felony aggravated flee-
ing from police. The public de-
fender was appointed and the 
matter was continued for the 
preliminary hearing. He was 
also charged and pleaded not 
guilty with a jury trial demand 
to a Class A misdemeanor 
driving on a revoked license, a 
Class A misdemeanor reckless 
driving and a Class A misde-
meanor speeding. The matter 
was continued for a pretrial 
conference. He was remanded 
to custody pending posting of 
bond.
nLeroy J. Schmitt, 35, Par-

is, appeared in custody and 
pleaded not guilty with a jury 
trial demand to a Class C mis-
demeanor disorderly conduct 
charge. His oral motion for a 
personal recognizance bond 
was denied. Schmitt was re-
manded to custody pending 
posting of bond.
nJessica L. Christopher 

York, 39, Paris, appeared in 
custody, waived the prelimi-
nary hearing and pleaded not 
guilty with a jury trial demand 
to a Class 1 felony residential 
burglary charge. Bond was 
reduced to $5,000 from the 
original bond of $10,000. A 
pretrial conference was sched-
uled and York was remanded 
to custody pending posting of 
bond.

CHARGES
nMandy L. Blackwell, 45, 

Vandalia, was charged and 
pleaded guilty to a Class A 
misdemeanor driving on a 
suspended license. She was 
sentenced to one year of con-
ditional discharge, a $300 fine, 
court costs and various state 
fees.
nJohnathan R. Board, 30, 

Paris, was charged with a Class 
A misdemeanor driving on a 
suspended license. The public 
defender was appointed. The 
matter was continued for a 
first appearance with counsel.
nAudrey J. Childress, 

32, Paris, was charged and 
pleaded guilty to a Class A 
misdemeanor driving under 
the influence of alcohol. The 
matter was continued for the 
sentencing hearing.
nRichard A. Martinez, 33, 

Paris, was presented with a 
petition to revoke his condi-
tional discharge sentence for a 
Class A misdemeanor driving 
on a suspended license con-
viction. The case went to the 
public defender. The matter 
was continued for a first ap-
pearance with counsel.
nTyler D. Mitchell, 19, 

Robinson, was charged with a 
Class B misdemeanor speed-
ing. He told the court he will 

hire at attorney. The matter 
was continued for a first ap-
pearance with counsel.
nCaden S. Petticrew, 18, 

Paris, was charged with a 
Class A misdemeanor resist-
ing a police officer. The public 
defender was appointed and a 
not guilty plea with a jury tri-
al demand was entered. The 
matter was continued for a 
pretrial conference.
nDeborah L. Petticrew, 59, 

Paris, was charged with a Class 
A misdemeanor contributing 
to the delinquency of a mi-
nor. The public defender was 
appointed and the matter was 
continued for a first appear-
ance with counsel.
nAustin D. Toler, 31, Par-

is, was charged with a Class 
A misdemeanor driving on a 
revoked license. He told the 
court he will hire an attorney. 
The matter was continued for 
a first appearance with coun-
sel.
nEthan A. Watson, 18, 

Paris, was presented with a pe-
tition to revoke his court su-
pervision sentence for a Class 
B misdemeanor speeding con-
viction. The public defender 
was appointed. The matter 
was continued for a first ap-
pearance with counsel.
nJimmy L. Woodyard, 56, 

Mattoon, was presented with 
a petition to revoke his pro-
bation sentence for a Class 3 
felony possession of metham-
phetamine conviction. The 
public defender was appoint-
ed and the matter was contin-
ued for a first appearance with 
counsel.

GUILTY PLEAS
nGretchen L. Biddle, 39, 

Paris, admitted a petition to 
revoke her probation sentence 
for a Class A misdemeanor 
driving under the influence of 
alcohol conviction. The mat-
ter was continued for a sen-
tencing hearing.
nRobert James Cunning-

ham III, 29, Danville, pleaded 
guilty to a Class A misdemean-
or displaying a false insurance 
card charge. He was sentenced 
to one year of conditional dis-
charge, a $300 fine, court costs 
and various state fees. 
nRussell N. Monnett, 24, 

Marshall, pleaded guilty to a 
Class A misdemeanor driving 
on a suspended license charge. 
He was sentenced to one year 
of conditional discharge, a 
$300 fine, court costs and var-
ious state fees.
nDavid J. Osborne, 33, 

Paris, pleaded guilty to a 
Class 3 felony possession of 
methamphetamine, a Class 
4 felony possession of a con-
trolled substance and a Class 
A misdemeanor unlawful use 
of a weapon charges. He was 
sentenced to 180 days in jail 
with credit for one day previ-
ously served with 88 days to 
be served as electronic home 
monitoring and the remaining 
90 days subject to the court’s 
discretion, two years of first 
offender probation, 10 hours 
of community service work, a 
combined fine of $575, court 
costs and various state fees. 

In another matter, Osborne 
pleaded guilty to a Class 3 felo-
ny possession of methamphet-
amine, a Class 4 felony posses-
sion of a controlled substance 
and a Class A misdemeanor 
unlawful use of a weapon. He 
was sentenced to 120 days in 
jail with credit for 10 days pre-
viously served with 70 days to 
be served as electronic home 
monitoring and the remain-
ing 30 days are subject to the 
court’s discretion, two years of 
first offender probation to be 
served concurrently, 10 hours 
of community service work, a 
total fine of $575, court costs, 
various state fees and an or-
der to obtain counseling per 
an evaluation. He was also 
ordered to forfeit all weapons 
seized at the time of his arrest.
nLindle K. Travelstead, 40, 

Paris, was charged and plead-
ed guilty to a Class A misde-
meanor driving on a revoked 
license. He was sentenced to 
20 days in jail subject to the 
court’s discretion, one year 
of conditional discharge, 240 
hours of community service 
work, court costs and various 
state fees.
nKenneth L. Watkins, 34, 

Marshall, was found guilty of 
violating his probation in a pe-
tition to revoke his probation 
sentence for a Class 3 felo-
ny violating the sex offender 
registry conviction. A pre-
sentencing investigation was 
ordered and the matter was 
continued for the sentencing 
hearing.

NOT GUILTY PLEAS
nMark E. Smith, no age or 

address provided, pleaded not 
guilty with a jury trial demand 
to a Class 3 felony threatening 
a public official, a Class 4 fel-
ony aggravated assault, a Class 
A misdemeanor resisting a 
police officer and a Class C 
misdemeanor disorderly con-
duct charges. The matter was 
continued for a pretrial con-
ference.
nRobert Smith, 18, Paris, 

pleaded not guilty with a jury 
trial demand to a Class A mis-
demeanor resisting a police 
officer charge. The matter was 
continued for a pretrial con-
ference.

OTHER MATTERS
nBrooke L. Griffin, 26, Par-

is, learned the warrant for her 
arrest was quashed. Her Class 
4 felony theft conviction was 
continued for a jail status re-
view hearing.
nChad P. Keller, no age 

or address provided, failed 
to appear in court. The state’s 
motion to dismiss his Class X 
felony possession of metham-
phetamine charge was grant-
ed.

WARRANTS
Warrants were ordered 

when the following individu-
als failed to answer the court 
call: Ronnie L. Johnson, 34, 
Paris; Tracy E. Luster, 48, 
Brocton; Mike Scrogham, 69, 
Paris; Dustin E. Talbott, 34, 
Paris; and Charles G. Wells, 
19, Paris.

SPECIAL TO THE PRAIRIE PRESS

SPRINGFIELD – The Il-
linois Department of Public 
Health (IDPH) is working 
with local health departments 
to investigate the hospitaliza-
tion of three young people who 
experienced severe breathing 
problems after vaping.

“Vaping among teens has 
increased dramatically over 
the last several years,” said 
IDPH Director Ngozi Ezike. 
“While the short- and long-
term effects of vaping are still 
being researched, these recent 
hospitalizations heighten the 
need for parents to talk with 
their teens about vaping and 
for both to understand the 
consequences and potential 
dangers of vaping.”

The hospitalization in Il-
linois is not an isolated in-
cident. The Wisconsin De-
partment of Health Services 
has reported 11 confirmed 
and seven suspected cases 
of severe pulmonary disease 
among adolescents, some of 
whom had to be intubated, 
who reported vaping. These 
identified individuals experi-
enced respiratory symptoms 
including cough, shortness of 
breath and fatigue. Symptoms 

worsened over a period of 
days or weeks before admis-
sion to the hospital.  

According to the American 
Association of Poison Control 
Centers, as of July 31, poison 
control centers have managed 
2,439 exposure cases about 
e-cigarette devices and liquid 
nicotine in 2019.  

The names and types of 
vaping products, as well as 
where they were obtained, are 
still being investigated. The 
three reported individuals in 
Illinois reside in the north-
eastern part of the state.  

In order to protect the iden-
tity of the affected individuals, 
additional information is not 
available.  

IDPH will continue to work 
with local health departments, 
as well as the Wisconsin De-
partment of Health Services, 
to identify the cause of these 
severe illnesses.

People who experience any 
type of chest pain or difficulty 
breathing after vaping should 
seek immediate medical atten-
tion. 

Health care providers car-
ing for patients with unexpect-
ed serious respiratory illness 
should ask about a history of 
recent vaping.

Hospitalizations potentially 
tied to vaping, IDPH warns
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NORMA WILLIAMSON
Norma Jean Williamson, 

75, of Paris, passed away at 
4:37 p.m. Friday, July 26, 

2019, at Par-
is Commu-
nity Hospi-
tal. She was 
retired after 
more than 
28 years in 
the mainte-
nance de-

partment of Paris School 
District #95.

A service celebrating her 
life was 11 a.m. Thursday, 
Aug. 1, at Templeton Funer-
al Home. Burial followed in 
Embarrass Cemetery, near 
Redmon. Visitation was 
from 4 to 6 p.m. Wednesday, 
July 31, at the funeral home.

Mrs. Williamson was 
born Feb. 10, 1944, at Eff-
ingham, the daughter of 
the late Richard and Clara 
Terrell Pinnell. She married 
William “Bill” Williamson 
April 11, 1987, at Otterbein 
United Methodist Church 
in Paris, and he survives.

Other survivors include 
two children, Ruby Ann 
Hughes and Marvin (Steph-
anie) Ford both of Decatur; 
a stepson, William “Bill” 
Williamson of Mt. Sterling; 
a daughter-in-law, Lucy 
Williamson of Tilton; four 
grandchildren, Nickolas 
and Caden Ford both of 
Decatur, Mary Lynn (Kris-

tian) Gilbert of Tilton and 
Crystal (Corey) Shafer of 
Danville; two great-grand-
children, Oliver and Robert 
Gilbert; two sisters-in-law, 
Ruby Pinnell of Decatur 
and Tammi (Brad) Smith 
of Apex, N.C.; as well as a 
host of nieces and nephews, 
including special nephew, 
Hayden Smith. 

She was preceded in death 
by a stepson, Robert “Bob” 
Williamson, three brothers 
and five sisters.

Mrs. Williamson was a 
loving and devoted wife and 
mother. Bill Williamson 
came to District 95 in 1986, 
and a friendship quickly 
formed between the two 
co-workers. They discov-
ered they knew one another 
in childhood, as Norma had 
been a close friend of his 
late sister. They were mar-
ried the following year and 
enjoyed 32 years together. 

She loved caring for her 
beloved dogs, Tuxedo and 
Angel Baby. “Miss Norma” 
will be remembered for her 
smile and gentle kindness to 
countless high school stu-
dents and teachers through-
out her 20-plus years at Par-
is High School.

Memorial donations may 
be made to Paul Warner An-
imal Rescue.

 Online condolences at 
w w w.TempletonFuneral-
Home.com

WILLIAMSON

NORMA TEMPLETON
TERRE HAUTE, Ind. – 

Norma J. Templeton, 91, of 
Terre Haute, Ind., died Tues-

day, July 30, 
2019, at Re-
gional Hos-
pital, Terre 
Haute. 

A funeral 
service is 1 
p.m. today, 
Aug. 3, at 

Callahan & Hughes Funeral 
Home, with the Rev. David 
Rockhill officiating. Burial is 
in Highland Lawn Cemetery. 
Visitation is from 10 a.m. un-
til the service time today at 
the funeral home.   

Mrs. Templeton was born 
Oct. 23, 1927, at Paris, the 
daughter of James B. Frazier 
and Ida Craig Frazier.  She 
married John A. Templeton, 
who preceded her in death.

Survivors include her four 
daughters, Lori (Dick) Fetter 
of Fairfax, Va., Linda (Curt) 
Brighton of Terre Haute, Les-
lie ( John) Rapp of Indianap-
olis and Sally ( Jim) Nichols 
of Terre Haute; two sisters-in-
law, Pauline Anshutz of Terre 
Haute and Phyllis Myers of 
Scottsdale, Ariz.; a broth-
er-in-law, Thomas (Carol) 
Templeton of Terre Haute; 
grandchildren, Christopher 

( Jessica) Fetter, Philip Fetter 
Andrew (Amanda) Brighton, 
James (Mallory) Brighton, 
John (Lauren) Rapp, Lau-
ren (Ryan) Mossakowski, 
J. B. Rapp, Alexandra Nich-
ols and Samantha Nichols;  
great-grandchildren, Cole 
Fetter, Landon Brighton, 
Reese Brighton, Riley Brigh-
ton, Olivia Brighton, Beau 
Mossakowski, Pierce Mossa-
kowski and Ellie Rapp; and 
numerous nieces, nephews 
and cousins.

She was preceded in death 
by her sister, Dora Ellen 
Swango.

Mrs. Templeton graduated 
from Paris High School, at-
tended MacMurray College 
and graduated from Indiana 
University in 1950, where 
she was a member of Pi Beta 
Phi sorority. She spent her 
adult life providing a loving 
home for her husband, John, 
and their four daughters. She 
oversaw the operation of 
family farms in Edgar Coun-
ty, plus Sunflower County, 
Miss. She was a member of 
the League of Terre Haute, 
Chapter K PEO and OLGA 
and was a supporter of local 
organizations such as The 
Sheldon Swope Art Museum, 
Vigo County Historical Soci-
ety, Union Hospital Founda-

tion and Indiana University. 
She was a member of Ma-

ple Avenue United Meth-
odist Church, The Country 
Club of Terre Haute and 
John’s Island Club of Vero 
Beach, Fla. She loved to en-
joy life, to laugh and have a 
good time whenever pos-
sible. She was never first to 
leave a good party. 

Members of her family sa-
vor many stories of humorous 
antics from her mischievous 
handiwork. She loved Indiana 
University basketball and like 
all passionate Hoosiers, she 
suffered during the past three 
decades awaiting the next na-
tional championship.  She was 
an avid golfer and enjoyed 
comradery and travel with 
many lady golfing compan-
ions, sadly most now passed.  
Her number one compan-
ion in golf and all things was 
John, the love of her life. Their 
loving marriage was the most 
important part of her life, and 
it produced a nurturing home 
which stands as a living lega-
cy to her four daughters and 
their families.     

Memorial donations may 
be made to Maple Avenue 
United Methodist Church, 
Union Hospital Foundation 
or to a charity of the donor’s 
choice.

TEMPLETON

CHET RING 
CASEY – Chet Neal Ring, 

57, of Westfield, passed away 
at 4:10 a.m. Monday, July 

29, 2019, 
at Villas of 
Holly Brook, 
Savoy, after 
a brief battle 
with cancer.   

A funer-
al service is 
noon today, 

Aug. 3, at the Markwell Fu-
neral Home, with the Rev. 

Randy Black officiating. 
Burial follows in the Casey 
Cumberland Cemetery. Vis-
itation is from 10 a.m. until 
the noon service time today 
at the funeral home.  A Fire-
fighter Walkthrough is prior 
to the service and that is fol-
lowed by a Masonic Service 
by Casey Masonic Lodge 
#442.  

More information and 
online condolences at 
w w w. m a r k w e l l f u n e r a l -
home.com. 

RING

EILEEN MCDONALD
CASEY – Eileen A. Kuster-

man McDonald, 93, of Lan-
sing, and formerly of Casey, 
passed away Sunday, July 28, 
2019 

 A funeral service is 6:30 
p.m. Sunday, Aug. 4, at Smits 
Funeral Home, Dyer, Ind., 
with the Rev. David Price offi-
ciating. Visitation is from 5 to 
8 p.m. Sunday at the funeral 
home.

Burial is Tuesday, Aug. 6, in 
the Washington Street Ceme-
tery at Casey. A visitation from 
10 a.m. to noon Tuesday at 
Markwell Funeral Home pre-
cedes the burial. 

More information and 
online condolences at www.
markwellfuneralhome.com.

EVELYN HORSLEY
MARSHALL – Evelyn 

P. Horsley, 86, of Marshall, 
passed away at 1 p.m. Fri-
day, July 26, 2019, at Carle 
Foundation Hospital, Ur-

bana. 
Private services are at 

Pearce Funeral Home.
More information and 

online condolences at www.
pearcefuneralservices.com.

GERRY HOLLINGSWORTH
MARSHALL – Gerry A. 

Hollingsworth, 58, of Mar-
shall, passed away at 6:20 

a.m. Satur-
day, July 27, 
2019, at Car-
le Founda-
tion Hospi-
tal, Urbana.

A grave-
side service 
was 11:15 

a.m. Tuesday, July 30, at Mar-
shall Cemetery, with Pastor 
Tim Duke officiating. Visita-
tion was from 10 a.m. until 
shortly before the service 
Tuesday at Pearce Funeral 
Home.

Memorial donations may 
be made to the American 
Lung Association.

More information and 
online condolences at www.
pearcefuneralservices.com.

HOLLINGSWORTH

ROBERT FERREN 
CASEY – Robert Gordan 

Ferren, 86, of New Smyrna 
Beach, Fla., and formerly of 

Casey, passed 
away at 11:40 
a.m. July 
24, 2019, at 
Ocean View 
Nursing and 
Rehab Center 
surrounded 
by his loving 
family.   

A graveside 
service was 1 
p.m. Friday, 

Aug. 2, at Casey Cumberland 
Cemetery, with the Rev. Dan 
Ledley officiating.  Casey Vet-
erans of Foreign Wars and 
Martinsville American Legion 
provided military honors. 
Markwell Funeral Home was 
in charge of the local arrange-
ments.

Memorial donations may be 
made to Casey VFW.

More information and on-
line condolences at www.mark-
wellfuneralhome.com.

FERREN

CLIFFORD EDINGTON
MARSHALL – Clifford 

A. Edington, 82, of Marshall, 
passed away at 5:05 a.m., 

T h u r s d a y, 
Aug. 1, 2019, 
at Marshall 
Nursing and 
R ehabi l i ta-
tion.

A service 
h o n o r i n g 
his life is 11 
a.m. Tues-
day, Aug. 6, 
at Pearce Fu-
neral Home, 

with Pastor Tim Duke officiat-
ing. Military gravesite rites by 
Veterans of Foreign Wars Post 
#5975 and Clark County Post 
#90 of the American Legion 
accompany burial in Marshall 
Cemetery.

Memorial donations may be 
made to the Marshall Ceme-
tery Association. 

More information and on-
line condolences at www.
pearcefuneralservices.com.

EDINGTON

BY PETER HANCOCK
phancock@capitolnewsillinois.com

SPRINGFIELD — A pair 
of Illinois House committees 
have scheduled a joint hearing 
next week to explore recent 
news reports about wealthy 
parents exploiting a legal loop-
hole in order to draw down 
more student financial aid for 
their children.

The story was first report-
ed online Monday, July 29, 
by ProPublica Illinois, which 
said it identified nearly four 
dozen cases of parents in sub-
urban Lake County, north of 
Chicago, who had assigned 
guardianship of their teenage 
children to a friend or relative, 
thus allowing their children to 
declare themselves financially 

independent of their families 
so they could qualify for fed-
eral, state and college financial 
aid.

Of particular concern 
to Illinois lawmakers is the 
state-funded Monetary Award 
Program, or MAP grants, 
which are awarded on the basis 
of financial need.

“Particularly in the wake 
of former Governor (Bruce) 
Rauner’s budget crisis in which 
these students took the brunt 
of the pain, it is outrageous to 
learn that some wealthy fami-
lies have decided to game the 
system at the expense of those 
who truly need help affording 
an education,” Chicago Dem-
ocratic Rep. LaShawn K. Ford, 
who chairs the House Higher 
Education Budget Committee, 
said in a news release announc-
ing the hearings.

The ProPublica Illinois sto-
ry reported nearly all of the 
guardianship cases it identified 
were handled by two Chica-

go-area law firms.
The story also identified a 

Lincolnshire-based college 
consulting company, Desti-
nation College, which works 
closely with one of the lawyers 
involved. It said the company 
offers strategies to lower tui-
tion expenses, including one 
plan that involves a “College 
Financial Plan, Using Income 
and Asset Shifting Strategies 
to Increase Your Financial and 
Merit Aid and Lower Out of 
Pocket Tuition Expenses.”

“It pains me to see that indi-
viduals have decided to be dis-
honest in applying for college 
financial aid,” said Rep. Carol 
Ammons, D-Urbana, who 
chairs the House Higher Edu-
cation Committee. “As the cost 
of college skyrockets, we must 
take appropriate steps to ensure 
our finite resources are only 
going to those who truly need 
it, not those elites who have 
rigged the system again and 
again to their own advantage.” 

Hearing called in higher ed financial aid controversy
Report of wealthy 
parents gaming 
system to draw 
down student aid

In addition to the legislative 
inquiry, Democratic Gov. J.B. 
Pritzker has said he is directing 
his staff to investigate to de-
termine how widespread the 
problem is in Illinois.

“We want it to go to the stu-
dents who are most in need, 
not to people who are defraud-
ing the system,” Pritzker told 
reporters during a news con-
ference in Chicago on Mon-
day, soon after the story was 
published. “So we need to look 
into it to make sure that we are 
identifying people who are do-
ing this, calling it out, and mak-
ing sure we are preventing it 
from happening in the future.”

The legislative hearing is 
scheduled for 10 a.m. Thurs-
day, Aug. 8, at the Bilandic state 
office building in Chicago.



The Socialist Democratic Party 
presidential candidates debates in 
Detroit were somewhat painful 

to watch, but fun. 
At least I had fun, 
when I wasn’t 
stabbing myself 
in the eye with a 
fork.

Who won? 
President Donald 
Trump won the 
debates, although 
now that he’s 
ramping up his 
trade war with 

China, he could ruin the econo-
my, lose, and then China and the 
Democrats will really put us on 
the road to serfdom.

Another winner was CNN’s 
Jake Tapper. He asked fair and 
tough questions, well-represent-
ing his network and profession.

The big winner? 
Former first lady Michelle 

Obama, since after the painful 
debates, she’s now being called 
upon to save the Democrats from 
themselves.

This was predicted just days 
after the 2016 election by my 
friend Tom Bevan, co-founder 
and publisher of realclearpolitics.
com. If Mrs. Obama runs, then 
he’ll also be a big winner and I’ll 
be a big loser.

Back then, Bevan told me on 
“The Chicago Way” podcast 
— you could look it up — that 
Michelle Obama would get into 
the race and perhaps win. If that 
happens, I’ll end up having to 
buy him a big steak with a good 
red wine and maybe some fine 
Maduro cigars.

“Here’s the early line on 2020,” 
Bevan said. “In order to get 
revenge for Donald Trump killing 
her husband’s legacy, and denying 
Hillary Clinton from becoming 
the first woman president, to get 
revenge for both of those things, 
Michelle Obama may in fact run 

for president.”
Wait a second.
“You can’t get any closer than 

2020,” Bevan said.
That was then. This is now.
Michelle Obama has not 

indicated if she’d run. But all she’d 
have to do is wink and Democrats 
would give her the nomination. 
The media would love her. Oprah 
would love her and give her many 
big Oprah hugs.

And by then, Chicago will have 
started building that great Obama 
Temple of Love and Adoration in 
Jackson Park.

Do any other Democratic can-
didates have a temple with their 
last name on it? No?

No further questions your 
honor.

In the debate, Joe Biden barely 
survived, so that may be counted 
as a win. But he seemed to be in 
desperate need of a nap. Kamala 
Harris stumbled, revealing herself 
to be brittle when challenged 
about her past as a swashbuckling 
prosecutor by Tulsi Gabbard.

Bernie Sanders and Elizabeth 
Warren seemed determined to 
kill the Democratic Party by 
demanding that union workers in 
Michigan, Pennsylvania and Ohio 
— and just about everyone else 
in America with decent private 
health insurance — give all that 
up for a plan controlled by the 
federal leviathan.

Because if there’s one thing that 

inspires confidence it’s another 
efficient and well-run federal 
government program.

“Folks, we have a choice,” said 
John Delaney of Maryland, the 
only adult in the two days of 
debate.

“We can go down the road 
that Senator Sanders and Senator 
Warren want to take us with bad 
policies like Medicare for All, free 
everything and impossible prom-
ises that’ll turn off independent 
voters and get Trump re-elected. 
Or we can nominate someone 
with new ideas to create universal 
health care for every American, 
with choice.”

Sanders, who kept throwing up 
his arms like the cartoon charac-
ter Rick Sanchez — but without 
Sanchez’s biting wit — turned on 
Delaney, “You’re wrong.”

Delaney tried reason, but 
reason has no home here in the 
Socialist Democratic Party. It’s 
all emotion and sentimentalism. 
That’s what sends the tingles 
down the legs of the TV media 
that targets those white suburban 
moms, many of whom have been 
instructed to feel guilt, which may 
be leveraged for votes.

The debates in Detroit were 
so lame they prompted one 
prominent Democrat to demand 
on Thursday that a new candidate 
be drafted to crush Trump to an 
orange pulp in 2020.

SATURDAY,  
AUGUST 3, 2019 6A

EDITORIAL BOARD:
Nancy Roberts Zeman, publisher
Gary Henry, editor

Most state legislators 
don’t have to wor-
ry about next year’s 
general election. The 
combination of ger-
rymandering and the 
simple fact that many 
of the state’s regions are 
dominated by one party 
or the other pretty much 
guarantees that all but a 
handful of incumbents 
will sail through on the 
November ballot.

But first they have 
to survive the prima-
ry season. A Chicago 
Democrat has to worry 
about March 17, 2020, 
infinitely more than 
Nov. 3. The same goes 
for most downstate 
Republicans. 

And the most vulnera-
ble of those are newbies 
who’ve taken contro-
versial votes. Rep. Mark 
Kalish (D-Chicago) was 
appointed to his seat in 
January and then flip-
flopped on the abortion 
issue and voted against 
the Reproductive Health 
Act, making him one 
of the most vulnerable 
House Democrats. 

Other freshmen have 
other issues. Appoint-
ed Rep. Cam Buckner 
(D-Chicago) got pulled 
over in Springfield for 
allegedly driving while 
intoxicated and there’s 
video. 

Smart incumbents are 
out walking precincts 
every day and attend-
ing some events. The 
Democrats also have 
legislative accomplish-
ments they can highlight 
to keep people from 
challenging them from 
their left. The RHA is 
just one of them, so is 
legalizing cannabis and 
cracking down on gun 
dealers. Republicans 
can use their “No” votes 
on those same bills to 
help prevent primary 
challenges. 

But there are other 
ways to fend off in-
tra-party opposition. 
Rep. Terri Bryant 
(R-Murphysboro), 
for instance, voted to 
increase the motor fuel 
tax and related license 
fees in May to fund the 
capital bill. Despite the 
vast number of bene-
fits that new roads and 

You can’t 
avoid 
gambling

We all need to wise up to the dangers of cell phone use while we drive

At the convenience store in my rural town, 
there is a new wall of plastic boxes filled with 
colorful lottery instant-game tickets, right on 

the counter, crowding my 
effort to check out; you can’t 
avoid them.

I noted as much to the em-
ployee behind the counter. 
She cast a furtive eye around, 
then scrunched her pretty 
face into a frown: “I don’t go 
for them. I see too many buy-
ing tickets who shouldn’t.”

You can’t avoid gambling 
in Illinois. The state is, for 
example, home to 30,000 

video slot and poker terminals, more than 
any state in the nation, in 6,800 taverns and 
restaurants, more gambling locations than in 
Nevada.

And all that is before the recent massive 
expansion of gambling approved by our 
lawmakers and governor — online sports bet-
ting (which will be big); more casinos, video 
terminals and locations (truck stops added); 
and higher gambling limits. According to 
the state’s legislative research agency, Illinois 
is destined to become the biggest gambling 
state in the nation by revenue, after Nevada.

If a person wants to gamble, fine with me, 
but should the state be in the business of ag-
gressively seducing residents into gambling? 
Policymakers trumpet the revenue to the 
state, though every dollar to the state is a buck 
lost by a gambler. There are costs as well, of 
course, never trumpeted.

A good friend of mine committed suicide 
a few years back, because of gambling debts 
racked up at a casino boat. More recently, 
a lovely lady I know lost the love of her life, 
after pilfering deep into six figures from his 
banking accounts to support her gambling 
problem.

So, there are both benefits and costs. On 
the plus side, the state generates about 3 per-
cent of its revenue from legal gambling. Some 
older folks I know relieve the boredom of 
their lives by spending a few hours and a few 
bucks on the nearby boats. And fantasy value: 
From time to time I dream deliciously about 
all I would do with the millions in winnings 

Cartoonist Walt Kelly coined the 
phrase, “we have met the enemy, and 
he is us,” in the 1960s as a reflection 
of the turmoil surrounding the war in 
Vietnam.

The phrase — a reprise of the 
famous statement by Commander 
Oliver Perry that, “we have met the 
enemy, and he is ours,” — is a col-
orful way to capture the destruction 
wrought by people’s ill-advised be-
havior, sometimes to themselves and 
sometimes to others. 

Here are a couple of astounding 
statistics that reveal how the misuse of 
incredibly useful technology can lay 
society low.

A study by Volvo revealed that 71 
percent of Americans admit they 
use their cellphones while driv-
ing — even though they know it is 
illegal — both to talk and, even more 
incredibly, text. 

The National Highway Transporta-
tion Safety Administration estimates 
that — at any one time — more than 
600,000 drivers across the country are 
using their cellphones. 

This is a real problem, the biggest 
portion of which is this: Most people 
appear to acknowledge the danger of 
the practice, while finding reasons to 
exclude themselves as contributors. 
At least they do until it’s too late. Then 
the ugly reality hits home with a fury. 

Gov. J.B. Pritzker recently signed a 
measure boosting penalties for drivers 
who talk and text.

Under the new law, Secretary of 
State Jesse White can suspend or 
revoke driving privileges of motorists 

who are responsible for accidents 
causing serious injuries. The fine for 
violating the aggravated use of an 
electronic communication device is 
$1,000.

Another new law establishes a 
ladder of increasing fines for motorists 
convicted of texting-and-driving of-
fenses, $75 for a first offense, $100 for 
a second, $125 for a third and $150 
for successive offenses.

At the same time, these offenses are 
now classified as moving violations, 
meaning multiple violations can result 
in license suspensions.

Illinois and other states need 
hard-hitting television and radio 
public service campaigns that drive 
home the threat created by mixing 
cellphones and driving. They need to 
show the social impact of engaging in 
this kind of unquestionably dangerous 
behavior.

OUR VIEW
This editorial reflects the views of The Prairie 
Press’ editorial board. Other opinions on this 
page may not reflect this view. 

Put your phones down

It’s nearly
petition 
time in 
Illinois

Opposition to the 
death penalty
is reaffirmed
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Debates reveal predictment

Editor, The Prairie Press:
We, the Sisters of Providence believe we 

are to forgive one another, not to seek retribu-
tion with vengeance and further violence. We 
re-affirm our opposition to capital punish-
ment in all cases and ask that all sentences of 
death row inmates be commuted to life with-
out parole.  We urge our federal government 
to abolish the death penalty once and for all.

In the last 30 years, only three federal pris-
oners have been executed. However, a recent 
decision handed down by the United States 
Attorney General asked the Federal Bureau of 
Prisons to adopt an updated execution proto-
col, resulting in five persons being scheduled 
for execution in the very near future.

We, the Congregation of the Sisters of 
Providence of Saint Mary-of-the-Woods, Ind., 
believe in the sacredness and dignity of all 
life. We believe we are to love our neighbor 
and not to kill.

As a nation, we must face the deep flaws in 
our criminal justice system.  The system is in-
herently racist and thus cannot be relied upon 
to be fair.  Since 1977, for example, more 
than 160 persons have been exonerated while 
serving time on death row. And evidence 
shows that more than 40 percent of death 
row inmates are African American while the 
general population of the United States is 
approximately 14 percent African American.

No person at the federal level has been 
executed for 16 years. In fact, the federal gov-
ernment has executed only three people since 
1988. Many states are abolishing the death 
penalty, including six since 2010. Other states 
have set moratoriums on the death penalty or 
indefinitely stayed executions in recent years.

We also know that support for executing 
persons in our name is on the decline across 
the country.  A Gallup poll conducted in Oc-
tober 2018 found that for the first time in our 
history, fewer than 50 percent of respondents 
believed that the death penalty was being 
applied fairly.

Only five miles away from our Mother-
house sits the nation’s only federal execution 
chamber at the Federal Correctional Com-
plex in Terre Haute, which was first used in 
2001.

During any day of execution of an inmate 
in any state across our country, we remember 
in our community prayer the person being 
executed and their families, in addition to the 
victims and their families. We have also part-
nered with the Indiana Abolition Coalition to 

See LETTERS, Page 7A
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See NOWLAN, Page 6A
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COLUMN

MICHELLE OBAMA HAS NOT  
INDICATED IF SHE’D RUN. BUT ALL 

SHE’D HAVE TO DO IS WINK AND THE  
DEMOCRATS WOULD GIVE HER THE 
NOMINATION. THE MEDIA WOULD 

LOVE HER.”

See KASS, Page 7A See MILLER, Page 7A
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Edgar County Fair Association 
Board of Directors 

As another year has come and gone there are not 
enough words to express our gratitude to all of 

Edgar County.

www.edgarcountyfair.com
Edgar County

Edgar County Queen and Little Miss Photos Courtesy of Christian Colvin

From volunteers to those attending the events, 
to the superintendents, we say thank you.
And to the businesses whose continuous 
support is incredible, we cannot say 

THANK YOU enough! 

Thank you

SEE YOU in July 2020

Rib-eye, Potato, Toast, 
Full Salad & Dessert Bar
Tea - Lemonade - Coffee

VFW Auxiliary 3601
601 W. Court, Paris, IL

VFW Auxiliary 3601

Saturday, Aug. 10th    
5 - 7 p.m.
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abolish the death penalty 
in Indiana.

We support the life and 
respect the dignity of all 
persons and will continue 
in prayer for death row 
inmates and their families, 
for all victims and their 
families, and for legislators 
who weigh the decision 
of life or death for these 
inmates. 

We are committed to 
working closely with the 
National Coalition to 
Abolish the Death Penal-
ty, the Catholic Mobiliz-
ing Network, the Indiana 
Abolition Coalition 
and other organizations 

NOWLAN
FROM PAGE 6A

winnings from hitting the Big 
Lotto, or whatever they call 
it — even though I have never 
purchased a ticket.

I still think gambling is, 
overall, a quest for fool’s gold. 
State and local governments 
(mostly the state) and the 
gambling industry are the big 
winners. The average family in 
Illinois spends $750 a year on 
lottery tickets (true; 4 million 
families of three people each 
into $3 billion wagered); the 
state keeps about 40 percent, 
after prizes. In 2018, video 
gaming took in $1.4 billion af-
ter winnings, with the industry 

keeping about $1 billion.
Various sources I have 

consulted suggest that 2 
percent to 3 percent of all 
adults are problem gamblers, 
who by definition cause harm 
to themselves or others as a 
result of the urge to gamble 
continually. That would be 
40,000 to 60,000 people in 
Illinois. SMR Research found 
a few years ago that 14 percent 
of all bankruptcies nationwide 
were tied to gambling. 

The poor don’t gamble 
more dollars than the bet-
ter-off, but they lose a bigger 
slice of their limited incomes. 
Think of the family stress and 
heartbreak from gambling by 
those without the money to 

spare.
Governments ballyhoo the 

great things they will do with 
the losses of gamblers: solve 
education funding problems 
and build university laborato-
ries, for example. The money 
helps, yet the revenues are 
almost always less than pro-
jected, and, at but 4 percent 
of total revenue, expanded 
gambling revenue won’t solve 
our state’s fiscal woes.

So, do the benefits exceed 
the costs? No one knows, even 
though there is an academic 
cottage industry devoted to 
gambling studies. How do 
you value the fantasy benefits, 
which I think are real? How 
do you assign a dollar cost to 

suicides and family breakup? 
Illinois is not going to pull 

back anytime soon from its 
addiction, you might say, to 
gambling revenue, certainly 
not in the short term.

So, I have a modest sugges-
tion. Since Illinois is becoming 
a leader in gambling, and 
thus a natural laboratory, 
let’s devote a tiny slice of our 
gambling revenues to ongoing 
research into the underlying 
costs and benefits of gambling 
in our state. It’s the least we 
can do.

(Jim Nowlan has taught 
political science at universities 
in Illinois and China. He can be 
reached at jnowlan3@gmail.
com.)

“Her last name rhymes with 
Obama. In fact, it is Obama 
— Michelle Obama,” said 
filmmaker Michael Moore 
in an interview on MSNBC. 
“Everybody watching this 
right now knows she is a 
beloved American and she 
would go in there and she 
would beat him.”

What Moore and many 
on the left want isn’t mere 
victory. They want what 

Genghis Khan is thought to 
have said about what is best 
in life: “To crush your ene-
mies, to see them fall at your 
feet — to take their horses 
and goods and hear the 
lamentation of their women. 
That is best.”

Moore said, “the only way 
to remove Trump is to crush 
Trump. And that’s the ques-
tion that has to be asked, who 
can crush Trump? Who’s the 
street fighter?” 

When they go low, we go 
high and then we crucify 

them all? Or simply build a 
mountain of their heads?

“She would beat him in the 
debates, he wouldn’t be able 
to bully her, he wouldn’t be 
able to nickname her,” Moore 
said. “She takes the stage and 
she’s so powerful and so good 
you just look at that and think 
of course she could win.”

It would be like Marianne 
Williamson on steroids, but 
without the auras and the 
crystals.

Moore is a filmmaker, 
and the key to filmmaking 

is instilling in audiences the 
suspension of disbelief. 

That’s the first thing they 
teach you in film school. And 
that’s the trick of politics too.

And to lead an audience 
into a belief that politicians 
care more about you than 
themselves is the first trick.

Especially when there’s 
that temple with your name 
on it.

(John Kass is a columnist 
for the Chicago Tribune. Email 
him at jkass@chicagotribune.
com.)
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bridges will bring to her 
district, voting with the 
super-majority Democrats 
to jack up the gas tax isn’t 
gonna make her a lot of 
friends on the right. 

So, when a controversy 
erupted in Bryant’s region 
over the governor’s can-
cellation of the scheduled 
performance of a band 
called Confederate Railroad 
at the Du Quoin State Fair, 
she defended southern 
culture and demanded that 
Snoop Dogg’s Illinois State 
Fair performance also be 
canceled. 

President Trump won 
Bryant’s district by 28 
points in 2016. It’s not 
uncommon to see Con-
federate flag decals on cars 
and trucks in Bryant’s deep 
southern Illinois district. It’s 

distasteful to say, but this 
was a no-brainer for Bryant.

She’d much rather her 
constituents be focused on 
this issue than tax hikes, par-
ticularly during the summer 
months when folks decide 
whether to run in the prima-
ry. That band’s cancellation 
was a campaign gift and she 
should send the governor a 
thank you card. 

Rep. Chris Miller (R-Oak-
land) and most of what’s 
known as the far-right East-
ern Bloc were elected for 
the first time last year. It’s 
almost impossible to attack 
them on their right flanks 
because they all hewed to a 
solidly far-right line - there’s 
just no room over there. But 
it’s easy to get lost in the 
shuffle, so organizing rallies 
around the issue of kicking 
Chicago out of Illinois helps 
Miller and the rest stand 
out. 

When Miller (no rela-
tion) tried picking an online 
fight with Rep. Bryant and 
House Republican Leader 
Jim Durkin over the gas tax 
hike and subsequently lost 
his House public relations 
staffer, he elevated his pro-
file even more and helped 
solidify his reputation as 
somebody who stands up 
for southern Illinois values, 
as he defines them. 

The right wing is fond of 
calling stuff like this virtue 
signaling. And while they 
use the term mainly as a 
slam on the left wing, they 
also engage in it just about 
all the time. Some feel the 
need to prove they are pure, 
so they do stuff like post stu-
pid Facebook memes about 
the “Jihad Squad” (last 
Monday’s controversy), or, 
on the other wing, compare 
the Ku Klux Klan to Presi-
dent Trump (last Tuesday’s 

controversy). 
While it’s fine sport to 

watch them stumble all over 
themselves after being outed 
for their ridiculousness, it’s 
also important to remember 
that this often serves a pur-
pose: Riling up and unifying 
the base ahead of primary 
season. 

Candidates can start 
circulating nominating 
petitions in 42 days. Prepare 
yourself for more of this 
stuff. There’s just no getting 
around it. 

By the way. Miller and 
other Eastern Bloc members 
just announced they’re host-
ing an Effingham concert by 
— you guessed it — Con-
federate Railroad. 

(Rich Miller is the editor 
of the Capitol Fax blog and 
newsletter, which he has been 
publishing for more than 20 
years. His email is capitol-
fax@gmail.com.)

working to rid our nation 
of this violent practice.  We 
invite you to pray with us the 
closing section of our Litany 
of Non-Violence:

God of love, mercy and 
justice, acknowledging our 
complicity in those attitudes, 
actions and words which 
perpetuate violence, we beg 
the grace of a non-violent 
heart. Amen.

Members of the General Council of 
the Sisters of Providence of Saint 

Mary-of-the-Woods
Sister Dawn Tomaszewski, General 

Superior,
Sister Lisa Stallings, Vicar and 

General Councilor, and
Sisters Mary Beth Klingel, Jeanne 

Hagelskamp and Jenny Howard, 
General Councilors
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dressed in holiday themed cos-
tumes. 

“Maybe we could find a 
vendor to sell hot coffee, hot 
chocolate and donuts after 
the run,” said Casey Redman. 

These are all working ideas 
and nothing is committed at 
this time. 

It was decided to double 
the length of the light tunnel, 
with city workers building 
the lighted arches as time 
permits. 

Board member Brenda 
Martin raised another issue 
concerning the miniature golf 
course.

“It’s full of weeds. It looks 
bad,” said Martin. “Some-
body needs to maintain it. It 
is going downhill.”

Chris Redman was asked 
to contact some landscaping 
services about weeding to 
address the immediate prob-
lem. The thought is getting 
the weeds under control will 
provide the park board time 

PARK
FROM PAGE 1A

WONKA JR.
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not include any parts for chil-
dren, he noted.

“Quite frankly, we were over-
whelmed with the number 
of children who auditioned,” 
Laughlin said. 

In all, 56 children who will 
enter first grade through fresh-
man in high school auditioned 
including students not only 
from Paris but West Terre 
Haute, Ind., Casey, Kansas and 
Shiloh. Some parents are driv-
ing their children an hour so 
they can participate.

“It’s exciting to see so much 
interest and so much talent,” 
said Laughlin, who also serves 
as the Paris High School dra-
ma director and assists Wright, 
who is the Crestwood drama 
director.

“We’ve been talking for a 
couple of years about how to 
get students from both Paris 95 
and Crestwood in a production 
together,” he said. “This offers 
an opportunity for so many 
children.”

“Willy Wonka Jr.,” is based 
on Roald Dahl’s 1964 novel, 
“Charlie and the Chocolate 
Factory,” about Willy Wonka, 
the world-famous candy man. 
The story revolves around 
Wonka’s quest to find someone 
to take over his candy factory. 
Wonka, played by Kalvin Rig-
don, devises a contest involv-
ing a golden ticket to bring five 
children and their chaperones 
to the factory for a tour.

Whoever comes up with the 
five tickets in the Wonka choc-
olate bars will not only win a 
tour of the factory but also a 
lifetime supply of candy.

The children must learn to 
follow Wonka’s rules in the 
factory — or suffer the conse-
quences. 

As it turns out, four of the 
five children are brats but the 
fifth is Charlie Bucket, played 
by Graham Templeton, who 

is likeable and honest. During 
the tour, Wonka tempts each of 
the bad children to disobey his 
orders with something related 
to their individual character 
flaws. One by one, each child 
disappears from the tour, until 
eventually Charlie is the only 
remaining child. However, 
Charlie and Grandpa Joe have 
also succumbed to temptation 
by this time and sampled Fizzy 
Lifting Drinks, Wonka's exper-
imental line of beverages that 
gives the drinker the power to 
float temporarily. 

In addition to the winners 
and their chaperones, the cast 
includes the loveable Oom-
pa-Loompas who make ap-
pearances throughout the show 
along with squirrels who make 
their appearance in the nut 
room of the factory.

Everyone who auditioned 
was included in the cast, which 
has been a challenge, Laughlin 
said.  

“The parents have been great 
both helping with keeping or-
der backstage, painting set piec-
es and making props,” he said. 
“They came to us with ideas.” 

He also expressed thanks to 
the fathers and grandfathers 
who constructed a variety of set 
pieces including a boat and the 
Bucket family’s big bed.

“Anytime you have that 
many children on stage it can 
present a challenge,” he noted. 
Because most of the children 
have not taken dancing lessons, 
choreography is basic, he said.

“Jane (Smittkamp) created 
steps and dance moves that 
were fun and everyone can do,” 
Laughlin said.

Professional backdrops and 
a set were rented for the pro-
duction. The backdrops will be 
hung on the PCOFA stage this 
weekend. 

The musical features songs 
from the 1971 film that starred 
the late Gene Wilder. Among 
the best known are “The Candy 
Man,” which was a hit for Sam-

my Davis Jr. as well as “Pure 
Imagination” and, of course, 
the “Oompa-Loompa” song.

Laughlin praised the cast 
members, many of whom have 
already appeared on stage as ac-
tors for Crestwood Junior High 
School, Mayo Middle School 
and Paris High School. “Collec-
tively, they are strong as singers 
and actors,” he said.

Cast members are Willy 
Wonka/Candy Man, Kalvin 
Rigdon; Charlie Bucket, Gra-
ham Templeton; Grandpa 
Joe, Chase Ogle; Grandpa 
George, Landon Nugent; 
Grandma Georgina, Vivian 
Moore; Grandma Josephina, 
Piper Mitchell; Mr. Bucket, 
Carter Fox; Mrs. Bucket, Dai-
sy Cochran; Veruca Salt, Madi 
Grace Slaven; Mr. Salt, Hayden 
David;  Mike Teavee, Eli 
Brinkerhoff; Mrs. Teavee, 
Maelynn Redman;  Augustus 
Gloop, Drew Templeton;  Mrs. 
Gloop, Claire Young;  Violet 
Beauregarde, Guerin Doty; 
Mrs. Beauregarde, Abby Sand-
ers; Phineous Trout, Sydney 
Melton; Matilda, Sloan Vilk; 
James, Harrison Hays; Oompa 
Loompa 1,  Addison Martin; 
Oompa Loompa 2, Madelyn 
Frank;  Oompa Loompa 3, Da-
vid Hawkins; Oompa Loompa 
4, Taylor Shewey and Oompa 
Loompa 5, Gaige Burks.

Ensemble members are 
Nora Adams, Ava Barrett, Em-
erson Barrett, Hellie Barrett, 
Tess Barrett, Annalee Blair, 
Gwen Brinkerhoff, Rya Burks, 
Parker Mae Craig, Selena Dela-
cruz, Noah Dundas, Madie 
Entrican,  JJ Hawkins, Laila 
Ingram, Joce Jewell, Ainsley 
Johnson, Edith Judd, Alexis 
Landsaw, London Landsaw, 
Bella Laumeyer, Kinley Law-
son, Jack Metcalf, Michael 
Nugent–Dolan, Amelia Oakes, 
Brynn Ogle, Norah Redmon, 
Brady Sanders, Ella Staley, 
Gavin Standish, Ian Theirl, 
Madison Wheeler Rhoads and 
Sophie Young. 

This is the first time the 
Swope has exhibited Baber’s 
works and the 15 pieces 
borrowed from the Link 
Gallery in Paris are almost 
the entirety of the exhibit. 
In addition, Trover has se-
cured the loan of two more 
paintings from an extend-
ed Baber family member 
in Paris, one from Indiana 
State University and one 
from the Swope’s perma-
nent collection. He added 
another source may provide 
a few more Baber pieces but 
those negotiations are not 
finalized.

SWOPE
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Gary Henry/The Prairie Press

Mallory Eilbracht, right, places an Alice Baber painting for wrapping and transport from the Link 
Art Gallery in Paris to the Swope Art Museum in Terre Haute, Ind., for a special exhibit of Baber’s 
works. Eilbracht is a preparator at the museum and Edward Trover, left, is the museum’s curator 
of collections and exhibitions.

Gary Henry/The Prairie Press

Grasses and other weeds are invading the ornamental plant-
ing areas of the Twin Lakes Park miniature golf course. Park 
board members generally support the idea of removing all of 
the present landscaping and starting fresh with a new plan, 
but the need to replace the all-weather carpet lining the golf 
course is a major expense that may limit what can be done 
about the landscaping.

BY GARY HENRY
ghenry@prairiepress.net

CHRISMAN – The North-
ern Edgar County Ambu-
lance Service will provide 
enhanced service in the near 
future.

Ambulance service co-
ordinator Jeremy Neal and 
another NECAS part-time 
employee have completed the 
paramedic course work and 
are in the final steps to obtain 
certification.

“We will have to buy more 
supplies and drugs that we 
don’t carry now,” Neal told 
the NECAS board at the 
Tuesday, July 30, meeting.

NECAS is currently rated 
as an intermediate ambulance 
service and the EMTs re-
sponding to a medical emer-
gency are authorized to use 
some drugs and provide some 
medical procedures. When 
Neal, or the other person, is 
responding the service can 
function at a paramedic lev-

el and do much more before 
transport and while en route 
to a hospital.

The effort to create a spe-
cial service taxing area to pro-
vide more stable funding for 
NECAS is temporarily sty-
mied. The ambulance serves 
the northern Edgar County 
communities of Young Amer-
ica, Ross, Prairie, Brouilletts 
Creek, Edgar and Shiloh 
townships, plus the towns of 
Hume, Metcalf and Chris-
man.

Ross Township is the only 
jurisdiction that has not 
passed a resolution in sup-
port of creating the special 
service area, although that is 
expected to happen. After the 
Ross Township supervisors 
pass the resolution, the offi-
cial process of holding public 
hearings and allowing for a 
period of protest can start.

Neal said the goal is to have 
the special service area in 
place by the end of the year 

NECAS announces they 
are now ready to upgrade SPECIAL TO THE PRAIRIE PRESS

HUME – Parents of chil-
dren in the Shiloh School 
District can now do school 
registration, including the 
paying of fees, online in-
stead of making a trip to the 
school.

Those who signed up by 

submitting an email address 
will have received a confir-
mation and additional in-
formation giving them ac-
cess to TeacherEase and the 
online registration process.

School officials said there 
are some online forms that 
must be printed and filled 
out. Those forms may either 

be scanned and emailed 
back or physically delivered 
to the school during regis-
tration. The preprinted and 
completed forms may be 
left without a need to stand 
in line. 

The deadline to sign up 
for the online registration 
system was Friday, Aug. 2.

Shiloh’s online registration is working

to decide on a more perma-
nent course of action. One is-
sue the park board has weigh-
ing on them is the expensive 
proposition of replacing the 
all-weather carpet that lines 
the course.

Discussion revealed the 
park board members favor a 

Nancy Zeman/The Prairie Press

The Paris Community Theater’s production of “Willy Wonka Jr.,” based on the Roald Dahl’s 1964 
novel, is 7 p.m. Friday, Aug. 9, and Saturday, Aug. 10, at the Paris Center of Fine Arts. Portraying 
Charlie Bucket is Graham Templeton, left, while Kalvin Rigdon is portraying Willy Wonka, also 
known as the Candy Man. Tickets are on sale at the Prospect Bank or online at www.pcofa.net. 
Advance purchase is necessary as all seats are reserved.

SHILOH STUDENTS ATTEND FCCLA

Special to The Prairie Press

Shiloh High School students Marijain Roberts, left, and Holly Wakefield, right, received gold 
medals for their Chapter in Review Portfolio while attending the FCCLA national conference in 
Anaheim, Calif., earlier this summer.

so it is eligible to receive 
taxes in 2020. Previous 
discussions have indicated 
the ambulance service will 
be out of money and cease 
operation by year’s end 
without a new and reliable 
revenue stream.

NECAS was organized 
in the late 20th century as 
an all-volunteer service. 
The original volunteers 
have aged out and are no 
longer physically able to 
do the work. Few people 
are willing to volunteer as 
replacements and that has 
forced NECAS to create a 
pay system to keep the am-
bulance staffed.

The original financial 
structure of the ambulance 
service was not designed 
for the expense of having 
paid employees, plus the 
increase costs of medical 
supplies, insurance and 
ambulances add to the 
overhead expenses.

course of ripping out all 
of the vegetation currently 
within the miniature golf 
area and replacing it with 
something else. What can 
be done depends on the 
cost and how much longer 
the existing carpet can re-
main in service. 

Gary Henry/The Prairie Press

Edward Trover, Curator of Collections and Exhibitions at the 
Swope Art Museum, is shown with one of the large paintings 
created by artist Alice Baber. The Swope is borrowing several 
pieces from the Baber collection at the Link Art Gallery for an 
exhibit of Baber’s works, Aug. 23-Oct. 27.
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A runner with Chrisman ties com-
pleted what might be the toughest 
cross-country race on earth.

Jordan Reader, the son of Chris-
man native Mark Reader, completed 
the Arctic Triple Lofoten Ultra-Trail 
marathon in late May, 2019. 

The ultra-marathon consisted of 
109 miles of strenuous trail run-
ning across Norway, ranging across 
the Lofoten islands to the country’s 
beaches to mountain paths. 

After a backbreaking 25 hours 
and 24 minutes of running, Reader 
crossed the finish line first, besting 59 
contestants from 22 countries to take 
the win. 

Reader dominated the running 
field, finishing 56 minutes ahead of 
the runner-up.

“It was a very difficult event and the 
terrain and climate that we faced was 
tough,” Reader explained. “Some-
thing about it just caught my eye and 
I was excited for the challenge. All of 
the outside factors, though, are part 
of it and I would love to do some-
thing like this again.” 

With 59 runners starting the race, 
the challenges presented to each con-
testant forced several to drop out of 
the race — some by choice and some 
by necessity. 

Reader cited the weather as one 
of the biggest challenges for partici-
pants. 

“We ran through freezing rain, hail 
and knee-deep pits of mud through 
the first portion of the run,” Reader 
said. “Through the second-half of the 
race we hit really heavy snow in the 
mountains and were actually rerout-
ed around the area.” 

The original route of 100 miles 
quickly became 109 miles as organiz-
ers of the race feared for the safety of 
the runners. 

Despite his socks being soaking 
wet and running into the face of near-
ly 40 mile per hour gusts of freezing 
wind, Reader pushed on. 

“The wind (after the rain) really 
took its toll on some people and a 
several of them dropped out due to 
shock or hypothermia,” Reader said. 

“Of the 59 people that started the 
race, only 13 of them were able to 
finish it.” 

Despite the challenges that oc-
curred along the way, Reader still se-
cured a first-place finish and was able 
to bring a lifetime’s worth of memo-
ries back home with him. 

Even after the 109-mile trek, he is 
sure he will take part in another ul-
tra-marathon in the future. 

“I would really like to run one of 
these again,” Reader said. “It takes 
a toll on your body, though, and my 
recovery is the important thing right 
now.” 

Reader is the son of Mark and Gina 
Reader of Porterville, Calif. Dr. Mark 
Reader, a graduate of Chrisman High 
School, joined his son for the final 23 

miles of the race. 
Reader is the grandson of the late 

Dr. James and Marylou Reader of 
Chrisman. His grandmother still 
lives in Chrisman. 

Reader is in the second month of 
his medical residency program in 
Corvallis, Ore. 

After completing his medical de-
gree in family medicine and hopes 
to incorporate ultra-running into his 
practice. 

“I ran my first ultra-marathon in 
my second year of medical school 
and was hooked from the start,” 
Reader said. “This race in Norway 
was a lot more work and it was hard, 
but I loved it. Norway was so beauti-
ful and I would absolutely go and run 
it again.”
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Tough
to love
Cubs

Major League baseball is 
quickly entering into one 
of the more heated parts 

of the 
season as 
teams are 
rushing 
to make 
a playoff 
bid while 
others 
are all but 
hopeless 
of the 
postsea-
son. 

The ups and downs that 
come with claiming MLB 
fandom in the state of 
Illinois are synonymous 
with the team’s perfor-
mances and their history. 
The rivalries and revulsion 
that develops are not only 
among the clubs, but also 
the fans. 

The Cubs are the team 
you love to hate — espe-
cially if you are a White 
Sox or Cardinal fan while 
the White Sox are the team 
you hate to love. 

At least, that has been 
the case in recent years. 

The crosstown rivalry 
between the Northsiders 
and the Southsiders has 
been a rollercoaster of 
emotions for fans through-
out the years. It embodies 
not just the city but also 
the entire state. 

The Sox — Southsiders 
—  have managed to win 
three World Series titles 
in club history, with the 
most recent in 2005. They 
have claimed six American 
League pennants. More or 
less, the White Sox have 
not been able to do much 
since their championship 
run in 2005. 

Much to the misery of 
their fanbase, the Sox have 
struggled to keep their 
record above .500 since 
2005. The White Sox have 
one playoff appearance 
since that time that result-
ed in an early exit in 2008. 

Last season’s 62-100 
record left fans with their 
faces in their hands — or 
maybe hoping that the 
snobs on the northside 
would lose a little more.

Maybe the Sox need 
more A.J. Pierzynski antics 
or an Ozzie Guillen kick of 
the catcher’s mask. Time 
will only tell, but with the 
White Sox currently stand-
ing 19 games back in the 
American League Central, 
the 2019 campaign seems 
to be another in the shad-
ow of their big brother 
across town. 

The Cubs have enjoyed 
more success then their 
Chicago rivals, climbing 
to new heights in the 21st 
century and securing the  
2016 World Series title 
along the way. 

Along the journey 
however,  theCubbies 
have stumbled from being 
dubbed loveable losers 
to one of the most hated 
teams in baseball. After 
ending a 108-year World 
Series appearance drought 
and 71-year National 
League pennant drought, 
the Cubs beat the Cleve-
land Indians in a 4-3 series 
to win it all. 

When Kris Bryant field-
ed the ground ball in the 
bottom of the 10th inning 
for the final out, the north 
side of Chicago exploded 

See PATTERSON, Page 10A
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Cubs get back on track
Wrigley Field fans welcome team back home as Baez, Heward lead win over Brewers 6-2

CHICAGO (AP) — After 
another rough road trip, Javi-
er Báez and the Chicago Cubs 
came home to Wrigley Field 
and came out swinging.

Báez homered, doubled 
twice and drove in three runs, 
and the Cubs beat the Mil-
waukee Brewers 6-2 on Fri-
day, Aug. 2.

José Quintana pitched sol-
idly into the seventh inning 
and Jason Heyward also went 
deep to help Chicago move 
within one-half game of first-
place St. Louis in the NL Cen-
tral. The third-place Brewers 
fell 2½ games back of the Car-
dinals, who have a rare Friday 
off before starting a two-game 
series at Oakland.

“We just get here and we 
relax,” said Báez, who scored 
twice. “We let the game come 
to us. With the record, when 
we go on the road, we’ve got 
too much pressure to win the 
game.”

Following a 3-6 three-city 
swing that ended with an 
8-0 drubbing at St. Louis on 
Thursday night, the Cubs 
seemed energized from the 
opening pitch for an after-
noon game at their iconic 
ballpark. They improved to 

37-18 at home but are 21-33 
away from Chicago’s North 
Side.

“Everybody knows our 
lineup,” Báez said. “Every-
body can do damage. We just 
got to pass the AB to the next 
guy if you don’t get a hit.”

Manager Joe Maddon is 
mystified by his team’s road 
woes but understands that 

playing at Wrigley — and a 
crowd 41,242 on Friday — is 
a bonus.

“I tell you when you come 
into this ballpark the energy 
from the fans is substantial,” 
Maddon said. “You feel it. I 
think it begins with that.”

Quintana (9-7) also sin-
gled in a run as he won his 
fifth straight decision. The 

left-hander allowed two runs 
on seven hits and struck out 
five and was given a five-run 
lead en route to beating Mil-
waukee for the second time in 
a week.

“I know this lineup and I 
tried to execute my pitches,” 
Quintana said. “Today just 
one pitch up, against (Ryan) 
Braun was homer. After that 

everything was working.”
Three Cubs relievers fin-

ished with three scoreless in-
nings, yielding just one single 
and one walk.

Braun hit a solo shot and 
doubled as Milwaukee lost 
for the fourth time in five 
games. Zach Davies (8-5) was 
roughed up for third straight 
start, allowing four runs in 
four innings.

“The pitches just had a hard 
time finding the edges of the 
plate, which he needs to live 
on,” manager Craig Counsell 
said. “There were just too 
many balls in the middle of 
the plate and falling behind in 
counts, especially early in the 
game. He can’t pitch like that.”

Reigning NL MVP Chris-
tian Yelich went 0 for 4 with 
two strikeouts, ending his 
career-best 19-game hitting 
streak.

The wind blew in steadily 
throughout the game. It held 
up some flyballs, but three 
made it into the bleachers.

Heyward hit his 16th ho-
mer in the first, his first lead-
off blast at home since August 
2014 with Atlanta.

Braun tied it in the second 

Special to The Prairie Press

Chicago Cubs’ Javier Baez, right, is greeted by Kris Bryant, left, after hitting a two-run home run 
against the Milwaukee Brewers during the third inning of a baseball game, Friday, Aug. 2, 2019, in 
Chicago. 

See CUBS, Page 10A

Ozuna 
getting 
work in 
Triple A

Ultra-Marathon tests runner
109-mile cross-country run 
above the Arctic Circle was 
an arduous endeavor 

Special to The Prairie Press

Jordan Reader is ready to participate in the 100-mile Arctic Triple Lofoten Ultra-Trail 
Marathon. Norway’s Lofoten Islands are located above the Arctic Circle and runners 
in the arduous event confronted knee-deep mud, freezing rain, snow in the moun-
tains and 40 mph bone-chilling wind. Reader, the son of Chrisman native Mark 
Reader, won the event by running for more than 24 hours.

SPECIAL TO THE PRAIRIE PRESS

Cardinals left fielder Mar-
cell Ozuna (fractured fin-
gers, right hand) played his 
third rehab game for Mem-
phis on Thursday, Aug. 1, 
but it appears he’s ready.

Ozuna was three for 
four with a three-run ho-
mer and drove in five runs 
Thursday. Cardinals man-
ager Mike Shildt had said 
even before the game that 
“it looks good.”

That means that Ozuna 
likely will be headed to 
Oakland for the start of a 
two-game series tonight.

Matt Carpenter (foot 
contusion), who had been 
nothing for 22 on his re-
habs at Memphis and 
Springfield, went two for 
three with a double and 
drove in three runs for 
Memphis.

Cardinals catcher Yadier 
Molina, who hasn’t started 
a game since July 3 because 
his right thumb — first in-
jured in late May — was 
scheduled for action Fri-
day night in Memphis.

Molina, who has been 
working out with the Car-
dinals the past few days, 
will also catch Saturday 
for Memphis and then be 
re-evaluated on Sunday, 
Shildt said.

Molina likely would 
catch at least one more 
game either Sunday or 
Monday for Memphis, 
which then goes on a 
western trip, so his reha-
bilitation option might be 
transferred briefly to Class 
AA Springfield. But Shildt 
said that Molina wouldn’t 
be playing in Los Ange-
les next Monday through 

See CARDINALS, Page 10A
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Eagle Ridge Memberships 
Single Walk                      $ 900.00       Single w/Cart     $1600.00 
Couple Walk                    $1000.00      Couple w/Cart    $2000.00                 
Family Walk                     $1100.00      Family w/Cart    $2200.00      
Trail Fee $600.00              JR Golf Membership (7-High School Senior) $200.00
Storage Fee $75.00        Club Rental $10.00
Daily Fees   9 Holes              9 Holes              18 Holes             18 Holes 
                  w/ Cart                                           w/ Cart
Monday    $ 9.00              $15.00  $13.00  $23.00
Tuesday – Thursday  $10.00              $17.00  $15.00  $29.00
Tuesday & Thursday Twilight $10.00              $14.00  $15.00  $20.00
(After 3pm)
Friday – Sunday   $15.00              $22.00  $20.00  $34.00
Saturday & Sunday Twilight $10.00              $15.00  $15.00  $25.00
(After 3pm)

Kids 7-14   $7.00              $7.00                  $14.00  $14.00 
(With paying adult)
Eagle Combo Packages Cards
10 – 18 Hole Rounds w/ Cart $ 275.00             CDGA System: $30 
20 – 18 Hole Rounds w/ Cart  $ 525.00
30 – 18 Hole Rounds w/ Cart           $ 750.00

**Upcoming Outings**
August 3-Breadsticka • August 10-Shrine Club • August 16-Nutrien Ag. 

•  August 17-Murph Open • August 24-Elks/ Chuck Milam Memorial
928 Clinton Road, Paris, IL 61944 • www.eagleridgeparis.com  • 217-463-3434

Eagle Ridge Golf Course Rates2019

Hours 
Monday-Friday
8 a.m.-8 p.m. 
Saturday-Sunday
7 a.m.-8 p.m.

(217) 463-3911
112 N Main St  • Paris, IL

We’ve 
got your 

colors

Dalbey Designs

Edgar County’s
Fan Headquarters!

P.O. Box 921 • Paris, IL 61944
“Locally Owned & Operated”

• Roll Off Container Service

• Residential & Commercial 
  Trash Service

• Residential & Commerical
  Lawn Sevice

• Gravel for Driveway
   Repair

• Mulch

Making
Edgar County Beautiful

Phone             (618) 393-2148
Fax                 (618) 392-3352
Toll Free        (888) 678-3175
Cell or Text   (217) 304-6139
kwgmsales732@gmail.com
www.eaglesongm.com
520 Whittle Ave. • P.O. Box 157
Olney, IL 62450 30 YRS SALES EXPERIENCE

WHY VEHICLES COST LESS AT 
EAGLESON GM CENTER!

TRANSPARENT PRICING  •  NO 4 SQUARE GIMMICK PRICING  
•  NO OUTRAGEOUS DOC FEES (OURS IS $31.06)  

• NO OUTRAGEOUS PROCESSING OR PREP FEES (Most 
dealers charge you $200-$500 and you don’t even know it)

NO ONE GIVES HIGHER TRADES THAN US!!!

Kevin Winkler
Sales and Leasing Consultant

We will be closed from 
Wednesday, August 7 th -

Saturday, August 10 th 
for routine maintenance

We will reopen with normal business 

hours Wednesday, August 14th

Betty Jane’s 
    Kitchen110 E. Madison • Paris 

217-921-3764

PATTERSON
FROM PAGE 9A

in celebration. The curse was 
broken and the Cubs fan base 
let everyone know it. 

Several of those seeds of 
hatred sowed by the North-
siders sprouted, joining the 
forests of hate cultivated 
through the years on the 
south side of Chicago, Mil-
waukee and in the heart of St. 
Louis. 

While recent years have 
been good to Cub fans, let’s 
not forget the century of suf-
fering that plagued this club 
and its followers. 

The Steve Bartman inci-
dent, the Lou Brock trade, 
the Billy Sianis curse of the 
billy goat and the countless 

postseason defeats. 
It’s been a rough go-around 

for the Cubs and its fans. De-
spite the City Series rivalry 
being between two teams 
claiming to be so different 
and wanting nothing to do 
with the other, the similari-
ties of tough luck and hard-
ship are not lost on either fan 
groups. 

Both love their teams and 
relish the opportunities to 
celebrate a successful season. 
It is just a matter of how often 
a successful season will come 
around. 

(Jeremy Patterson is a 
part-time sports writer for The 
Prairie Press. He is a graduate 
of Indiana State University 
and a former punter for the 
Sycamores.)

CUBS
FROM PAGE 9A

CARDINALS
FROM PAGE 9A

Wednesday, a series which 
wraps up a two-city trip.

Thus, he would appear ear-
marked to return for a series 
here a weekend from now 
against the Pittsburgh Pirates.

Molina understandably has 
been frustrated at being out 
so long with the injury. It was 
12 days the first time he went 
on the injured list with a torn 
tendon and then a month and 
counting the second time. 

Molina has come to grips 
with the fact that he needs 
to be healed to swing the 
bat without pain shooting 
through his hand whenever 
he would make contact.

“This guy has as much pas-
sion and hunger to compete 
and play this game as maybe 
anybody I’ll ever get to know,” 
said Shildt. “So that can get in 
the way of wanting to come 
back and contribute and play 
the game that he loves with a 
group of guys that he loves in 
a city he loves with an organi-
zation he loves. But it’s been 
clear from the medical team, 
and from his own experienc-
es, that he’s going to have to 
get this behind him. It’s just 
not fair to begin to ask him to 
compete without him feeling 
like it’s behind him.”

Shildt said the progression 
in Molina’s rehab first was 
“first, to get him back in the 
flow of catching, getting his 
legs under him. The timing 
(of his hitting) will go as he 
heals.

“We’ve got a plan that 
everybody, including Yadi, 
agrees with,” the St. Louis 

manager said.
The Cardinals’ rotation 

wheel has spun to veteran 
righthander Michael Wacha 
for perhaps the last time. 

Wacha, who can be a free 
agent at the end of the season, 
was in the bullpen Thursday, 
Aug. 1, but has been nomi-
nated to start Monday night 
in Los Angeles.

There had been consid-
erable anticipation the Car-
dinals would bring in a top-
shelf starter but Wacha said 
he hadn’t paid attention to it.

“I don’t really put any 
thought into who we were go-
ing to acquire or who people 
think we should acquire,” he 
said. “My main focus is to just 
win ball games.

“You try to take advantage 
of every opportunity you 
get.”

In Wacha’s last outing on 
Saturday, July 27, against 

Houston, he threw a grand 
slam to the first hitter he 
faced, Carlos Correa, but 
then reeled off 4 2/3 score-
less innings, striking out five 
while throwing 73 pitches. 
He topped out at 95 mph.

“I just know that the body’s 
feeling good and that it’s 
coming out nice, right now,” 
he said.

New lefthanded reliever 
Adalberto Mejia — claimed 
on waivers from the Los An-
geles Angels — has been a 
starter for most of his major 
league and minor league ca-
reers, and could be used as a 
long man by Shildt.

“He is built up,” said Shildt. 
“He’s got starter history (25 
starts with Minnesota in 
2017-18). (And) he threw 
49 pitches (in relief) on the 
25th.”

The 26-year-old Mejia 
blanked Baltimore on one 

hit, fanning four, when he 
pitched three innings of re-
lief a week ago and then was 
designated for assignment 
afterward. 

“That took me by surprise,” 
he said, through club transla-
tor Carlos Villoria. 

Mejia just had returned to 
his native Dominican Repub-
lic when he learned the Car-
dinals had claimed him.

This year, Mejia said he 
had to adjust to the bullpen, 
both with Minnesota, which 
had him before the Angels 
claimed him on waivers, and 
then for the week the Angels 
had him.

At about this time last 
year, the slider-changeup 
specialist pitched four games 
for Minnesota, three as a 
starter, in which he allowed 
just one earned run in 18 1/3 
innings.

Then he encountered a 
nerve problem with his left 
arm and was out the rest of the 
season with what was called a 
wrist strain. This year, he was 
on the injured list with a calf 
strain. But he said, “I’m 100 
percent and ready to pitch.”

Left fielder Tyler O’Neill 
was in the original lineup, but 
he was taken out because of 
a right hand ailment and re-
placed by Tommy Edman, who 
went to third base, with Yairo 
Munoz moving to left field. 

“We don’t think it’s seri-
ous,” said Shildt, “but it pre-
vented him from being in the 
game tonight.” ...

The Cardinals were off 
Friday before starting a two-
game series at Oakland. The 
A’s swept the Cardinals in a 
two-game series here in June.

on his 16th homer.
The Cubs took a 4-1 lead in 

the third. Báez’s team-leading 
26th homer, to the basket in 
left, made it 3-1. Following 
singles by Willson Contreras 
and David Bote, Quintana 
drove in a run with a bloop 
single.

Contreras and Báez 
knocked in runs with ground-
outs in the fifth and sixth.

ZOBRIST ON SCOPE
Cubs utilityman Ben Zo-

brist, on the on the restricted 
list since May 8 because of a 
divorce, was set to start a re-
hab assignment with Class A 
South Bend Cubs on Friday 
night. President of baseball 

operations Theo Epstein had 
no return date for the 38-year-
old, but said Zobrist would 
work his way up to Triple-A 
this month.

TRAINER’S ROOM
Brewers: Manager Craig 

Counsell said LHP Gio Gon-
zalez won’t have a hard pitch 
count Saturday after leav-
ing his last start, on July 26 
against the Cubs, with tight-
ness in his left shoulder. Gon-
zalez pitched 6 1/3 innings in 
that game, allowing two runs 

on three hits while striking 
out nine.

Cubs: LHP Cole Hamels 
is expected to come off the 
injured list on Saturday and 
start against the Brewers. The 
35-year-old four-time-All Star 
has been sidelined since suf-
fering a left oblique strain at 
Cincinnati on June 28.

UP NEXT
LHP Gonzalez (2-1, 3.48 

ERA) is scheduled to face 
LHP Hamels (6-3, 2.98) on 
Saturday.

Special to The Prairie Press

Cardinal catcher Yadir Molina may be back in the MLB team’s 
lineup soon. Molina played Friday night in Memphis and is 
scheduled to go again tonight for the Triple A team.

101 N. Central Ave., Paris  217-921-3216
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Fall SportS
 PHS — CHS            —      TRI-COUNTY

Football, Cross Country, Golf, Tennis, Volleyball

In just a few weeks, hundreds of Edgar 
County high school students, and thou-
sands of parents and grandparents, will 
be heavily involved with sports — from 
football to volleyball to cross country to 

golf and tennis. And we’ll cover it all with 
team photos (if available), stories and 
schedules to give you the inside scoop 
on each team competing on fields, 
courses and courts this fall. Don’t miss 

spreading the word about your business 
in this section, which will be delivered 
to to homes and businesses throughout 
Edgar County as part of The Prairie Press.

Advertising rates:
Full Page $495
Half Page $275
Quarter Page $145
1/8 Page   $85
Color   Free

Page Dimensions:
Full Page W: 10.25” by D: 9.75”
Half Page W: 10.25” by D: 4.75”
Or Half Page W: 4.75” by D: 9.75”
Quarter Page W: 4.75” by D: 4.75”
1/8 Page W: 4.75” by D: 2.25”

Format: A special section in The Prairie Press, distributed to              

subscribers in Edgar County.

Advertising deadline: Noon, Monday, Aug. 19, 2018

Publication Date: Saturday, Aug. 24, 2019

The Press —  217-921-3216
Nancy —  573-289-3694

 

OPEN DAILY  11 A.M. – 9 P.M.

Specials

Footlong  $2.00

FLAVOR OF THE WEEK:
Tutti-Frutti

Specials start Sunday

(217) 465-5812
309 W. Jasper St.  Paris, IL 

Chicken Strips, Fries & Drink  $6.99

Hilco Real Estate, LLC in cooperation with Joel Schneider, Licensed Illinois Broker #475.153437

SEALED BID SALE
BID DEADLINE: SEPTEMBER 25

40,000± SF 
INDUSTRIAL BUILDING

6200 S. OAK PARK AVE., CHICAGO, IL

Minimum Bid: $1,767,000
Located in an industrial hub less than 
5 miles west of Midway Intn’l Airport

TO BE SOLD BY ROBERT HANDLER, ASSIGNEE FOR THE BENEFIT 
OF CREDITORS OF THE ROY HOUFF COMPANY, LLC 

11,000± SF 
INDUSTRIAL BUILDING
2032 WAREHOUSE RD., NORMAL, IL

Minimum Bid: $495,000
 Well-located within an industrial hub 

less than one mile from I-55

• Total square footage includes: 10,000± SF 
office &9,500± SF walk-in cooler space

• Zoned M1-2 • 17 foot clear height
• Five drive-in doors & six truck-high docks

• Less than 4 mi east of I-55/First Ave. interchange

• Total square footage includes: 1,000± SF office 
& 2,500± SF walk-in cooler space
• Situated on 1± acre • Zoned M-1

• One drive-in door & two truck-high docks
• Illinois State University is only 3 miles south

INSPECTIONS: AUG. 13 & SEPT. 10 • 10AM - 12PM INSPECTIONS: AUG. 15 & SEPT. 12 • 10AM - 12PM

For Additional Info, Please Call or Visit our Website:

855.755.2300  HilcoRealEstate.com

LIQUIDATION OF
THE ROY HOUFF 

COMPANY ASSETS

Sat   7 a.m. - 3 p.m.
Sun   9 a.m. - 1 p.m.

Vadas Auto Parts
138 E. Court St.   Paris, IL
(217) 465-8551

Mon - Fri   7 a.m. - 6 p.m.

HOT DEAL

$698 Sea Foam
Motor 

Treatment 
16 oz. - SEA SF16

Start with
Savings

Charleston, IL 61920

217-345-9451

Aluminum & 
Copper Colors

Jerry Brimner
Free Estimate

All work
Guaranteed

5” Residential
6” Commerical Gutter Covers

Rain-Bow
Seamless Guttering

1DETAILS OF OFFER: Offer expires 9/30/2019. Offer valid on initial visit only. Not valid with other offers or prior purchases. Buy one (1) window, get the next one (1) at 40% off and 12 months 
$0 money down, $0 monthly payments, $0 interest when you purchase four (4) or more windows or patio doors between 6/15/2019 and 9/30/2019. 40% off windows and patio doors are 
less than or equal to lowest cost window or patio door in the project. Subject to credit approval. Interest is billed during the promotional period but all interest is waived if the purchase 
amount is paid before the expiration of the promotional period. Financing for GreenSky® consumer loan programs is provided by federally insured, federal and state chartered financial 
institutions without regard to age, race, color, religion, national origin, gender or familial status. Available only at participating locations. See your local Renewal by Andersen location for 
details. Los Angeles License #992285. Orange County License #990416. MHIC #121441. VA License #2705155684. DC License #420215000125. License MN: BC130983/WI:266951. Excludes 
MN insurance work per MSA 325E.66. Other license numbers available on request. Some Renewal by Andersen locations are independently owned and operated. For J.D. Power 2018 
award information, visit jdpower.com/awards. “ENERGY STAR” is a registered trademark of the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency. “Renewal by Andersen” and all other marks where 
denoted are trademarks of Andersen Corporation. © 2019 Andersen Corporation. All rights reserved. rba12091 *Using U.S. and imported parts.

40%off
WINDOWS AND 

PATIO DOORS

BUY ONE, GET ONE

NO Money Down

NO Interest

NO Monthly Payments
for 1 year

Plus

MINIMUM PURCHASE OF 4
MINIMUM PURCHASE OF 4 – INTEREST ACCRUES 

FROM THE PURCHASE DATE BUT IS WAIVED IF 
PAID IN FULL WITHIN 12 MONTHS

1
1

4040
WINDOWS AND 

PATIO DOORS

BUY ONE, GET ONE

MINIMUM PURCHASE OF 4

Offer ends 
Sept 30

to schedule your FREE in-home consultation
CALL BY SEPTEMBER 30

855-815-3373
Also visit your local showroom.

Installation 
always 

included

It’s Hall of Fame weekend

BY BARRY WILNER
AP Pro Football Writer

CANTON, Ohio (AP) — 
At one end of the room sat 
Tony Gonzalez. All the way 
across it was Ed Reed.

Sometimes in the past, 
that’s as close to each other as 
the two new Hall of Famers 
cared to be.

Same thing for Champ Bai-
ley and Ty Law when it came 
to covering Gonzalez, the 
game-changing tight end and 
matchup nightmare for defen-
sive backs.

They’re all part of the class 
of 2019 that will be inducted 
Saturday night. On Friday, they 
spoke about each other — and 
the honor of entering the pro 
football shrine together.

“It was a hassle dealing with 
Tony,” said Reed, a five-time 
All-Pro for Baltimore as a 
ball-hawking safety and mem-
ber of the NFL 2000s All-De-
cade Team, as were Gonzalez, 
Bailey and Law.  “Tony was 
tough. You needed somebody 
else to help you. I’d tell Terrell 
Suggs, ‘You got to hit him be-
fore you pass rush.’

“Tony was crafty, big, tough 
to get around, a basketball 
guy.”

True. Gonzalez was a two-
sport star at Cal. Clearly he 
chose the right profession, 
making six All-Pro teams, 
catching more passes (1,325) 
than anyone except Jerry 
Rice, and becoming the most 
accomplished tight end in 
NFL history.

Entering the hall with three 
exceptional DBs was striking 
for Gonzalez, whose ability to 
outrun linebackers and out-
muscle or even outjump safe-
ties and cornerbacks made 
him a dominant performer 
for 17 seasons.

“I loved it because he was 
the best,” Bailey said of his 
matchups with Gonzalez 
while both were in the AFC 
West, the tight end with Kan-
sas City, the cornerback with 
Denver. Rarely did defensive 
coordinators ask cornerbacks 
to take on Gonzalez, but Bai-
ley had the smarts, skill and 
temperament to do so.

“Tony was not necessarily 
fast, but fast enough. It was 

kind of refreshing for me to 
go against a bigger guy, not 
one of those (tight ends who 
play like wideouts). I knew 
if the ball ever came his way, 
I had to worry about that big 
body (Gonzalez played at 6-5, 
250, Bailey at 6-0, 195) and 
try to make a play. I never got 
a pick on him. He was one of 
the best.”

Gonzalez echoed those 
thoughts about Reed, Bailey 
and Law, who was a teammate 
in Kansas City in 2006-07.

“Ed was the only safety (of 
the three), and he was a top 
guy,” Gonzalez said. “I loved 
going against him and seeing 
how I stacked up. I won some 
and lost some.

“I went the most against 
Champ, twice a year, because 
the Broncos would match 
him against me a lot. Man, 
that was tough.

“Ty was my teammate for a 
while and I learned a lot, how 
hard he worked at the game.”

The four were joined in an 
interview session by fellow 
enshrinees Kevin Mawae, a 
dominant center for 16 sea-
sons — and, yes, a player on 
the 2000s All-Decade team 
— Johnny Robinson, Gil 
Brandt and the family of late 
Broncos owner Pat Bowlen.

All of them conveyed the 
same message: never back off 
from your goals.

“I never took my eye off 

the process,” said Bailey, who 
spent his first five pro seasons 
in Washington. “What was it 
going to take to succeed? Bu 
I dreamed big from the begin-
ning.”

Bailey as mentored by a 
Hall of Famer, Darrell Green 
during his time in Wash-
ington. He also spent some 
time with Deion Sanders, 
also a Canton enshrine, as a 
Redskin.

“How did I get all this great-
ness around me?” he won-
dered. “It set my foundation.”

Law spoke of his roots in 
Aliquippa, Pennsylvania, 
mentioning how his grand-
parents set him on the cor-
rect path when he could have 
strayed and wound up “six 
feet under.”

“Everything I have faced 
in my life, I can go back to 
Aliquippa and the lessons I 
learned,” he said.

Brandt, who from 1960-89 
was the personnel director 
of the Cowboys and recently 
has been a league consultant 
for the draft, will lead off the 
induction ceremony on Sat-
urday night. One of football’s 
great story tellers, he promis-
es to leave plenty of time for 
the others on the docket to 
speak.

“It’s kind of surreal,” the 
86-year-old Brandt said. “I 
have been at the hall since 
1965; one of my jobs was get-

ting helmets and other things 
signed. You always hope for 
something to happen, but it’s 
almost impossible to happen.”

On Saturday, the hall’s 
doors will open to Brandt 
and the other members of the 
2019 class.

“Very special,” Brandt con-
cluded. “Very.”

Gonzalez enters hall 
with 3 DBs who tried 
to cover him in NFL

Special to The Prairie Press

In this Oct. 14, 2007, file photo, Kansas City Chiefs tight end Tony Gonzalez hauls in his 63rd career 
touchdown during the first quarter of a football game against the Cincinnati Bengals in Kansas City, 
Mo. Gonzalez set the NFL record for touchdown catches by a tight end with the reception. Gonzalez 
will be inducted into the Pro Football Hall of Fame in Canton, Ohio today.

GOT NEWS?
Call Nancy & Gary!

217-921-3216

101 N. Central Ave., Paris  217-921-3216
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Fun for all at Hume F3 Festival

The Air Evac helicopter comes in for a landing at the Hume Festival. The promotional stop gave the crew an opportunity to talk with 
visitors about the service offered through an air ambulance.

Illinois State Trooper Ron Tisdale, right, demonstrates how he works with his K9 partner, Edo, 
during a special program at the Hume F3 Festival. Edo is a Dutch shepherd and Belgian Malinois 
mix and has removed more than $1 million worth of narcotics and marked currency from the 
streets. 

It wasn’t quite the crowd hoped for in the Jumbo Hokey Pokey 
event at the Hume F3 Festival but those that participated still 
had a lot of fun.

ALL PHOTOS COURTESY OF GARY HENRY/THE PRAIRIE PRESS

Volunteers work assembly line fashion to bread the fish squares 
for the Jonah Fish Fry at the Hume F3 Festival.

Kane Luth puts effort into overcoming the drag created by the 
weighted sled in the kiddie pedal pull at the Hume F3 Festival.

Members of the Coon Holler Kids perform at the Hume F3 Festival.

Tony Wheeler, left, of Spencer, Ind., and Brent DeAtley, right, of 
Indianapolis, Ind., partnered for the Hume F3 Festival cornhole 
tournament.

Marvin Smith raises the flag as part of the opening ceremonies 
at the F3 Festival in Hume.

Martha Hance, Hume’s oldest citizen, serves as grand marshal 
for the F3 Festival parade.

Matt Davis of Newman drives his 1954 fire engine in the Hume 
F3 Festival parade. Davis, a Newman volunteer firefighter, said 
the engine was first put into service in Iowa, and he has taken 
on the task of restoring it as a personal project.

Rick Zaayer, right, brought an old Farmall tractor for the Hume 
F3 Festival parade and got some special assistance in driving by 
four-year-old grandson Joseph Zaayer.

A donut-eating contest is a messy business, especially when it’s a warm afternoon and some of the donuts have chocolate icing. A 
contest to see who could eat the most donuts in a given amount of time was one of the new features at the 2019 Hume F3 Festival. 
From left: Jimmy Graves, Joanie Smith and Tim Miller. Miller came in first place, devouring eight donuts within the 10-minute limit.

People pour out the back of a Northern Edgar County Ambu-
lance following the annual effort to stuff as many people as 
possible into a confined space at the Hume F3 Festival. More 
than 40 people crammed into the back of the ambulance.
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BY DANNY BRISENO
dnl.briseno@gmail.com

The talk around town has been all 
about the mural at Lot 50 Brewing 
painted by Paris’ own Bryan Hand. 

The old adage says that a picture is 
worth a thousand words, and if that 
is the case, the mural at one of Paris’ 
newest landmarks is worth a million. 
Since Lot 50 opened a year ago, the 
brewery has had visitors from 42 
states so this mural has the potential 
to be seen by people from all over the 
United States.

Hand took on painting the mural 
for many reasons. One of the biggest 
reasons was his late father, Chuck 
Hand. 

Bruce Young, one of the Lot 50 
partners, explained Chuck Hand 
stopped by frequently while the brew-
ery was under development to check 
on the progress. This made the job 
that much more personal to Hand 
than prior commissions. 

“My dad loved this place,” said 
Hand. “For me to do something like 
this here is like me just giving one 
more nod to my dad.”

Hand speculated about how his 
father would have reacted to what he 
was painting, adding the one thing 
that could have made this experience 
better was if his dad was there as he 
painted

Walking into Lot 50 Brewing one 
can not help but notice the large mu-
ral on the east wall. It covers many 
historical pieces that are close to Par-
is and her residents. Hand covered 
everything from country star Brett 
Eldredge to the 1956 UFO sighting. 
One can quickly see everyday pieces 
in Cargill, the water tower and the 
Edgar County Courthouse. However, 
looking a little closer one sees other 
features that bring questions to the 
table.

Hand came in with an idea of what 
he wanted to paint, but as he looked 
at the wall his ideas evolved. A couple 
of times he painted a section but de-
cided it would look better elsewhere 
so the first effort was painted over and 
started again in another spot.      

The plan had the flexibility to 
change on a whim as it did in the 
last few days of painting. Hand was 
down to just two segments, and as he 
was about to paint a race scene Doug 
Hasler came in and asked if Hand 
and Young had read the history arti-
cle in the July 20 Prairie Press. They 

One of the fonder memo-
ries of growing up in the ’50s 
and ’60s was riding bicycles.  

It was 
primarily a 
boy thing. 
Girls moth-
er-henned 
their dolls 
and played 
pick-up-
sticks, but 
boys were 
rough and 
tough. They 

played in the dirt and tore 
holes in their trouser knees. 
The lucky ones rode bicycles.  

Young teenage boys rode 
bikes to the ball diamond, 
to the park, to playmates’ 
homes on the other side 
of town. If the fire truck 
took off screaming toward 
a distant column of smoke, 
boys followed and watched 
the firemen shoot their hose 
streams. Bicycles meant 
mobility.

However, good common 
sense was a necessity for bike 
riders. Some boys naturally 
grew up with it, and some 
learned the hard way. Hanley 
was one of the latter.

One hot summer after-
noon Hanley, age 14, was 
several blocks from home 
in the west end of Paris.  He 
and a couple of buddies had 
ridden to a particular neigh-
borhood, carrying their ball 
gloves.  There they joined 
some friends and practiced 
softball in an empty lot.   

As the afternoon pro-
gressed, they noticed some 
city workers oiling a nearby 
street. The boys knew the 
routine. First, a street was 
sprayed with thick gooey 
road oil. The next step was 
spreading a fine coating of 
chat to cover the oil. Then 
roller machines ran back and 
forth, creating a firm surface.

Well, Hanley’s friends 
dared him to ride his bike 
through the thick, slushy oil 
before it reached the next 
stage. Hanley knew better, 
but someone called him a 
chicken. That did it. He’d 
show them he could do it. 
Again, this was a boy thing.

Hanley was a master of 
riding, but like the old adage 
that says: “Only the good 
swimmers drown,” he discov-
ered that good bicycles can 
malfunction. He skillfully 
maneuvered the bike for 50 
feet or so before the chain 
unexpectedly jumped off the 
cogs.  

Poor Hanley lost his 
balance and fell sideways, 
just like the bicycle. Needless 
to say, he was splattered with 
black oil from head to foot. 
More oil was accumulated 
as he walked and pushed his 
bike out of the street. Also, 
needless to say, his friends 
laughed themselves silly.  

He muttered some 
self-criticism for exercising 

Boys and 
bicycles

ALLEN
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It’s in our nature to want 
to know what is over the next 
mountain. Throughout our 
100-million year history it has 
served us well to explore and 
conquer new lands. 

The first step is finding a 
way to get there. One of our 
most successful inventions 
dates back 8,000 years to the 
first papyrus square rigged 
boats used to navigate on the 
Nile. Polynesians used dugout 
canoes with outriggers to ex-
plore and colonize the Pacific 
islands. 

The mighty Vikings con-
tributed greatly to improving 
the design of sailing vessels. 
The keel, rudder and trian-
gular sail designs of the long 
ships served them well as they 
dominated the North Atlan-
tic. An updated heavy version 
used by Magellan was the 
first circumnavigation of the 
Earth. Placing a sail on a boat 
opened doors to the world

Looking out from shore 
our ancestors asked, “What’s 
out there?” then set sail on 
the seas to find out. Looking 
lustfully at the stars many 
societies envisioned sailing 

through the heavens and the 
vocabulary of space explo-
ration shows it. Spaceships 
make space-voyages to the 
planets. The person in charge 
is the captain. Take off is a 
launch, and when ships meet 
to connect they are docking. 

Space travel is founded 
on maritime traditions. Last 
week scientists added the 
classic sail with Lightsail-2 
proving we can use sunlight 
to sail between the planets.

Solar Sailing was seriously 
considered by Johannes Ke-
pler 400 years ago. Observing 
comets had tails, he postulat-
ed a solar breeze and debated 
the potential with his friend 
Galileo. There is a thin breeze 
blowing out from the sun 
created by eruptions from 
solar flares. We sometimes see 
Northern Lights when theses 
charged particles of solar 
wind reach Earth. 

This wind can blow a 
million miles per hour but 
is thin and sporadic. It is not 
a dependable power source 
but there is a better option. 
Sunlight travels 186,000 miles 
a second or 700 million miles 

an hour. 
In 1873, James Max-

well, known for Maxwell’s 
equations, 
demonstrat-
ed sunlight 
exerts a small 
amount of 
pressure 
when it 
reflects off 
shiny surfac-
es. Science 
debated 
whether light 

was a wave or a particle until 
1905 when Einstein postulat-
ed the photon to explain the 
photoelectric effect. This led 
directly to quantum theory 
and acceptance that light can 
be viewed as a stream of parti-
cles the same as wind being a 
stream of air molecules. 

Photons have no mass but 
they have velocity and mo-
mentum. When they hit and 
bounce back from a reflector 
they transfer momentum to 
the reflector. When NASA 
launched our first response 
to Sputnik, Echo-1, a tiny 
balloonish satellite, it got 
shoved off course by sunlight 

shining on it.
Solar sailing was a dream of 

Carl Sagan’s. He had designs 
to use a half-mile square sail 
to visit Haley’s Comet, but 
the project was canceled. 

Sagan later founded the 
Planetary Society in 1980 as 
a private venture. There are 
now 50,000 members around 
the world. Crowdfunding 
space technologies gives 
citizens more voice. Proving 
solar sailing is practical was a 
longtime goal of the Plane-
tary Society, and this week 
the LightSail-2 proved it 
works. An 11-pound package 
equal in size to three bread 
loaves, Lightsail got added 
to a SpaceX mission. Testing 
commenced July 24 when the 
thin, aluminized Mylar square 
sail about 20 feet on a side 
was unfurled. It’s positioned 
so sunlight shines on it, creat-
ing a small force. 

The force generated against 
the sail matches predictions. 
It is enough to accelerate the 
box at 0.02 inch per second 
squared. It’s small at the start, 
but with a constant force 24 
hours a day, it will increase 

speed to 340 miles an hour in 
a month and continue gaining 
speed. Normal rockets only 
coast with limited fuel.

Space exploration is 
possible with a sail set to 
bounce photons. The small 
pressure in time may reach 
speeds of 150,000 mph. That 
is fast enough to reach Pluto 
in five years. A sail equipped 
spaceship could reach Mars in 
a month and using laser assist 
it might arrive at Mars in 
three days. Once a solar vessel 
reaches the planet it can use 
gravity to slingshot around 
and back toward Earth using 
inertia and gravity for the 
return trip. There’s no need to 
add weight by carrying fuel.

Visionaries believe solar 
clipper ships will make 
asteroid mining possible. 
Such vessels would sail out to 
the asteroid, collect valuable 
metals then continue to Ju-
piter for a gravity swing and 
return to Earth. 

Solar sailing offers poten-
tial for deep space explora-
tion. Using sails, a ship could 
set off for Alpha Centauri 
4.3 light years away. The ship 

would continue accelerating 
and could be assisted with 
high intensity laser beams. 
Lasers beams from Earth 
don’t spread out so they 
would hit the sail, reflect and 
transfer momentum. In time, 
the ship could reach speeds 
up to 20 percent the speed of 
light and the star in less than 
30 years compared to the 
70,000 years required by a 
traditional rocket. 

Sagan shared his dream 
in “Shores of the Cosmic 
Ocean,” Cosmos Episode 
1. This week supporters 
proved it works by taking a 
shakedown cruise around the 
Earth. Like in the lyrics from 
Styx on Grand Illusion “They 
climbed aboard their starship 
and headed for the skies … 
Come Sail Away, Come Sail 
Away With Me.”

(Terry Sullivan’s fascina-
tion with science started as a 
child watching Carl Sagan’s 
“Cosmos” and James Burke’s 
“Connections” on PBS. He is 
the technology and curriculum 
director for the Shiloh School 
District. Email him at sulli-
vant@shiloh1.us)

Solar sailing opens new possibilities for space exploration
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Grab a pint with Paris celebs

See CODGER, Page 2B

Danny Briseno//The Prairie Press 

Bryan Hand is shown with the completed mural depicting parts of Paris history he painted at Lot 50 Brewing.

PARIS NATIVE PAINTS MURAL AT LOCAL BUSINESS

Gary Henry/The Prairie Press 

Paris native and country music star Brett Eldredge performs in the Lot 50 
mural.

Gary Henry/The Prairie Press 

Abraham Lincoln did not consume alcohol but he was around it plenty when staying 
in the hotels and taverns providing accommodations while riding the Eighth Judi-
cial Circuit as an attorney. One of the places he lodged in Paris occupied the block 
where Lot 50 Brewing is located.

See LOT 50, Page 2B

SPECIAL TO THE PRAIRIE PRESS

TERRE HAUTE, Ind. 
— When doing family 
history research, it is com-
mon to accumulate a large 
amount of information 
from a variety of sources.  
The use of a computer soft-
ware program to help orga-
nize this information can be 
useful.

Beginning Tuesday, Sept. 
3, and running six consecu-
tive Tuesdays, the Wabash 
Valley Genealogy Society 
(WVGS) is offering a free 
beginners class using Leg-
acy Family Tree, a popular 
genealogy software pro-
gram.  

The class will involve six 
two-hour class sessions on 
Sept. 3, 10, 17, 24 and Oct. 
1 and 8.  Participants have 
the option of an afternoon 
from 2-4 p.m. (EDT) or an 
evening class from 6-8 p.m. 
(EDT).  The classes will be 
held in the Haute Create 
Room, at the Vigo Coun-
ty Public Library in Terre 
Haute.

Legacy Family Tree is a 
family history computer 
program that makes it ex-
tremely easy to store gene-
alogical information.  Leg-
acy keeps track of names, 
dates, places, events, notes, 
photographs and much 
more, all in an intuitive 
manner that allows seeing 
the big picture of the en-
tire family.  In addition, the 
program enables family re-
searchers to display family 
data in a variety of attrac-
tive and easily understood 
formats.  

Editing and adding new 
information is simple and 
understandable. 

Individuals interest-
ed in participating in the 
class can register on-line 
at www.inwvgs.org or by 
submitting name, home 
phone number, home ad-
dress and e-mail address 
to Joy McPheeters at 
ejmcpheeters@gmail.com.  
Class size is limited so reg-
ister now.  

Following registration, 
participants will receive 
additional instructions on 
preparation prior to the first 
class session.  While the 
classes are free, participants 
will need a USB Flash Drive 
to use in each class.

Anyone with general 
questions about the WVGS 
and its programs can call 
812-230-0631 or check the 
WVGS website: www.in-
wvgs.org.

Beginner 
genealogy 
classes 
open soon
Program teaches 
ins and outs of 
Legacy Family Tree 
software

Gary Henry/The Prairie Press 

The 1956 sighting of a UFO over Paris also made it into the mural.
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Paris Community Theater Presents

SHOWTIMES
August 9th  7pm
August 10th 7pm

Paris Center of Fine Arts
14040 E 1200th Rd 
Paris IL 

TICKETS ON SALE NOW
Online 

www.pcofa.net
In Person 

 Prospect Bank

All Seats $10 

Presented Through Special Arrangement with Music Theater International

CODGER
FROM PAGE 1B

EASTERN STAR DONATES

Special to The Prairie Press

Paris Chapter #7 of the Order of the Eastern Star donated 22 sets of headphones, markers, sci-
ence labs, books and Christmas ornaments to make for all of the children in Karla Gorman’s sec-
ond grade class at Memorial School. Adopting A Classroom was just one of several philanthropic 
projects Eastern Star completed this year. This chapter of Eastern Star has two major fundraisers 
a year to finance good works: a chicken/noodle dinner in April and a homemade pie sale at the 
Shriner’s Barbecue in June. Back row, left to right, Rondal and Rose Leeman of the Eastern Star 
and Memorial second grade teacher Karla Gorman holding her grandchildren. 

MILESTONES

Yuza toasts 101st birthday
SPECIAL TO THE PRAIRIE PRESS

Mary Yuza is celebrating 
her 101st birthday with a 
card shower. 

Yuza was born Aug. 9, 
1918, at Chicago. She mar-
ried Joe Yuza in 1939, and he 
passed away in 2006.

She moved to Paris in 
1966. Through the years, she 
enjoyed traveling with her 
husband, visiting 48 states. 
She enjoyed planting flowers, 
and her tomato plants. 

She was a volunteer cook 
at St. Mary’s School and 
is a member of St. Mary’s 
Church. She was involved 
with the Catholic Daughters, 
Altar Society and went on 
several retreats. 

She belonged to a bunco 
club, a grandmothers club 
and still enjoys playing cards.

She has four living chil-
dren Joe (Beth) Yuza Jr. of 
Wichita, Kan., John Yuza 
of Paris, Jeff ( Joan) Yuza 
of Sarasota, Fla., and Mary 
Jo (Larry) Edens of Ada, 
Okla.; seven grandchildren, 
Joe (Kara) III of Wichi-
ta, Kan., Steve of Chanute, 

SHARE YOUR MILESTONE: Submit news of your anniversary, engagement, wedding or birth for free: email nzeman@prairiepress.net or mail The Prairie Press, 101 N. Central, Paris, Ill., 61944. 

Trine celebrates 80th birthday

SPECIAL TO THE PRAIRIE PRESS

The family of Nancy Trine 
is hosting her 80th birthday 
celebration 2-4 p.m. Aug. 11 
at the Spicer Pavilion, Twin 
Lakes Park. 

Trine was born in 1939, the 
only child of Noble and Thel-
ma Toliver. Her life has been 

one filled with love. First, the 
love her parents lavished on 
her. The love she shared with 
her late husband Leslie Trine, 
whom she married in 1958, 
and the love between her and 
her sons, Kenneth, Kevin and 
Steven.

Her sons recall that even 
when discipline was meted 
out love always prevailed. 
They added the love between 
their parents set the example 
for their long marriages. Ken-
neth married Ginger Stanley, 
Kevin married Lucy Roberts 
and Steven married Kim Ful-
ton.

The love of her grandchil-
dren: Kris, Kurt, Kay, Lo-
gan, Lindsay, Kody, Kendra, 
Kara and Layton; and two 
great-grandchildren, Kenne-
niah and Timothy, continues 
the long tradition of family 
love.

She found the love of Jesus 
as a teenager and that has in-
tensified her love for others 
and helped guide her in other 
endeavors. 

Trine is also a giver and 
supporter. She gives freely of 
food, help, support, encour-
agement, cookies, sweets, gifts 
and on occasion her opinion. 
As a child, she befriended and 
defended the underdog and 
continued through her life in 
welcoming the hurting, both 
human and animal into her 
home. She has a special soft 
spot for stray cats in need of 
food and care. 

The family encourages any-
body who has experienced 
Nancy Trine’s love through 
family, church and commu-
nity involvement to join them 
during the open house. They 
have also requested no gifts, 
but cards are appreciated.

Kan., Mike ( Jennifer) of 
Wichita, Kan., Jennifer 
(Francois) of Sarasota, 
Fla., Logan ( Jessica) of 
Oklahoma City, Okla., 
Laramie of Ada, Okla., 
and Cullen of Ada, Okla.; 
and 10 great-grandchil-
dren, Olivian of Wichita, 
Kan., Seth of Chanute, 
Kan., Derek and Hayden 
of Wichita, Kan., Olivia 
of Sarasota, Fla., and Kas-
sidy, Kynnsey, Rhyann, 
Aubrey and Madison of 
Oklahoma City, Okla.  

She has one deceased 
daughter, Janice, and one 
deceased grandchild, 
Clayton.

Cards wishing her a hap-
py birthday may be sent in 
care of Paris Healthcare 
Center, 1011 N. Main, 
Paris, IL. 61944.

“We take your results seriously...We guarantee it!”

WE ARE OPEN 
FOR BUSINESS LOANS!

Current  Business Loan Offer*
Prospect Bank to waive 

up to $1000.00 in Closing Costs

*Subject to the following terms and conditions: Minimum 
loan amount of $500,000.00, credit and terms approval, 

maintenance of primary business deposit accounts and the 
approved loan with Bank for a minimum of three years.  
Closing Costs waived by the Bank would be limited to 

mortgage title policies or title searches, UCC searches, 
recording fees and appraisal fees. 

bankprospect.com
111 Elm Street • Clinton, IN 47842

Phone: (765) 832-2411
www.jacksoncars.com

335 S. 3rd Street • Clinton, IN 47842
Phone: (765) 832-3564
www.jacksoncars.com

Ryan Walton
Sales Representative

Shawn Walton
Sales Representative

Come see us today!It’s       Worth  The Drive

Hidden Garden
 Tea Room  

  Antiques&

Antiques Store  Hours
Wed - Fri  9-5

Sat  9-3
Tea Room Hours
Wed - Sat  11-2

Specials
Wed 08/07 :
Chicken & 

noodles, mashed 
potatoes, green 

beans & roll

Fri 08/09:Thur 08/08:
Sloppy Joe 
sandwich,

baked parmesan 
potato bites &

choice of salad

116 N Illinois • Chrisman, IL (West side of the square) • (217) 251-2636

Saturday’s special will be "Chef's Choice" along with 
sandwiches, soup and salad(s).

Friday Night, August 9: Don’t miss our “Robin’s in the 
Garden” Event!  our interpretation of a wine and canvas night. 

Give us a call for details, pre-registration recommended.

Gourmet pork 
chop, baked 
potato, green 
beans & roll

Gary Henry/The Prairie Press 

The Lot 50 Mural depicts a little known incident from the early 
1930s when the Indiana State Police came to town and engaged in 
a shoot out with suspected members of the John Dillinger gang. 
The violent confrontation occurred in front of the Hotel France, 
just a couple of doors east of the Lot 50 Brewery.

LOT 50
FROM PAGE 1B

lack of common sense. He 
also realized there were more 
problems to face, namely his 
mother, and worst of all, his 
dad.

Mom scrubbed him 
vigorously with washrags 
soaked in gasoline. This was 
followed by a hosing with 
cold water followed by a 
scrubbing with soap in a 
washtub full of warm water. 
Then another hosing and a 
shampoo.  

Hanley felt cleansed when 
finished, but he smelled like 
Super Shell for three days 
afterward.

The worst part was when 
the old man came home from 
work and listened to Mom’s 
explanations and complaints 
for 20 minutes. One of the 
worst dreads of a boy is to 
watch his dad approach with 
butt kicking on his mind. To-
day, it’s called child beating, 
though an equally appropri-
ate term would be common 
sense-beating.  

For sure, Hanley became a 
much wiser bicycle rider.

(Allen “Big Al” Englebright 
is a retired schoolteacher and 
storyteller. Contact him at The 
Prairie Press, 101 N. Main, 
Paris, Ill., 61944.)

had not, but after reading 
the piece about Edgar Coun-
ty’s pioneering aviator Eber 
Hamilton Lee, the race scene 
was out and Lee was in.

There are also some hid-
den items in the mural for 
gazing eyes to find. Melinda 
and Bruce Young are working 
on QR codes so that one can 
can use a Smartphone and 
be taken to a page telling the 
patron about certain parts of 
the mural.

Hand and Young are 
pleased with the final result 
saying the mural is every-
thing and more than antici-
pated. The look and smile on 
Young’s face simply stated it 
all.  

The mural at Lot 50 Brew-
ing is an attraction every cit-
izen of Paris can be proud 
of. Its massive size and pro-
portions call for a visit to the 
brewery just to see the mural.  

In the end, Hand had a 

simple reason for accepting 
the project.

“I love Paris. It is my home-
town, and I love its people,” 
he said. “I wanted to be able 
to give them something back 
for what they did for my 
mom and dad.”

Hand not only gave back to 

the community but also cre-
ated something to go down in 
the history books.  

Lot 50 is still accepting 
donations to cover the cost 
of the mural. More informa-
tion about that is available by 
contacting Young at Church 
Insurance.
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Anybody wanting to do 
something good for the local 
environment should consider 
planting native Illinois plants.

The Edgar County Mas-
ter Naturalists presented a 
program July 28 at the Edgar 
County Historical Society re-
garding the benefits of native 
plants over ornamentals that 
originated in other locations. 
Sara McCrocklin, Liz Gough, 
Nancy Hansel and Tammy 
Hess stressed how going na-
tive makes a difference, espe-
cially for sustaining a diverse 
population of insects.

“Native plants and insects 
have evolved together,” said 
McCrocklin. “Insects are good 
because they are at the base of 
the food chain.”

She added songbirds are 
dependent on insects as a food 
source and a pair of songbirds 

will consume thousands of in-
sects while raising a brood in 
the nest. Other animals also 
depend on insects as a food 
source and those animals in 
turn become prey for other 
species.

Naturalists have noted in-
sect populations are declining 
and that is largely the result of 
habitat loss. Fewer insects can 
put other species at risk as a 
key food source dwindles. 

McCrocklin said a native Il-
linois white oak tree is known 
to support more than 530 
types of insects but popular 
ornamental trees may only 
harbor one or two varieties.

The loss of habitat is a prov-
able fact. McCrocklin said 
when Illinois became a state 
in 1818 there were 8 million 
acres of wetlands as compared 
to 6,000 acres in 2019. Forests 
have shrunk from 14.3 million 
to 4.3 million acres, and the 

hardest hit environment is the 
namesake of the Prairie State. 
Twenty-two million acres of 
tall grass prairie have virtually 
disappeared until there is only 
.01 percent of the prairie left in 
isolated pockets.

According to McCrocklin, it 
is easy to blame the cities that 
have cut trees, filled in wetlands 
and paved over everything and 
then to expand the blame out 
to the suburbs where the stan-
dard is lawn grass and a few ac-
ceptable ornamentals. 

The farm belt with large 
expanses of monoculture row 
crops is just as disruptive of 
the natural environment as the 
cities and suburbs, said Mc-
Crocklin.

“Our pollinators are hurt-
ing,” she said referring to but-
terflies, native bee varieties 
and the domesticated honey-
bees.

BY DANNY BRISENO
SPECIAL TO THE PRAIRIE PRESS

During his early life, Augustus Chaf-
lin French never thought a small town 
in the Midwest was to play a vital role in 
how his life developed.

 He was born Aug. 2, 1808, at Hill, 
N.H. Not much is known about his par-
ents, Joseph and Eunice French, except 
his father died while Augustus French 
was still a child. Young French loved 
school. He could not get enough and 
entered Dartmouth College, but had to 
withdraw because of a lack of funds.

French did not let money stop him 
from achieving his dreams. He took to 
studying at home. In 1823, he was ad-
mitted to the bar and started a law prac-
tice. He moved to the frontier state of 
Illinois and first settled in Albion. That 
stay was short and by 1825 he was at Ed-
gar Courthouse in the newly established 
Edgar County. The town was renamed 
Paris three years later, and French built 
a successful law practice here. When his 
mother passed he took on the additional 
responsibility of his younger siblings.

With a successful law practice for 
support, French entered politics. He 
served his first term in the 1837 Illi-
nois Legislature. After his term, French 
moved to Palestine to take his new po-
sition as the Receiver of Public Monies. 
He was in charge of taking the money 
paid to the United States Government 
for land. 

French married Clarissa Kitchell 
Oct. 15, 1839. That marriage was cut 

short by her death in 1841. French mar-
ried Lucy Southworth June 28, 1843, 
and the couple had 11 children, with 
the last born in 1859.

His next big political move came in 
1844. He was a presidential elector for 
James K. Polk. French became popular 
in Illinois politics not only for the elec-
tion but also for his support of the War 
with Mexico.

In 1846, French was elected the ninth 
Governor of Illinois. His agenda was 
clear from the beginning – erase the 
state debt. He pushed for the funding 
to do so. Many other things happened 
while French was in office. The Mor-
mon Church left Illinois after the state 
pulled the charter for the city of Nau-
voo. He also watched Chicago boom in 
growth with the building of the Illinois 
and Michigan Canal and the Chicago 
Union Railroad.

After a new state constitution was ad-
opted in 1848, French was unanimously 
renominated for governor and won the 
election in a landslide. He left office in 
1853 with his main objective achieved. 
The entire state debt was eliminated 
during his administration. 

French’s role in public service con-
tinued after leaving the executive office. 
The state’s 10th governor, Joel Mat-
teson, appointed French as a bank com-
missioner. The new job meant moving 
to Lebanon, and while a resident of 
Lebanon, French also became a profes-
sor of law at McKendree College.

His last attempt for political office 

was in 1858 when he was defeated for 
State Superintendent of Public Instruc-
tion. French remained politically active 
and participated in the 1862 Copper-
head Convention, which was an unpro-
ductive convention to replace the 1848 
state constitution. It earned the name 
because of the stance delegates took 
against the Civil War that was raging at 
the time. 

French passed away Sept. 4, 1864.
Paris may not have been French’s 

birthplace but it played a role in shaping 
his future life. French could have easily 
made his life as a lawyer in Paris, but like 
many he used the town as a stepping 
stone.

SPECIAL TO THE PRAIRIE PRESS
www.history.com

Many Americans get the Pil-
grims and the Puritans mixed 
up. Common thinking is: They 
were both groups of English 
religious reformers. They both 
landed in modern-day Massa-
chusetts. And they were both 
stuffy sourpusses, right?

To understand the biggest 
differences between the Pil-
grims and the Puritans, one 
has to go back to the Protestant 
Reformation, which swept 
across Europe after Martin Lu-
ther nailed his 95 Theses to the 
church door in 1517. 

Thanks to the printing press, 
non-clergy had access to the 
Bible in their native languages 
for the first time. They began 
to question why the Roman 
Catholic worship services 
were so different than those of 
the primitive Christian church. 

The Reformation was slow-
er to arrive to the British Isles, 
but England had its own split 
from the Roman Catholic 
church in 1534. The Church 
of England was similar to Ca-
tholicism in every way, except 
instead of the Pope carrying 
divine authority, it was the 
British Crown. 

Every British citizen was 
expected to attend the Church 
of England, and those who 
didn’t were punished by the 
state. One group of farmers 
in Northern England, known 
disparagingly as the Separat-
ists, began to worship in secret, 
knowing full well it was a trea-
sonous activity. 

“[The Separatists] were 
hunted and persecuted, and 
many of them faced the loss 
of their homes and the loss of 
their livelihood,” says Donna 
Curtin, executive director of 
the Pilgrim Hall Museum in 
Plymouth, Mass. “When it 
became impossible for them 
to continue in this way, they 
began to seek another place to 
live.”

They first fled to the Neth-
erlands, a wealthy maritime 
superpower that was far more 
religiously diverse and toler-
ant. But while life in Holland 
was peaceful, it wasn’t English, 
and the Separatists feared their 
children were losing their na-
tive culture. They decided the 
only way to live as true English 
Christians was to separate even 
further and establish their own 
colony in the New World. 

Those Separatists moving 
to the North American colo-
nies did not call themselves 
Pilgrims, and wouldn’t have 
heard that term in their life-
times. The first usage of capi-
tal-P Pilgrim appeared around 
1800, when a group of citizens 
in Plymouth proposed the 
creation of a Pilgrim Society 
to organize the annual cele-
bration of the founding of the 
Plymouth Colony in 1620. Be-
fore 1800, the Separatists who 
landed at Plymouth Rock were 
known as the first-comers or 
forefathers.

The Pilgrims arrived in New 
England in December. Rough-
ly half of the 102 passengers 
on the Mayflower died that 
first winter from starvation, 
exposure and disease. With 
the help of the native Wampa-
noag people, the Pilgrims 
learned to fish and farm their 
new lands, resulting in the 
famous feast of Thanksgiving 
attended by natives and new 
arrivals in 1621. 

Who were the Puritans? 
While the Separatists 

believed the only way to live 
according to Biblical precepts 
was to leave the Church of 

Sometimes it takes a lot 
of patience to get someplace 
you want to be. I am not 
talking 
about 
some-
where far 
off and 
exotic, I 
am talking 
about just 
arriving 
some-
where in 
a 50 or 60 
mile radius from Paris. 

During our outing on our 
anniversary, we had to go an 
extra 14 miles to get to our 
destination at Shackamak. 
That wasn’t really too bad, 
but when pulling a camper, 
I wondered if the road was 
good enough for our old 
truck and camper to travel 
on. There were two railroad 
crossings that should have 
led to our destination and 
both were closed. 

Our son-in-law found a 
secret passage around one 
of them when he came 
over, but on the return trip 
we decided to go through 
Terre Haute. I really don’t 
like to pull the camper up 
41 and right down the main 
drag. No problem, though, 
because we were a little 
smaller than most semis. 

The other day we took 
our car and made a sashay 
around the country by 
going to Casey to get a 
camper part. We decided 
to visit some more camper 
stores around Terre Haute 
and then headed north on 
41 to Clinton. When we got 
to the Route 163 turn off to 
cross the Wabash, we found 
the bridge was closed. We 
thought we might as well go 
on to Rockville and take the 
scenic, curvy ride. 

We decided to go by the 
Camper Store on Route 1 
as we came back. It took us 
so long to get there because 
of the extra miles and time 
they were closed when 
we arrived. We did notice 
there was a sign at Rockville 
about 36 being closed later, 
but we were able to sail right 
down it. We were in the car 
and got a chance to eat at a 
different place at Rockville 

Point A to 
Point B gets 
complicated

See STANLEY, Page 4B

See PLANTS, Page 4B

Puritans, 
pilgrims and 
propaganda

Advantageous landscaping

ROGER
STANLEY
NOTES FROM 
THE PRAIRIE

Paris was political stepping stone

See PURITANS, Page 4B
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A bumblebee forages on a purple coneflower in the plot of 
native plants the Edgar County Master Naturalists have behind 
the Eslinger Cabin at the Edgar County Historical Society. 
Illinois has lost significant tracts of native habitat and insect 
pollinators like bees and butterflies are suffering, which in 
turn impacts organisms on up the food chain.

Medicine has changed
over the years ...

Our customer
service hasn’t.

                                              Steve Benefiel R.PH                    Dustin Melton, R.PH.
Denise Allanson, R.PH      Missy Speicher, PharmD

Jackie Owen, PharmD

Due to the city’s safety concerns with our east alley, we have been forced to discontinue our drive-up service for an 
indefinite period of time. Customers needing drive-up service may use our south alley and ring the video doorbell.

Native plants are diverse, a boon for pollinators and better suited for the local climate

STATE HISTORY INTERSECTED WITH LATTER-DAY SAINTS

Special to The Prairie Press

This image is from a daguerreotype of the City of Nauvoo as it appeared when Governor Augustis C. French and the Illinois 
Legislature pulled the city’s charter. Nauvoo was the home of the new and controversial Church of Jesus Christ of Latter 
Day Saints religion.

Special to The Prairie Press

Augustus French, Illinois’ ninth gov-
ernor, spent some time in Paris as a 
frontier lawyer.
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RURAL SCHOOL REUNION 
AUG. 11
Anyone who attended a 
one-room country school 
in Edgar County is invited 
to attend the Rural School 
Reunion 12:30 p.m. Aug. 
11 at the First Christian 
Church in Paris. The cost 
is $14 per person and 
reservations must be made 
and paid for by Aug. 5. 
Contact Marge Houghland, 
221 Clark Street, Paris or 
call 217-463-7610 or 217-
822-7610

GENEALOGY LIBRARY 
REDUCES HOURS
The Edgar County 
Genealogy Library is 
reducing its weekly 
schedule to two day per 
week for the remainder 
of the summer. The new 
hours are 9 a.m.-4 p.m. 
Thursday and Friday from 
now through Sept. 6.

FOOTNOTES

PLANTS
FROM PAGE 3B

Gary Henry/The Prairie Press

Gene Killion, a legend among American beekeepers, was one of the 
speakers Sunday, July 28, at the Edgar County Historical Society. 
He discussed the role of honeybees in pollinating plants, but the 
changing environment and the emphasis on row-crop monoculture 
that is eliminating natural diversity is stressing honeybees and all 
other pollinators. Killion said the U.S. experienced a 40 percent 
loss in honeybee population during the 2018-2019 winter. 
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and enjoy seeing how the 
crops were doing.

This last weekend we had a 
Stanley Reunion planned for 
Turkey Run State Park north 
of Rockville, Ind. Before we 
went our son found on his 
computer that Route 36 was 
closed from Montezuma to 
Rockville. Rosie and I quickly 
checked to see if the Clinton 
Bridge was open and found it 
was open for one-way traffic. 
Thank goodness the same 
trick was not pulled as the one 
we faced when we went to the 
other park. 

It seems during road 
construction’s busiest season 
someone sees fit to close all 
the roads they can that lead to 

our planned destination. 
If we had gone on 36 and 

had to detour, that would have 
been more than a 30-mile de-
tour and we would have ended 
up back on 41. Good thing for 
modern technology. We knew 
the shortest distance to Turkey 
Run was through Clinton and 
up 41. 

We got to take the beautiful 
scenic drive again, and I only 
dove on those rumble strip 
warnings that we were over the 
center stripe four or five times. 
A truck pulling the camper just 
seems to drift that way worse 
than the car does. Oh, well 
that keeps me alert along with 
a holler from Rosie when I 
swing a curve too wide. 

Our son, Junior, flew into 
Willard up at Savoy and when 
we went to pick him up we 

found the way we usually go 
from Philo to Route 45, was 
closed so we only had to go 
eight to 10 miles out of our 
way. When we take him back 
it will probably be more mun-
dane by going to Arcola and 
up on Interstate 57 instead of 
a narrow Champaign County 
black top. 

His flight was changed 
and we will be taking him 
up to the airport at six in the 
morning instead of six in the 
evening because the evening 
flight was canceled. I wonder 
if those that run the roads in 
the sky communicate with 
those who run the roads on 
the ground?

Roger Stanley is a lifelong resi-
dent of Edgar County, an author 
and retired farmer. Email him at 
rstanley1937@hotmail.com.)

STANLEY
FROM PAGE 3B

England entirely, the Puritans 
thought they could reform the 
church from within. Some-
times called non-separating 
Puritans, this less radical group 
shared a lot in common with 
the Separatists, particularly a 
form of worship and self-orga-
nization called the congrega-
tional way.

In a congregational church, 
there is no prayer book, no for-
mal creeds or belief statements 
and the head of the church isn’t 
a pope or the king, but Jesus 
Christ as revealed in the scrip-
tures. Sabbath worship doesn’t 
include sermons and preach-
ing, but extemporaneous testi-
fying by the Holy Spirit. As an 
organizing principle, congrega-
tional churches are bound to-
gether by a covenant and make 
decisions democratically. 

The Puritans ultimately de-

cided to journey to the New 
World, but not for the same rea-
sons as the Separatists. The Pu-
ritans, who already had some 
money, saw a favorable invest-
ment opportunity by owning 
land in America. Somewhat 
paradoxically, the Puritans also 
believed by being far away from 
England, they could create the 
ideal English church.

When the Puritans settled 
the Massachusetts Bay Colo-
ny in 1630, they arrived in 17 
ships carrying more than 1,000 
passengers. They came with 
money and resources and di-
vinely ordained arrogance. Just 
10 years later, the Massachu-
setts Bay Colony was a Puritan 
stronghold of 20,000, while 
humble Plymouth was home to 
just 2,600 Pilgrims. Plymouth 
was fully swallowed up by Mass 
Bay just a few decades later. 

Because the Pilgrims and the 
Puritans share a similar back-
story, their legacies often got 
blurred in the minds of later 
generations of Americans, and 
not always accidentally. Writing 
in 1820, Daniel Webster used 
the Pilgrims as nostalgic sym-
bols of Manifest Destiny, which 
was more of a Puritan thing: 

“Two thousand miles west-
ward from the rock where their 
fathers landed, may now be 
found the sons of the Pilgrims 
... [cherishing the blessings] of 
wise institutions, of liberty, and 
religion.”

Sarah Crabtree, a historian at 
San Francisco State University, 
admits she gets frustrated by 
the slippage between the Pil-
grims and the Puritans. 

“It contributes to the myth 
that ‘the first Thanksgiving’ and 
‘religious freedom’ are part and 
parcel of America’s origin sto-
ry,” writes Crabtree in an email. 
“The Puritans and their ‘City 
on a Hill’ explicitly rejected 
religious freedom and never at-
tempted to adopt the Pilgrims’ 
initial, fleeting cooperation 
with American Indian peoples.

“A lot of our mythology 
about the Pilgrims comes out 
of the early 20th century, when 
Americans were once again 
recreating their identity at a 
moment of great cultural up-
heaval,” says Curtin. “America 
was changing with the rise of 
manufacturing and the rise of 
immigration, when many new 
people were coming in to be-
come Americans.”

Gene Killion, who is per-
haps the dean of American 
beekeepers, agreed. He said 
in the 1950s before row crop-
ping displaced pastures and 
hayfields, it was common to 
get two honey harvests a year. 
One harvest is the norm now.

It is not just less honey that 
is a concern. The lack of vari-
ety in the environment, not 
just in Illinois, but everywhere 
in the country is stressing 
and threatening honeybee 
populations. Colony collapse 
disorder is a pending disaster 
entomologists are trying to 
understand.

“The U.S., this past winter, 
lost 40 percent of its bees,” 
said Killion.

He also took the United 
States Department of Agri-
culture to task for recently de-
claring yellow sweet clover as 
a noxious weed. The plant is a 
major food source for bees.

The Master Naturalists ac-
knowledged it is not possible 
to bring back the original Il-
linois ecosystem but if more 
people add native plants to the 
landscaping that can help. Ef-

forts can range from a planter 
full of coneflowers to several 
acres devoted to recreating a 
tall grass prairie.

Gough discussed some of 
the benefits of putting native 
plants in the yard, garden and 
elsewhere. They are hardy 
and require less care. Once 
native plants are established 
they don’t need fertilized, are 
drought resistant, as perenni-
als they don’t require planting 
every year, they help clean the 
air and with roots up to six 
feet deep contribute to water 
soaking into the ground while 
helping to control erosion. 

Hansel and Hess talked 
about the native plant garden 
behind the Eslinger Cabin 
at the historical society. It is 
unlikely the early settlers un-
derstood the complexity of 
the ecosystem between native 
plants and insects or how the 
plants contributed to main-
taining the environment, but 
they did know the plants of-
fered practical uses.
Black-eyed Susans sup-

plied a yellow dye for clothing.
Bottle gentian was good 

for poultices and some be-
lieved for the treatment of 
snakebites.

Joe Pye Weed produces a 
powerful diuretic.
Marsh Blazingstar was 

used for kidney problems and 
to treat backpain.
Purple coneflower, called 

echinacea, is still popular with 

herbalists for treating a variety 
of ailments.

“Illinois has about 2,500 
species of vascular plants and 
more than 300 are on the en-
dangered species list,” said 
Hansel.
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“Then he took them with him and they 
withdrew by themselves to a town called 
Bethsaida, 11 but the crowds learned about 
it and followed him. He welcomed them 
and spoke to them about the kingdom of 
God and healed those who needed healing.”
Luke 9: 10-11

SPECIAL TO THE PRAIRIE PRESS

Archaeologists believe they have 
likely found the Church of the Apos-
tles, which is said to have been built 
over the house of Jesus’ disciples Peter 
and Andrew in the ancient Israeli city 
of Bethsaida, near Israel’s Sea of Gali-
lee.

Mordechai Aviam of Kinneret Ac-
ademic College, on the shore of the 
Sea of Galilee in northern Israel, said 
this season’s dig at nearby El-Araj con-
firmed it as the site of Bethsaida, a fish-
ing village where Peter and his brother 
Andrew were born according to the 
Gospel of John. 

 Archaeologists believe that el-Araj 
is the site of the ancient Jewish fishing 
village of Bethsaida, which later be-
came the Roman city of Julias.

Previously, the group had uncovered 
evidence of the church’s existence, such 
as reliquary that once could have held 
the remains of the Apostles Philip, An-
drew and Peter, pieces of marble from 
its chancel screen and small gilded glass 
blocks called tesserae that were used in 
ornate church wall mosaics. 

The Byzantine church was found 
near remnants of a Roman-era settle-
ment, matching the location of Beth-
saida as described by the first century 
AD Roman historian Flavius Josephus, 
Aviam said. 

Now, archaeologists have an-
nounced they discovered the church’s 
ornate mosaic floors, parts of which 
are well-preserved, Fox News reports. 

“These discoveries already informed 
us that the church was waiting to be 
found somewhere nearby,” professor 
Steven Notley of Nyack College, told 
Fox News. “It is always remarkable 
to bring these beautifully decorated 
floors to light after being buried for al-
most 1,500 years.”

The professor said the discovery 
of the church is significant, as many 
scholars had questioned its existence.

“Although it is mentioned in Byz-
antine pilgrimage itineraries, many 
thought these reports mistaken,” Not-
ley said. “Of equal importance, the 

church indicates that there existed a 
living memory in the Christian com-
munity about the location of Beth-
saida, home of Peter and Andrew and 
Philip ( John 1:44),” he said.

According to historians, Bavarian 
bishop and saint Willibald visited the 
area around 725 AD and reported a 
church at Bethsaida had been built on 
the site of Peter and Andrew’s home, as 
described in the New Testament. Beth-
saida is also the location where Jesus 
healed a blind man, according to Mark 
8:22-26, while Luke 9:10-17 describes 
a nearby location for the feeding of the 
5,000 people.

According to Willibald, Aviam says, 
Bethsaida lay between the biblical sites 
of Capernaum and Kursi.

“Between Capernaum and Kursi 
there is only one place where a church 
is described by the visitor in the eighth 
century and we discovered it, so this is 
the one,” he said.

Christians recognize Saint Peter, 
originally a fisherman, as one of the first 
followers of Jesus and the leader of the 
early Church following the ascension.

The Catholic Church also venerates 
him as its first pope.

El-Araj, known as Beit Habeck in 
Hebrew, is not the only candidate for 
the site of Bethsaida.

“We excavated only one third of the 
church, a bit less, but we have a church 
and that’s for sure,” Aviam said. “The 
plan is of a church, the dates are Byz-
antine, the mosaic floors are typical… 
chancel screens, everything that is typi-

cal of a church.”
Notley said the discovery of the 

church reinforces the team’s belief that 
el-Araj is indeed ancient Bethsaida.

The team also uncovered a Roman 
period house from the main excava-
tion site, leading experts to believe 
the ancient Jewish village, which was 
re-founded by the Jewish tetrarch 
Herod Philip as a polis and re-named 
Julias, had spread over a very large area. 
Archaeologists found typical Jewish 
stone vessels and Jewish oil-lamps and 
over 20 Roman-period coins and fish-
ing lead weights there.

Notley told Israeli daily newspaper 
Haaretz that while archaeologists are 
confident in their discovery, the iden-
tification of the church cannot be en-
tirely proven unless an inscription is 
found. “It would be normal to find an 
inscription in a church of the Byzan-
tine period, describing in whose mem-
ory it was built, for instance,” he told 
the paper.

Still, he told Fox News he believes 
the next excavation season at el-Araj 
will reveal more of the ancient site, 
adding the team plans to entirely exca-
vate the Byzantine church.

“Thus far, we have only uncovered 
some of the southern rooms of the 
church, likely the southern aisle,” Not-
ley said. “At the end of this season, we 
were just beginning to uncover the 
mosaics of what is likely the nave, the 
center section of the church.”

Aviam is convinced that he and his 
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The ex-president bent over 
the book, using a razor and 
scissors to carefully cut out 
small squares of text. Soon, 
the book’s words would live in 
their own book, handbound 
in red leather and ready to be 
read in private moments of 
contemplation. Each cut had 
a purpose — and each word 
was carefully considered. As 
he worked, Thomas Jefferson 
pasted his selections — each in 
a variety of ancient and mod-
ern languages that reflected his 
vast learning — into the book 
in neat columns. 

Thomas Jefferson was 
known as an inventor and 
tinkerer. But this time he was 
tinkering with something held 

sacred by hundreds of millions 
of people — the Bible. 

Using his clippings, the ag-
ing third president created a 
New Testament of his own 
— one that most Christians 
would hardly recognize. This 
Bible was focused only on Je-
sus, but none of his mystical 
works. It didn’t include major 
scenes like the resurrection or 
ascension to heaven, or mir-
acles like turning water into 
wine or walking on water. In-
stead, Jefferson’s Bible focused 
on Jesus as a man of morals, 
a teacher whose truths were 
expressed without the help of 
miracles or the supernatural 
powers of God. 

Made for his private use 
and kept secret for decades, 
Jefferson’s 84-page Bible was 

the work of a man who spent 
much of his life grappling with 
— and doubting — religion.

Prepared near the end of the 
ex-president’s life, the Jefferson 
Bible — as it is now known 
— included no signs of Je-
sus’s divinity. In two volumes, 
“The Philosophy of Jesus of 
Nazareth” and “The Life and 
Morals of Jesus of Nazareth,” 
Jefferson edited out biblical 
passages he considered over-
the-top or that offended his 
Enlightenment-era sense of 
reason. He left behind a care-
fully condensed vision of the 
Bible — one that illustrated his 
own complex relationship with 
Christianity.

The book was kept private 
for a few reasons. Jefferson 
himself believed that a person’s 

religion was between them and 
their god. Religion is, “a matter 
between every man and his 
maker, in which no other, & 
far less the public, [has] a right 
to intermeddle,” he wrote in 
1813. 

But there was another rea-
son for Jefferson to keep his 
revised Bible private. In the 
early 19th century, taking a 
knife to the Bible was nothing 
less than revolutionary. If the 
book had been known, argues 
Mitch Horowitz, who edited a 
reissue of Jefferson’s book, “it 
likely would have become one 
of the most controversial and 
influential religious works of 
early American history.” 

Jefferson’s editorial work 
happened in a United States 
deeply rooted in state-spon-

sored religion. Though many 
emigrants had come to Ameri-
ca to flee religious persecution, 
laws about religious practice 
were part of pre-Revolutionary 
life. Even after the founding of 
the United States and the rat-
ification of the First Amend-
ment, states used public funds 
to pay churches and passed 
laws upholding various tenets 
of Christianity for more than 
a century. Massachusetts, for 
example, didn’t disestablish its 
official state religion, Congre-
gationalism, until 1833. 

Jefferson, a believer in ratio-
nal thought and self-determi-
nation, had long spoken out 
against such laws while keep-
ing his own views on religion 
fiercely private. In 1786, he 
wrote a Virginia law forbidding 

the state from compelling any-
one to attend a certain church 
or persecuting them for their 
religious beliefs. The law un-
seated the Anglican Church as 
the official church of Virginia. 
Jefferson was so proud of his 
accomplishment he told his 
heirs he wanted it inscribed 
on his tombstone, along with 
his authorship of the Declara-
tion of Independence and his 
founding of the University of 
Virginia. 

During his political career, 
Jefferson’s religious views — or 
lack thereof — drew fire from 
his fellow colonists and citi-
zens. The Federalists charged 
him with atheism and rebellion 
against Christianity during the 
vicious 1800 election. Among 

The patchwork Jefferson Bible

Working 
together 
on many 
fronts

Every week readers can 
see at the bottom of this 
column, “Pastor’s Perspec-

tive is 
provided 
by the 
Paris 
Min-
isterial 
Fellow-
ship.”  

I was 
thinking 
some-
one out 

there might want to know 
what the Paris Ministerial 
Fellowship is, and I plan to 
use some of this month’s 
columns to let them know. 
First, we are a group who 
appreciates this newspa-
per letting us contribute a 
column. Thank you, Prairie 
Press.

There are approximate-
ly 30 churches with the 
address Paris, Illinois. Some 
of them are located right in 
the center of town, others 
quite a few miles away.  

The Paris Ministerial 
Fellowship is composed 
of all of those pastors and 
churches who wish to 
cooperate on some joint 
projects and services to the 
community.  We realize 
some of the pastors will 
not be available for our 
September-through-May 
first Thursday of the month 
meetings, but we still want 
to involve as many pastors 
and churches as we can.  

We thank Horizon 
Health for providing space 
for us to meet, in their con-
ference room.  While PMF 
and the Hospital Chaplain-
cy Program are two separate 
operations, many of the 
pastors are involved in both.

 At our meetings, we 
plan a few annual joint 
worship services, giving 
church members the chance 
to worship together with 
Christians from churches 
other than their own. We 
also review how our Com-
munity Assistance Program 
to families in need is 
working out. That program, 
and the worship services, 
will be described in future 
columns.

We hear presentations 
from community service 
providers, which can help 
our church members and 
the community at large. Re-
cent presenters, for exam-
ple, were Horizon Health 
Senior Care, Willow Brook 
Memory Care, “Praying 
for Paris,” and some of our 
school principals. And we 
open our meetings with 
devotions and close them 
with a time of prayer.

More details to come. 
 (Rodger Allen is the 

Pastor at the Paris Presbyte-
rian Church.  Email him at 
rodger@parispresbyterian.
org. Pastor’s Perspective is 
provided by the Paris Minis-
terial Fellowship.)

RODGER
ALLEN
PASTOR’S
PERSPECTIVE

Church of the Apostles found

See MONEY, Page 6B

Chicago 
RCA in 
financial 
trouble
SPECIAL TO THE PRAIRIE PRESS

CHICAGO — In 2013, 
the Roman Catholic Arch-
diocese of Chicago held the 
single largest giving cam-
paign in its history, bring-
ing in pledges totaling $427 
million.

Of that, $150 million was 
supposed to be set aside by 
the archdiocese to fund its 
schools through the Cath-
olic Education Scholarship 
Trust.

But six years later, the 
archdiocese holds just one-
third of the money pledged 
in the To Teach Who Christ 
Is campaign to save its strug-
gling schools, according to 
a Chicago Tribune investi-
gation.

And schools and parishes 
continue to close across the 
archdiocese.

The Tribune investigation 
— which included inter-
views with church officials, 
as well as reviews of internal 
financial reports provided 
by those officials and the 
education trust’s state tax 
filings — pointed to a num-
ber of factors contributing 
to the archdiocese’s financial 
woes.

For one, half of that mon-
ey earmarked for schools 
was pledged in the wills of 
donors who remain very 
much alive, the archdiocese 
told the newspaper.

And then, Tribune in-
vestigative reporter David 
Heinzmann told NPR’s 
Morning Edition, “There is 
a bit of a mystery here.”

People within the church 
have raised questions about 
how the archdiocese runs its 
accounting balance sheets, 
Heinzmann said. There’s a 
limit to what religious in-
stitutions have to disclose 
publicly, he said, compared 
to other nonprofit organi-
zations.

In a written statement, 
the Archdiocese of Chica-
go said it had hoped to raise 
$350 million through the 
To Teach Who Christ Is 
campaign — $100 million 
in major gifts and $250 mil-
lion from parishes.

Goals for the campaign 
included $150 million for 
the trust, along with $150 
million for parishes, $30 
million for critical facility 
issues, $10 million for reli-
gious education and cate-
chist training, $8 million for 
academic excellence and $2 
million for innovation in re-
ligious education, according 
to the statement.

“The current funding of 
the various programs is a di-
rect outcome of the manner 
in which gifts have been ac-
tually pledged and actually 
collected,” it said.

The audit committee of 
the Archdiocese Finance 
Council recently reviewed 

Special to The Prairie Press

A decorative cross from a Byzantine-period church at the El-Araj excavation, one of 
the sites that could be ancient Bethsaida. El-Araj, known as Beit Habeck in Hebrew, is 
not the only candidate for the site of Bethsaida.

Photo courtesy Mordechai Aviam
Co-directors of the Galilee early church excavations at their recent dig site, historian Jacob Ashkenazi, foreground, and 
archaeologist Mordechai Aviam from the Kinneret Institute for Galilean Archaeology at the Kinneret Academic College. 

Why Thomas Jefferson rewrote the New Testament, editing out words of Jesus’ miracles and resurrection

See BIBLE, Page 6B

See CHURCH, Page 6B

STORIED EARLY CHURCH UNCOVERED IN ISRAEL
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AUGUST 4 OUTDOOR WORSHIP 
SERVICE
The next special Elevate Praise 
worship service is 7 p.m. Aug. 4 in 
Linn Park at Martinsville. Saving His 

Creation, a worship team of Green-
ville University students, is leading 
the service. Those attending should 
bring their own seating. A conces-
sion stand providing sandwiches, 
chips, cookies, water and sweet tea 
opens prior to the service.

AUG 20 LUNCHEON
The Christian Women’s Connection 
of Terre Haute’s next luncheon is 11 
a.m. Aug. 20 in the MCL Meeting 
Room at Meadows Shopping 
Center. Pat Ellerholz speaks about 
every face telling a story, and Joe 
Craft is providing the music. Call 
Julie at 812-234-7388 or Sherri at 

812-249-3084 for more information 
and to make reservations.

AUG. 18 A NOTABLE EVENING AT 
PATTON UNITED METHODIST 
CHURCH
The Patton United Methodist 
Church, 21775 East 2250th Rd., 
Dennison, is having special music 
5 p.m. Aug. 18, featuring “The 
Notable Evenings” with Tim Saiter.  
The church is located one mile west 
of the Indiana/Illinois State Line 
on the Clark/Edgar County Line 
Road; however, County Line Road 
is closed west of the church due to 
the bridge being out. 

GRACE NOTES

MONEY
FROM PAGE 5B

Children’s Sunday at First Christian Church
SPECIAL TO THE PRAIRIE PRESS

The First Christian Church 
is celebrating Children’s Sun-
day during the 8 and 10 a.m. 
worship services Sunday.

Children’s Sunday finish-
es the week of Vacation Bible 
School at the church, and both 
services include the popular 
handouts highlighting chil-
dren, family and faith in hu-
morous and inspirational ways.

The 10 a.m. service features 
the children singing songs 
from Vacation Bible School 
and includes a VBS report to 
let everyone know highlights 
from the prior week.

Vacation Bible School at 
the church had The Incredible 
Race as a theme and served 
children from age four through 
fifth grade. The 2018 Bible 
School session had record at-
tendance. 

Offerings collected during 
VBS are designated for the lo-
cal Hope House. The kids en-
joyed participating and watch-
ing each day as the amount 

grew closer to the $700 goal. 
Donations for this offering 
will continue to be accepted 
through Children’s Sunday.

Parents, grandparents, 

friends, relatives are all in-
vited to come see the kids 
and share the worship as the 
church thanks God for chil-
dren and families. FCC loves 

and includes all kids, and one 
of those ways is on Children’s 
Sunday.

The public is invited to at-
tend this special service.  

xx

The First Christian Church of Paris recently concluded Vacation Bible School and The Great Race 
was the theme. It was a record year for attendance. The church is celebrating the Bible School 
accomplishments with Children’s Sunday for both the 8 and 10 a.m. worship services Sunday, 
Aug. 4.

August 14 
teachers’ 
breakfast 
by PACW
SPECIAL TO THE PRAIRIE PRESS

A Paris back to school 
tradition is entering its 70th 
year.

Paris Area Church Wom-
en (PACW) is hosting the 
annual welcome back teach-
er breakfast 8:30 a.m. Aug. 
14 at Lake Ridge Christian 
Church. The event is for all 
educators, administrators, 
board members of both Paris 
95 and Crestwood and local 
clergy.

As part of the event, su-
perintendent and principals 
have the opportunity to in-
troduce new teachers.

The PACW back to school 
breakfast features home-
made coffee cakes, fruit, 
juice, coffee and tea.

Churches affiliated with 
the PACW are: St. Mary’s 
Catholic Church, First Bap-
tist, First United Methodist, 
Presbyterian, First Christian, 
Otterbein United Methodist 
and Vermilion Methodist 
and Lake Ridge Christian. 

Plus  taxes  
for 12 mos .

$4000
mo.

 

The price you see is the
price you pay.

$

price you pay.

 

 
 

Ask me how to Bundle and save. CALL TODAY!

  
   866-798-3302   

$40 Internet O�er: Price for Internet speed tiers (10M to 100M) for new residential customers when bundled with another qualifying AT&T service (TV/AT&T Phone/Wireless). Pricing includes Wi-Fi Gateway. Excludes gov’t charges. Must maintain a qualifying bundle and service addresses must match to receive advertised pricing. Prorated ETF ($180) 
applies if Internet is disconnected before end of 12 months Activ/Installation: $35 activation fee (self-install) or $99 installation (full tech install) may apply. Credit restrictions apply. Pricing subject to change. †Unlimited data allowance may also be purchased separately for an add’l $30/mo., or maintain a bundle of TV & Internet on a combined bill and 
receive Unlimited Internet data ($30 value) at no add’l charge. For more info, go to www.att.com/internet-usage. ††Internet speed claims represent maximum network service capability speeds. Actual customer speeds are not guaranteed and may vary based on several factors. For more information, go to att.com/speed101. INTERNET SVC: AT&T Internet, formerly 
known as AT&T U-verse, is High-Speed Internet provided over an advanced digital network.
O�ers may not be combined with other promotional o�ers on the same services and may be modi�ed or discontinued at any time without notice. Other conditions apply to all o�ers. STARZ® and related channels and service marks are the property of Starz Entertainment, LLC. Visit starz.com for airdates/times. On Demand services are included with subscription to STARZ 
and STARZ ENCORE linear television services. STARZ® online services are only accessible through participating partners in the U.S. and certain U.S. territories where a high-speed broadband connection is available. Outlander ©2018 Sony Pictures Television, Inc. All Rights Reserved.
©2018 AT&T Intellectual Property. All Rights Reserved. AT&T, the AT&T logo and all other AT&T marks contained herein are trademarks of AT&T Intellectual Property and/or AT&T a�liated companies.

Outlander on STARZ® 
Outlander available with a STARZ® subscription.

Limited availability in select areas.
 May not be available in your area. 

Call us to check availability.

12-mo. agmt, other qualifying service 
& combined bill req’d. Incl. 1TB data/mo. 

$10 chrg for each add’l 50GB 
(up to $100/mo.).†

AT&T Internet 100

GET MORE FOR YOUR

Iv Support Holdings LLC

 www.more4yourthing.com/press

Retail Meat 

Custom

Butchering

Edgar County Locker

Retail Meat/Custom Butchering
edgarcountylocker@gmail.com

810 N. 2nd St.
Marshall, IL 62441
(217) 826-6543

116 E. Steidl Rd.
Paris, IL 61944
(217)466-5000

   Great for the

GRILL!
Chicken Bacon Cheddar Patties

1500 N. Michigan  P.O. Box 259 
Marshall, Illinois 62441

Ford

Your new

adventure 
awaits at Dorsett!

Toll Free: 
1-866-826-FORD

Bus. Phone:
(217) 826-2346

For more info visit our page at facebook.com/LincolnTrailRestaurant

Saturday Special
•Sirloin Steak Pineapple and Shrimp Skewers

•Seafood Trio

Sunday Special
•Beer Battered Fish Tacos

•Steak Stir Fry

Lincoln Trail State Park, 
Marshall, IL

 2 miles south of Marshall on Route 1

Breakfast Buffet
Sunday ONLY

Tues, Wed, Thur  11-8
Friday  11-9

Saturday  8-8
Sunday  8-2

August 17 th
        4-7 p.m. (IL time)

FISH FRYFISH FRY
Tickets:

$9 in advance
$9.50 at the door

New Providence Presbyterian
1751 N. 2250th St. • Paris IL

Dine-in or drive-thru

Not advertising …

You know what you’re doing, but no one else does!
is like blowing kisses in the dark.

101 N. Central Ave., Paris  217-921-3216

them was Theodore Dwight, 
a journalist who claimed that 
Jefferson’s election would 
shoo in the end of Christian-
ity itself. 

Jefferson continued to 
wrestle with his own views on 
Christianity after his presiden-
tial term ended. His personal 
correspondence often dealt 
with religion and religious 
freedom. In 1820, when he 
was 77 years old, he began ex-
cising the portions of the New 
Testament he found unneces-
sary. 

“Even when this took some 
rather careful cutting with 
scissors or razor,” writes his-
torian Edwin S. Gaustad, “Jef-

ferson managed to maintain 
Jesus’ role as a great moral 
teacher, not as a shaman or 
faith healer.” Jefferson didn’t 
intend for the Bible to be read 
by others, Gaustad notes. “He 
composed it for himself. He 
cherished the diamonds.”

During Jefferson’s lifetime, 
few people knew about the 
former president’s revised Bi-
ble, which he willed to Martha 
Randolph, his eldest daughter. 
But in the 1880s, a Johns Hop-
kins University student, Cyrus 
Adler, found the cut-up books 
in a private library. When he 
learned they were Jefferson’s, 
he began a search for the book 
they became. 

In 1895, Adler finally got 
access to Jefferson’s Bible. By 
that time, the first volume, 

“The Philosophy of Jesus of 
Nazareth,” was lost. But Jef-
ferson’s great-granddaughter 
agreed to sell the second vol-
ume, “The Life and Morals 
of Jesus of Nazareth,” to the 
Smithsonian Institution. 

Now the world knew about 
Jefferson’s private Bible, and 
from 1904 to the 1950s, in-
coming Senators received 
their own copy of the Bible. 
That practice ended once the 
government-sponsored print-
ing ran out, but in the 1990s, 
economist Judd W. Patton 
revived the tradition, and be-
gan mailing it to each member 
of Congress. Today, Jeffer-
son’s secret Bible is held by 
the Smithsonian Institution, 
which has digitized the book 
for anyone to read. 

campaign finances, according 
to the archdiocese.

The committee found the 
funds have been disbursed 
and managed according to 
three principles applied as 
they were received, it said: Par-
ishes were allowed to keep the 
money they had raised over 
their local goals. Funds from 
the campaign were dispersed 
according to the proportions 
outlined in its marketing ma-
terials. And if donors designat-

ed a gift for a specific purpose, 
the archdiocese honored their 
wishes.

“We look forward to con-
tinuing to manage these criti-
cal donations according to our 
stated goals and standards,” the 
archdiocese’s statement said.

Chicago also faces many of 
the same financial challenges 
before the Catholic Church 
across the country: increasing 
numbers of retiring priests, 
decreasing school enrollment 
and population shifts from cit-
ies to suburbs.

Meanwhile, weekly offerings 

have remained flat.
The archdiocese already has 

paid $210 million to victims of 
sexual abuse by priests and ex-
pects to pay out another $156 
million. That money has come 
mostly by selling some of its 
valuable real estate in the city, 
the archdiocese told the news-
paper.

“A lot of good strides are be-
ing made, but we’ve just got to 
get this monkey off our backs 
from perverts from 30 years 
ago,” Archdiocese Finance 
Council Chairman Ed Weh-
mer told the Tribune.

CHURCH
FROM PAGE 5B

international team are digging 
in the right spot.

“We have a Roman village, 
in the village we have pottery, 
coins, also stone vessels which 
are typical of first century Jew-
ish life, so now we strengthen 
our suggestion and identifi-
cation that El-Araj is a much 
better candidate for Bethsaida 
than e-Tell,” he said.

“It has been excavated for 
the past 32 years. We started 
digging two years ago because 
we thought it’s the better one 
and now we have the proofs.”

Special to The Prairie Press

Mosaic flooring from a Byzantine-period church at the El-Araj excavation, one of the sites that 
could be ancient Bethsaida.
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A year after calling proposals 
allowing Americans to import 
cheaper drugs from Canada a 
gimmick, Health and Human 
Services Secretary Alex Azar 
said the federal government 
is open for business on such a 
strategy.

Azar announced a prelimi-
nary plan Wednesday, July 31, 
to allow Americans to import 
certain lower-cost drugs from 
Canada. Insulin, biological 
drugs, controlled substances 
and intravenous drugs would 
not be included.

The plan relies on states to 
come up with proposals for 
safe importation and submit 
them for federal approval.

Under a second option, 

manufacturers could import 
versions of any FDA-approved 
drugs from foreign countries 
— including insulin — and 
sell them at a lower cost than 
the same U.S. versions. This 
appears to be a way drugmak-
ers could avoid some of the 
contracts they have with drug 
middlemen, known as phar-
macy benefit managers.

“The administration has rea-
son to believe that manufactur-
ers might use this pathway as 
an opportunity to offer Amer-
icans lower cost versions of 
their own drugs,” according to 
the plan announced Wednes-
day. “In recent years, multiple 
manufacturers have stated (ei-
ther publicly or in statements 
to the administration) that 
they wanted to offer lower cost 

versions but could not readily 
do so because they were locked 
into contracts with other par-
ties in the supply chain.”

The announcement marked 
the latest shift by the Trump 
administration on the de-
cades-old debate about for-
mally allowing Americans to 
buy drugs from Canada, where 
prices are significantly lower. 

Drugmakers were quick to 
criticize the plan. Stephen J. 
Ubl, president and CEO of the 
brand-name drug trade group, 
the Pharmaceutical Research 
and Manufacturers of America, 
called the plan far too danger-
ous for American patients.

“There is no way to guar-
antee the safety of drugs that 
come into the country from 
outside the United States’ 

gold-standard supply chain,” 
he said in a statement. “Drugs 
coming through Canada could 
have originated from anywhere 
in the world and may not have 
undergone stringent review by 
the FDA.”

But Sen. Lamar Alexander 
(R-Tenn.), chairman of the 
Health, Education, Labor and 
Pensions Committee, said he 
welcomed the administration’s 
move to reduce costs. “The 
key for me is whether this plan 
preserves the Food and Drug 
Administration’s gold standard 
for safety and effectiveness,” he 
said in a statement.

The same medicines are of-
ten cheaper in other countries 
than in the U.S. since most 
developed countries negotiate 
with drugmakers to set prices. 

But opponents of importation 
say sending drugs over the 
border will increase the chanc-
es Americans get counterfeit 
medications, a claim often 
boosted by the drug industry.

As drug prices have soared 
here, Americans are more open 
to buying drugs from Canada. 
Some have been driving over 
the border for decades; others 
use online pharmacies or place 
orders at storefronts that con-
nect buyers to pharmacies in 
Canada and other countries.

Although these strategies 
are technically illegal, the gov-
ernment does not prosecute 
individual offenders. Nor has 
it moved to stop the dozens 
of cities, counties and school 
districts across the United 
States that have programs for 

employees to buy drugs from 
Canada and elsewhere.

The administration is offer-
ing, “a real plan for America to 
benefit from prescription drug 
importation, but the proof is 
in the follow-through,” said 
Gabriel Levitt, the co-founder 
of PharmacyChecker.com, a 
private company that verifies 
international online pharma-
cies and compares prescription 
drug prices for consumers. 
He said, given Azar’s support, 
he thinks the plan has a good 
chance.

While Families USA Exec-
utive Director Frederick Isasi 
praised the announcement, he 
cautioned it’s not a major fix for 
high U.S. drug prices.

“This is a tactic not a policy 

Cheaper drug import strategy

Fitness 
frenzy leads 
to questions 
about steps
BY BRUCE HOROVITZ
Kaiser Health News

When Sonia Anderson 
got her first Fitbit step track-
er, her poor pooch, Bronx, 
had no idea of all the steps 
that were coming.

The device — which 
counts every step Ander-
son takes and displays those 
steps on an app — was a 
Christmas gift from her 
daughters two years ago.

At the time, Bronx, 
a Yorkshire terrier, was 
younger and could still man-
age the additional walks up 
and down the trails along 
the sprawling apartment 
complex in Alexandria, Va., 
where Anderson lives. An-
derson was on a mission to 
clock 10,000 steps a day.

More recently, as Bronx 
hit age 13, the dog started 
coming to dead stops during 
these long treks, as if to ask: 
What’s going on here?

Like many other folks 
50 and older, the 63-year-
old Anderson has been 
commandeered by the 
step-tracker craze that began 
about a decade ago, and her 
dog is an unwilling victim.

Anderson has bought 
into the $26 billion global 
step tracker industry and 
matches her daily count 
with her Fitbit-wearing 
friend, Landy Sorensen, 
43. The two women have 
become inseparable Fitbit 
fanatics and competitors at 
the Arlington Food Assis-
tance Center, where they 
amass additional steps every 
Friday morning while vol-
unteering in the food bank. 
Now, they diligently count 
each other’s steps on their 
cellphone apps in real time 
— and compete to record 
just one more step than the 
other.

“My Fitbit made me a 
friend I’d have never had,” 
Anderson said.

It might also help her live 
longer, according to a recent 
Harvard University study 
published in the Journal of 
the American Medical As-
sociation. The study con-
cluded that among older 
women, as few as 4,400 
steps per day helped to low-
er mortality rates.

With more steps per day, 
mortality rates decreased 
before leveling off at 7,500 

Make food 
prep part of 
school prep
SPECIAL TO THE PRAIRIE PRESS

The lazy days of summer 
are over and it’s time to get 
organized for the start of 
school. A 
routine is 
the best 
strategy 
for a hap-
py home. 
Making 
both 
breakfast 
and lunch, 
for those 
who pack 
lunch-
es, the night before is a 
lifesaver.

Breakfast - Let’s move 
away from the traditional 
dry cereal (often sweet-
ened) and white toast—al-
though fortified with B vita-
mins, this standard breakfast 
does not have the sustaining 
power that whole grains and 
protein contain. A breakfast 
made mostly from refined 
carbohydrates will lead to a 
drop in energy midmorning. 
Make sure breakfast includes 
protein, fruits and veggies 
and whole grains—add a 
glass of milk for calcium. Try 
these ideas:

■  Leftover pizza is really 
not a bad breakfast—dairy, 
protein, grains

■  Overnight oats: place 
oats, fruit, nuts and milk in 
a bowl, set it in the fridge 
overnight and enjoy them in 
the morning—and they are 
not slimy like cooked oats.

■  Nothing wrong with 
a peanut butter and jelly sand-
wich on whole grain bread—
put fruit slices in the middle 
for some extra nutrition.

■  Make scrambled egg 
muffins ahead of time by 
whisking eggs and pouring 
into greased muffin tins 
over cooked veggies and 
shredded cheese. Bake, then 
freeze, and microwave later 
for a quick breakfast.

■  Make a large batch of 
wholegrain pancakes or 
waffles on the weekend—
freeze on a cookie sheet and 
store in the freezer—mi-
crowave and enjoy topped 
with nut butter and fruit or 
yogurt.

■  Grilled cheese with 
sliced apples or pears.

■  Put smoothie ingre-
dients into the blender 
cup/pitcher and store in 

See BEEWELL, Page 9BSee TRACKERS, Page 8B

See DRUGS, Page 8B

SPECIAL TO THE PRAIRIE PRESS

Family medicine providers at Hori-
zon Health, with funding from the 
Horizon Health Foundation of East 
Central Illinois, have joined a nation-
wide initiative emphasizing the impor-
tance of reading and language in early 
childhood development.

 As a local Reach Out and Read site, 
families at Horizon Health receive a 
new book for their infant to age five 
children during each well-child visit. 
They also receive encouraging advice 
about reading aloud to their children, 
which is a simple and effective way to 
foster brain development and create a 
foundation for success.

To operate a local Reach Out and 
Read program, Horizon Health prima-
ry care providers completed national 
training about the program’s mission, 
its model, best practices, book choices 
and evidence-based results.

Physician Lauren Fore is leading the 
program at Horizon Health. Fore was 
introduced to Reach Out and Read 
during her family practice residency at 
Southern Illinois University at Decatur 
Memorial Hospital.

“Because of the great benefits of the 
program, I felt it was important to bring 
this to Horizon Health,” said Fore. “I 
already talk to parents about the impor-
tance of reading to their children, and I 
am excited to be able to provide them 
with the material to do just that.”

All books are age-specific and in-
clude such popular titles as: “Richard 

MARY LIZ
WRIGHT
BEEWELL
COLUMN

See READING, Page 2B

Families receive free books 
during well-child visits

Special to The Prairie Press

Dr. Lauren Fore shows a book to Ella McGregor, 3, during a recent office visit. As a 
local Reach Out and Read site, families at Horizon Health receive a new book for 
their infant to age five children during well-child visits.

Books for young patients

Federal goverment plans to allow states to import drugs from Canada, sell at lower cost than US versions
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solution,” he said. “We 
should not fool ourselves 
into thinking that relying on 
Canada’s ability to regulate 
drug prices is a comprehen-
sive or long-term solution 
for the United States. Most 
importantly, it also does not 

solve the egregious prob-
lem of pharmaceutical price 
abuses in America.”

In May 2018, Azar said the 
prospect of importing drugs 
from Canada was just a gim-
mick because that country is 
not large enough to meet all 
the drug needs of the United 
States.

But lowering drug prices 
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has been a key promise of 
President Donald Trump, and 
a few months later, Azar said 
he was forming a work group 
that would explore allowing 
certain drugs that had seen 
major price hikes to be im-
ported.

The idea got a boost this 
spring when Trump offered 
his support, marking the first 
time drug importation has 
won a presidential endorse-
ment.

The 2003 Medicare Mod-
ernization Act allows states 
to import cheaper drugs from 
Canada, but only if the HHS 
secretary verifies their safety. 
Previous attempts by states to 
allow importation failed be-
cause the secretary opposed 
them.

Azar, a former top execu-
tive at the drugmaker Eli Lilly, 
said Wednesday the federal 
government has changed its 
mindset on the issue. In the 
past few years, “the landscape 
and opportunities for safe 
linkages of the drug supply 
chain have changed, and that 
is why we are open to impor-
tation,” he added.

He acknowledged that 
HHS and the Food and Drug 
Administration have consis-
tently said there was no way 
importing drugs from Canada 
could be done without put-
ting patients at risk for coun-
terfeit drugs.

“Today we are saying we 
are open and there is a path-
way and we are laying out 
criteria for states, wholesale 
drug distributors and phar-
macies to convince us they 
have a plan that protects the 
integrity of the drug supply 
chain.”

Canadian health officials 
have expressed concerns 

about U.S. importation, Azar 
said, but he added it is up to 
states that want to start a pro-
gram to work to overcome 
the obstacles, such as a lack 
of supply, Canadians foresee.

“That is for them to work 
out, and there are hurdles, but 
we think those hurdles are 
surmountable and this can 
be done,” Azar said. “We are 
open-minded. We are open 
for business.”

Three states — Colorado, 
Florida and Vermont — have 
approved legislation to im-
port drugs and are working 
on proposals.

Vermont, which passed 
legislation to start planning 
the program a year ago, is 
still trying to find a way to 
ensure the safety of imported 
drugs and so far has identi-
fied only 17 medicines that 
would save enough money 
to be worth bringing over the 
border. Those drugs include 
treatments for conditions in-
cluding diabetes, hepatitis C, 
cancer and HIV/AIDS.

Florida Gov. Ron DeSan-
tis tweeted his thanks to the 
president, “for supporting 
my efforts to lower prescrip-
tion drug costs for Floridians. 
You are helping Florida lead 
the way to make safe and af-
fordable prescription drugs a 
reality.”

Trish Riley, executive direc-
tor of the National Academy 
for State Health Policy, which 
is working with states on their 
importation plans, said the 
plan to have states set up pro-
grams could take years to set 
up because of the slow federal 
rule-making process.

Azar did not offer any 
timeframe on when a system 
to import drugs from Canada 
could be in place in any states.

steps, the study found.
In other words, the magic 

marketing number of 10,000 
daily steps embraced by so 
many wearers of these devices 
— from Fitbits to Garmins to 
Samsungs to Apple Watches 
— may be about 2,500 steps 
more than necessary.

Truth be told, even the 
woman behind the study — 
who concedes that she, too, is 
enamored of her step tracker 
— can’t say how many steps 

are the right number for each 
walker.

“No one size fits all,” said 
I-Min Lee, an associate epi-
demiologist at Brigham and 
Women’s Hospital in Boston 
and a professor at Harvard 
Medical School.

But no matter how many 
steps you take, merely wearing 
and using a fitness tracker — 
particularly for older women, 
older men and other people 
who tend to be somewhat in-
active — “can be beneficial not 
only to your health but to your 
quality of life,” Lee said.

TRACKERS
FROM PAGE 7B
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Horizon Health’s Parkin-
son’s Support Group meets 2-3 
p.m. Wednesday, Aug. 7, at Se-
nior Care in Paris.

The free support group is for 
individuals with Parkinson’s 
disease and their caregivers. 
Family and friends are also wel-
come to attend. A registered 
nurse and two social workers 
are always present.

“Parkinson’s is a prevalent 
disease in our community. It 
can be very challenging for 
patients, as well as the people 
who love them,” said Connie 
Rhoads, licensed clinical social 
worker and manager at Senior 
Care.

Social workers and guest 
speakers provide patients and 

caregivers with tips for speech 
and body movements, adap-
tive equipment aids, and more.

The support group is held 
in conjunction with the Big 
and Loud programs provided 
by Horizon Health’s Rehabil-
itation Services Department. 
However, individuals do not 
have to be enrolled in those 
programs to attend the sup-
port group, though they could 
be referred to Big and Loud. 
Likewise, Big and Loud partic-
ipants may be encouraged to 
attend the support group.

The group meets the first 
and third Wednesday of each 
month at Senior Care, 15323 
US Highway 150, next to Dol-
lar General in Paris. For more 
information, call 217-466-
4170.

Parkinson’s support 
group meets August 7

Scarry’s Cars and Trucks,” 
“Clifford’s Animal Sounds,” 
“Five Little Monkeys Jump-
ing on the Bed” and “Good-
night Moon.” Children keep 
the books to create their own 
home library.

By operating through pri-
mary pediatric care, Reach 
Out and Read has the great-
est reach of all early literacy 
programs to families with 
young children — and the 
capacity to scale up to reach 
many more.

Thanks to consistent and 
generous support from many 
individuals, foundations and 
corporations, the program 
has grown significantly over 
the last 30 years.

• Reach Out and Read 
serves 4.7 million children 
and their families annually.

• 32,700 medical provid-
ers — now including those 
at Horizon Health — are 
trained to deliver the Reach 
Out and Read program

•There are over 6,200 pro-
gram sites in all 50 states and 
D.C.

• Reach Out and Read 
reaches 1 in 4 low-income 
families.

• There is a waiting list of 
clinics that would like to join 
Reach Out and Read, and 
bring on board an addition-
al 300 sites, serving 176,000 
more children each year.

• More than 7 million 
books have been distribut-
ed to 4.8 million children 
during the 30 years the pro-

gram has existed.
According to Reach Out 

and Read officials, indepen-
dent research shows chil-
dren who participate in the 
program are read to more 
often by their parents, have 
improved language skills 
and have a greater love of 
reading. The first five years is 
the best time to influence a 
child’s future given this time 
frame of rapid brain devel-

opment.
Reach Out and Read is a 

non-profit organization that 
delivers books to children 
who would not otherwise re-
ceive them. Founded in 1989 
at Boston City Hospital, 
Reach Out and Read serves 
4.7 million American families 
in all 50 states. The program 
is endorsed by the American 
Academy of Pediatrics, the 
American Academy of Fami-
ly Physicians and the Nation-
al Association of Pediatric 
Nurse Practitioners.

“The role of the Horizon 
Health Foundation of East 
Central Illinois is to help 
our hospital, clinic and staff 
better meet the health and 
youth development needs of 
our community,” said Dave 
Frisse, foundation chairman. 
“With Dr. Fore’s leadership, 
we’ve realized the import-
ant connection between 
reading and developmental 
health. This program allows 
us to further support Hori-
zon Health’s mission of not 
just treating illness and in-
jury but fostering improved 
health for all our citizens and 
patients.” 

READING
FROM PAGE 7B
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Puzzles CROSSWORD ANSWERS ON PAGE 10B

Across
1. Doctor’s clothes
7. NYC ballplayer
10. Flying vessels
12. Created
13. Convert
14. WWII battle
15. A cravat with wide
square ends
16. Month in the Jewish 
calendar
17. Value
18. Brews
19. Child’s eating accessory
21. Arrived extinct
22. Of the sea
27. Potato state
28. Leading man
33. Blood type
34. Oppressed
36. “Much __ about nothing”
37. World’s longest river
38. deGrom and Sale are two
39. Crafty
40. At all times
41. Twins great Hunter
44. Volcanic craters
45. Outpouring
48. Where a baby sleeps
49. Dancing a Brazilian dance
50. Unhealthy
51. Manufacturers

Clues Down
1. Prevents harm to young
2. The Muse of history

3. Fascinated by
4. Unnilhexium
5. Honey maker
6. Soviet Socialist 
Republic
7. They hang out with 
papas
8. German river
9. Domain name
10. Type of chair
11. Fill someone with an 
urge
12. Sorceress
14. Unpleasant smell

17. Leg (slang)
18. Farewell
20. A life summary
23. Merchants
24. Southeastern 
Nigerians
25. Of I
26. Electronic 
countermeasures
29. Atomic #3 (abbr.)
30.   A type of sister
31. Omission of a 
sound
32. Screaming

CROSSWORD

35. Ottoman title
36. Sour
38. Take advantage of
40. Nobleman
41. Cathode ray was one
42. Long, winding ridge
43. Muckraking journalist
44. Defunct phone 
company
45. Military 
telecommunications
term (abbr.)
46. Supervises flying
47. Firearms manufacturer

SPECIAL TO THE PRAIRIE PRESS

SPRINGFIELD — Visi-
tors to the Illinois State Fair 
can take an easy hike and 
sample Illinois’ great out-
doors with a stop at Conser-
vation World on the Illinois 

State Fairgrounds, Aug. 9-18 
in Springfield.  

“There are so many won-
derful things for families to 
do outdoors in Illinois, and 
we’re providing them with 
some samples at Conser-
vation World at the Illinois 
State Fair,” said Illinois De-
partment of Natural Re-
sources (IDNR) Director 
Colleen Callahan.  “From 
our state parks to great trail 
hikes, to fishing and hunt-
ing opportunities, and im-

proving wildlife habitat in 
your own backyard, a visit 
to Conservation World can 
help your family plan a great 
outdoors adventure.” 

Conservation World is a 
30-acre venue on the north-
west corner of the Illinois 
State Fairgrounds with park 
benches, ponds, grass and 
shade trees adjacent to the 
IDNR headquarters.

Among free attractions at 
Conservation World:

• The famous “Paul 

Bunyan Lumberjack Show” 
has performances every 
day Aug. 9-18:  Monday – 
Thursday at 12 p.m., 3 p.m., 
6 p.m., and Friday – Sunday 
at 12 p.m., 2 p.m., 4 p.m., 6 
p.m.

• Voyageur canoe rides 
on the Conservation World 
pond, Aug. 9-11 and Aug. 
16-18 from 11 a.m. to 6 p.m.

• Kids fishing opportuni-
ties include hands-on fishing 
clinics at the pond inside the 
Conservation World gate 

Explore Conservation World at the Illinois State Fair

SPECIAL TO THE PRAIRIE PRESS

TOPS #IL 1563 met Thurs-
day, July 25, with 18 members 
attending the meeting.  

Club members recognized 
were: Sandy Randall, TOPS 
weekly best loser; Janet Em-
bry, KOPS weekly best loser, 
best walker and winner of 
the walking drawing; Judy 
Toensing, monthly best loser 
for July; Glenda Berry won 
the monthly dues drawing for 
August; and Wanda Luth won 
the food chart drawing.  

Members walked 50.5 miles 
for the week.   

Sue Bennett’s program in-
troduced a new food chart 
challenge contest asking 
members to diligently keep 
weekly calorie/food exchange 
charts.  

TOPS #IL 1563 meets ev-
ery Thursday at the Highland 
Manor Community Room, 
Paris, with weigh-ins begin-
ning at 8 a.m. and the meeting 
starting at 9 a.m. Visitors and 
new members are always wel-

come and more information is 
available by calling 251-5190.

TOPS #IL 2318 met Tues-
day, July 30, with 15 member 
weighing in and 15 members 
attending the meeting.

Club members recognized 
were: Pam Waller and Myndy 
Wooten, TOPS weekly losers; 
Carmen Minge, KOPS weekly 
loser and KOPS drawing win-
ner; Carla Knight, three-week 
loser; Sharon Phillips, top 
walker; and Verna Smith, top 
exerciser.

The program was the instal-
lation of officers with Verna 
Smith, leader; Kelly Tinsman, 
co-leader; Sharon Phillips, 
treasurer; Marcy Heminger, 
secretary; Pam Waller, weight 
recorder; and Jayne Peters, as-
sistant weight recorder. 

TOPS #IL 2318 meets ev-
ery Tuesday in the basement 
of the Presbyterian Church. 
Weigh-in is 5:45-6:50 p.m., 
and the meeting starts at 7 
p.m. More information is 
available by calling 217-822-
0953.

TOPS groups meet

BEEWELL
FROM PAGE 7B

the fridge overnight—blend 
and go in the morning.

■  Smoothie bowls are a 
combo of overnight oats and 
unblended smoothies—cot-
tage cheese, yogurt, fruit, nuts, 
grains — use the imagination.

All of these can be made in 
advance so the morning rou-
tine can flow like a well-oiled 
machine—easy, quick and 
nutritious.

And don’t forget the 
veggies.

■  Add leftover veggies to the 
make ahead egg muffins.

■ Try peanut butter and 
carrot sticks as a grab and go.

■ Sliced tomatoes go well 
with boiled eggs, either as a 
sandwich filling or on a plate

■ Poach eggs in salsa—add 
some spinach.

■ Add grated carrots to 
oatmeal, cook then season with 
classic pumpkin pie spice for a 
real treat in the morning.

Lunch — I am a fan of the 
school lunch program. It is 
easy, cheap and thanks to the 
USDA very nutritious, but 
if packing either a child’s or 
a personal lunch, keep these 
things in mind:

■ Keep cold things cold and 
hot things hot (most schools/
offices have microwaves so 
really, just keep things cold).

■ Make everything the night 
before, some people even 
make several sandwiches and 
freeze them—using the frozen 
food to keep things cool in the 
lunchbox.

■ Try to include at least three 
food groups—this does not 
mean a sandwich, chips and 
cookie. 

■ Leftovers are great for 
lunch—just put them in small 
containers while clearing the 
evening meal and it’s ready for 
the next day.

■ Toss leftover vegetables in 
salad dressing. Add to lettuce 
to make a salad or use as a 
sandwich filling.

■ Pour a little orange juice on 
cut up fruit for a tasty dessert.

Imagination and creativity 
with sandwiches can break up 
the routine, and here are some 
variations on using peanut 
butter.

■ Mix two-parts peanut 

butter and one-part non-fat dry 
milk powder. Add honey or 
mashed bananas to taste.  Serve 
with whole grain crackers or 
apple wedges.

■ Mix peanut butter and 
applesauce with a dash of 
cinnamon.  

■ Add sesame, pumpkin 
or sunflower seeds to peanut 
butter.

■ Add dried fruit to peanut 
butter.

■ Spread quick breads such 
as banana bread, nut breads or 
applesauce bread with peanut 
butter.

■ Add cheese slices to a 
peanut butter sandwich.

Another great lunch option 
is cheese, especially when 
paired with other foods to 
create new tastes. It is possible 
to create a unique sandwich 
filling by grating or chopping 
a mild, low-fat, cheese with a 
little salad dressing and one or 
more of the following items: 
pickle relish, chopped nuts, 
minced onion, chopped green 
pepper, cucumbers, celery, 
zucchini, tomato or chopped 
leftover grilled veggies.

Another sandwich spread 
can be made by mixing cottage 
cheese, or low-fat cream 
cheese, with one or more of 
the following: minced green 
onion, chopped tomatoes, 
cucumbers, bacon bits and 
chopped green peppers. These 
mixtures are also good as a 
vegetable dip or as a pocket 
bread filler.

A good lunch also needs 
some sides and these can be 
done with:

■ Whole grain crackers
■ Cheese cubes
■ Fruit
■ Unconventional salad—

chopped cabbage, fruit, nuts, 
light dressing sweetened with 
honey and fruit juice—let the 
culinary imagination soar.

■ Homemade granola bars
I hope these tips help 

keep the household running 
smoothly and the children 
fully powered to do well in 
school. This concept from My-
Plate.gov is a great assistance 

(Mary Liz Wright is a 
nutrition and wellness educator 
for the University of Illinois Ex-
tension serving Clark, Edgar and 
Crawford counties. Email her at 
maryliz@illinois.edu.)

five times each day, with all 
bait and tackle provided, 
at 10:30 a.m., 12 p.m., 1:30 
p.m., 3 p.m. and 4:30 p.m. 
Kids aged 10 and younger 
also can sign up at the Fish-
eries Tent and participate in 
free bowfishing daily at 11 
a.m., 2 p.m., and 4 p.m.

• Fly fishing demonstra-
tions for anglers of all ages 
are scheduled for Aug. 9-11 
and Aug. 16-18 at 11 a.m., 
1:30 p.m., and 4:30 p.m.  
Sporting retrieving dog 

demonstrations are planned 
at the Conservation World 
pond for Aug. 9 at 2:30 p.m. 
and Aug. 10-11 at 12:30 p.m. 
and 4:30 p.m., courtesy of 
Green Acres Sportsmen’s 
Club.

• Youth Archery and BB 
Gun hands-on instruction is 
available daily at the Conser-
vation World youth practice 
ranges, hosted by shooting 
sports experts and safety 
education instructors and 
volunteers.

IDNR attraction has 
activites and shows 
for ourdoorsmen and 
women of all ages

Not advertising …

You know what you’re doing, but no one else does!
is like blowing kisses in the dark.

101 N. Central Ave., Paris  217-921-3216



STORE FRONT available for rent 
220 West Court Street, Paris, IL.  
Call 217-463-1083

Alco Overhead Doors
Service on all types of garage 
doors. New door sales.  
Residential & commercial
217-346-2808

YARD SALE
326 Sutherland Street, Paris
August 8; 4:00 - 7:00 pm, 
August 9 & 10; 8:00 am to ?
Women’s clothes, S-M,  baby 
girl clothes and lots more

FRONT PORCH SALE
417 Prairie Street, Paris
Friday, August 2nd thru 
Saturday, August 10th 8:00 
am - 12:00 noon
Longaberger baskets, pottery, 
wrought iron and Antiques   
217-465-8342

Nila Henry Garage Sale Tons of 
girl clothes, newborn-3T; toys, 
womens L/XL, shoes, acces-
sories, mens Lg, house decor, 
fishing gear & lots more.
7 W. Paris, Ridge Farm
Fri, Aug 9 - 8:00 am - 4:30 pm, 
Sat, Aug 10 - 8:00 am - 3:00 pm

FOUND  - Vehicle keys at the 
Edgar County Fairgrounds.  Call 
217-822-7684 to identify and 
the keys will be returned.

HOOF & PAW
PET BOARDING
Phone (217)466-5488

1 Bedroom House
Newly remodeled
Taking applications
Unfurnished, No pets
Adults
For viewing call 217-465-4229

2 Bedroom House for Rent
$565/mo + deposit
Call 217-463-8800
Leave message

3 Bedroom house for rent
$650/mo + deposit
217-463-8800
Leave message

HOME FOR RENT
Nice 3 bedrm country home 
N of Paris. $625.00 + deposit. 
References required. 217-264-
1379 leave message

HOME FOR RENT
Nice     2 BR,     1 BA,      appliances
 included.     No pets.     $600.00 + 
deposit. References       required.
2217-264-1379   leave    message.

FOR RENT 2 BR, 1 BA, garage, 
almost 1 acre of land. Crestwood 
school district, rental home, 
7 miles south of Paris on Rte. 
1. $750.00 + 1 month deposit 
required. call 217-465-2585

HOUSE FOR RENT
2 bedrm, appliances fur-
nished, District 95. Deposit 
required. $600/month  phone: 
217-251-3262

FOR SALE Farmhouse, 1.4 
acres in Brocton, IL.  2 Bdrm, 2 
bath upstairs; 2 Bdrm, 1 bath in 
the basement. 2 car garage and 

pole barn. 217-621-0191

2 & 3 Bdrm. Mobile Home
gas, electric, water, can
be included in rent, dep.
Washer & dryer and AC may be 
included also.
217-463-8800, leave msg.

Freshly renovated 1 and 2 BR 
apts.  Water & trash included.  
Great location!  No pets.
217-264-9634

Apartment For Rent
Nice 1 bedroom. Water and 
garbage included. $420 depos-
it,$420 per month
Call 217-466-8280

Nice 1 Bedroom apt.
$525/mo + Deposit.
Call 217-466-8210

For Rent
1 bedroom apartment. phone 
217-463-8800. Leave message. 
$450.00/month plus deposit

APARTMENT available at 
1112 Marshall St, Paris, IL. 2 
bedm with attached garage, 
includes water and trash. Call 
217-463-1083

Looking to Buy Chrysler Town & 
Country. Call 217-822-4856

*** THE BOAT DOCK *** 
We Buy & Consign Used Boats! 
Springfield, Illinois 
217-771-4054 
www.theboatdock.com

FOR SALE
2006 Honda Goldwing GL1800, 
110,000 miles, great bike, 
$9,000.00 OBO
call 217-264-0546

*** Colman’s RV *** 
We buy/consign used 
Campers & RV’s! 
217-583-4023 
www.colmansrv.com

FOR SALE Blackberries
Taking orders for Blackberries. 
$12.00 per gallon. call 
217-722-7219

COUNTRY CRAFT BOUTIQUE
Large variety of local hand-
made items. Located in the 
front of Ruth’s Beauty Shop. 
213 N Central, Paris.  Tuesday 
- Saturday

Notice of Public Hearing
Notice is hereby given by the 
Board of Education of Paris 
Union School District No. 95 
in the County of Edgar, State 
of Illinois, that a tentative 
budget for said school district 
for the fiscal year beginning 
July 1, 2019, will be on file and 
conveniently available to public 
inspection at the office of the 
superintendent, 300 East Wood 
Street, City of Paris, Illinois.
Notice is further hereby given 
that a public hearing on said 
budget will be held at 4:30 PM 
on the 12th day of August, at 
the Board Office located at 
300 South Eads Avenue, Paris, 
Illinois.
Dated this 8th day of July, 2019.
Cindy Mathis, Secretary, Board 
of Education, Paris Union 
School District No. 95, County 

of Edgar, State of Illinois

PUBLIC NOTICE

All personal property currently 
stored in space #1/6/12 of 
Craig’s Warehouse Inc. located 
at 1103 Cherry Pt. St. Paris, IL 
61944 rented to Donna & Ivan 
Inman shall be sold or other-
wise disposed of pursuant to 
the Self Storage Facility Act on 
August 10, 2019 at 10:00 am at 
the above location.

PUBLIC NOTICE

All personal property currently 
stored in space #55/60 of 
Craig’s Warehouse Inc. located 
at 1103 Cherry Pt. St. Paris, IL 
61944 rented to Rod & Jeannie 
Johnson shall be sold or other-
wise disposed of pursuant to 
the Self Storage Facility Act on 
August 10, 2019 at 10:00 am at 
the above location.

PUBLIC NOTICE

All personal property currently 
stored in space #69 of Craig’s 
Warehouse Inc. located at 1103 
Cherry Pt. St. Paris, IL 61944 
rented to Virgil O. Fox Jr. shall 
be sold or otherwise disposed 
of pursuant to the Self Storage 
Facility Act on August 10, 2019 
at 10:00 am at the above 
location.

NEED LEGAL HELP?
Get a FREE referral to an 
attorney! Call the Illinois State 
Bar Association Illinois Lawyer 
Finder  advice you need 877-
270-3855 or https://www.isba.
org/public/illinoislawyerfinder

Circuit Court of the Fifth 
Judicial Circuit Of Illinois 
Edgar County, Paris Illinois
CLAIM NOTICE
ESTATE OF JOHN WILLIAM 
KINDRED, Deceased
Notice is given of the death 
of JOHN WILLIAM KINDRED, 
of Chrisman, Illinois.  Letters 
of office were issued on July 
9, 2019, to CRAIG WILLIAM 
KINDRED, 14400 US HWY 36, 
Chrisman, IL  61924, whose 
attorney is RICHARD L. JAMES, 
328 N CENTRAL, P O BOX 820, 
PARIS, IL  61944.

Claims against the estate may 
be filed in the office of the 
Clerk of the Court at Edgar 
County, Paris, Illinois, or with 
the representative, or both, 
on orbefore January 28, 2020, 
and any claims not filed within 
that period are barred. Copies 
of a claim filed with the Clerk 
must be mailed or delivered to 
the representative and to the 
attorney within ten (10) days 
after it has been filed.

DATED: May 22, 2019

Craig William Kindred
Representative

BY: Richard L. James,
attorney
#1323156
Attorney at Law
328 N Central P O Box 820
Paris, IL  61944
Telephone 217/465-2529
rlj@rjameslaw.com

Notice of Finding of No 
Significant Impact and 
Notice of Intent to Request a 
Release of Funds

These notices shall satisfy two 
separate but related procedural 
requirements for activities to 
be undertaken by the City of 
Paris, Illinois
REQUEST FOR RELEASE OF 
FUNDS
On or about August 20, 2019 
the City of Paris will submit a re-
quest to the Illinois Department 
of Commerce and Economic 
Opportunity for the release 
of funds under Community 
Development Block Grant 
Funds under Section 104(h) of 
the Housing and Community 
Development Act of 1974, as 
amended to undertake a project 
known as The Equity Agronomy 
Expansion—Warehouse Project. 
The project includes the 
Equity’s construction of a new 
Agronomy Warehouse that will 
allow it to expand its operation 
at the Horace (unincorporated 
Edgar County) location. The 
expansion is dependent upon 
Equity securing water in both 
quality and consistency nec-
essary for its operation. Paris 
will construct 32,000 feet of 10 
inch water main from 100 feet 
north of the north abutment 
of the bridge at Twin Lakes on 
Route 1 north to 1700th Road 

and 7,000 feet of 6 inch water 
main from the intersection of 
Route 1 and 1700th Road west 
to The Equity. Estimated CDBG 
funding for the water main ex-
tension is $530,000. The Equity 
investment for the Agronomy 
Warehouse is estimated at 
$3.9 million. The project will 
create 25 full time equivalent 
permanent jobs. The Equity 
project site is located at 13991 
East 1700th Road, Chrisman, 
Illinois (unincorporated Edgar 
County).

FINDING OF NO SIGNIFICANT 
IMPACT
The City of Paris has deter-
mined that the project will 
have no significant impact 
on the human environment. 
Therefore, an Environmental 
Impact Statement under the 
National Environmental Policy 
Act of 1969 (NEPA) is not 
required. Additional project 
information is contained in the 
Environmental Review Record 
(ERR) on file at Paris City 
Hall, 206 South Central, Paris, 
Illinois and may be and may be 
examined or copied weekdays 
8:30 A.M to 4:30 P.M.

PUBLIC COMMENTS
Any individual, group, or 
agency may submit written 
comments on the ERR to the 
City Administrator, City Hall, 
206 South Central, Paris, Il 
61944. All comments received 
by August 20, 2019 will be 
considered by the City of Paris 
prior to authorizing submission 
of a request for release of 
funds. Comments should 
specify which Notice they are 
addressing.

ENVIRONMENTAL 
CERTIFICATION
The City of Paris certifies to 
the Illinois Department of 
Commerce and Economic 
Opportunity that Craig Smith 
in his capacity as Mayor, City 
of Paris, consents to accept 
the jurisdiction of the Federal 
Courts if an action is brought 
to enforce responsibilities in 
relation to the environmental 
review process and that these 
responsibilities have been sat-
isfied. The Illinois Department 
of Commerce and Economic 
Opportunity’s approval of the 
certification satisfies its re-
sponsibilities under NEPA and 
related laws and authorities 
and allows the City of Paris to 
use Program funds.

OBJECTIONS TO RELEASE OF 
FUNDS
The Illinois Department of 
Commerce and Economic 
Opportunity will accept 
objections to its release of 
funds and the City of Paris’s 
certification for a period of 
fifteen days following the 
anticipated submission date or 
its actual receipt of the request 
(whichever is later) only if they 
are on one of the following 
bases: (a) the certification was 
not executed by the Certifying 
Officer of the City of Paris; (b) 
the City of Paris has omitted a 
step or failed to make a deci-
sion or finding required by HUD 
regulations at 24 CFR part 58; 
(c) the grant recipient or other 
participants in the development 
process have committed funds, 
incurred costs or undertaken 
activities not authorized by 24 
CFR Part 58 before approval of 
a release of funds by the Illinois 
Department of Commerce and 
Economic Opportunity or (d) 
another Federal agency acting 
pursuant to 40 CFR Part 1504 
has submitted a written finding 

that the project is unsatisfacto-
ry from the standpoint of envi-
ronmental quality. Objections 
must be prepared and sub-
mitted in accordance with the 
required procedures (24 CFR 
Part 58, Sec. 58.76) and shall 
be addressed to the Illinois 
Department of Commerce 
and Economic Opportunity at 
500 East Monroe, Springfield, 
Illinois 62701 at Potential objec-
tors should contact the Illinois 
Department of Commerce 
and Economic Opportunity to 
verify the actual last day of the 
objection period.

Craig Smith
Mayor, City of Paris, Illinois

SATURDAY,  
August 3, 2019

County Customer Service
Job responsibilities may include, but are not 
limited to, Elections, Vital Records, Accounts 

Payable, Bookkeeping, Daily Cash, Delinquent 
Taxes, Answering the Phone, and Filing.  

Applicants must have excellent communication 
skills, excellent people skills, proficient computer 
skills, be self-motivated, organized, and able to 
multi task.  Experience preferred.  Pension plan.  

Health insurance offered.  
Send resume with references to: 

Edgar County Clerk, 
115 W. Court St. Rm J

 Paris, IL 61944.  

©ClassifiedGuys.com

MARK
DIRECTION

MARK
DIRECTION

Having a yard sale? You get up to 40 words that will reach 7,225 homes 
and businesses in Edgar County twice (two weeks in a row), three 
heavy-duty, all-weather signs (like the one surrounding this ad), 140 

217-921-3216 101 N. Central Ave., Paris, IL 61944

fluorescent green pre-priced labels, tips for a no hassle sale, pre-sale 
checklist, sales record form.  All for $1000!!!! 

CALLIE BABER 
AUCTION CO.

232 West Wood Street

MULTI-CONSIGNOR LIVE/ONLINE AUCTION
Sun. August 11th @ NOON IL TIME 

Farm Fresh Primitives, Antiques, Collectibles! 
Online Bidding Available Soon @ calliebaberauction.com

Preview: Sat. Aug. 10th, 1pm-4pm

Virginia Cutright Personal Property Auction
Sat. August 17th @ 9am 

Auction Location: 3251 N. 925th St., Paris, IL

Callie 217.822.3304
Shelly 217.808.0527
Matt 217.508.5200

“Have Fun, Save Money, Make Money, Shop Auctions!”
Always taking consignments! Give us a call!

EXPECT
MORE,

GET  
MORE

101 N. Central Ave., Paris 
217-921-3216

www.prairiepress.net

TO PLACE AN AD:

217-921-3216
barbara@prairiepress.net 10B

PART-TIME 
POSITION
Receptionist, some computer 

work, 16-24 hours a week.
Please apply by sending letter 

& resume to: 

Box A, The Prairie Press
101 N. Central Ave.

Paris, IL 61944

101 N. Central Ave., Paris  217-921-3216

SELL IT, 
DON’T  

STORE IT
in our 

classified ads!
Call for 

more details
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BY REBECCA ANZEL AND PETER 
HANCOCK
Capitol News Illinois
ranzel@capitolnewsillinois.com
phancock@capitolnewsillinois.com

SPRINGFIELD — The 
166th Illinois State Fair is set 
to open Thursday, Aug. 8, in 
Springfield, and fair officials 
said they expect this to be one 
of the best iterations in years.

The 366 acres the event 
spans have never looked bet-
ter; buildings, some over 100 
years old, have been remod-
eled; and 50 new vendors 
have been added, state offi-
cials said.

“What an experience this 
has been,” John Sullivan, di-
rector of the Illinois Depart-
ment of Agriculture, said 
Thursday during a media pre-
view of the event. “I’d say over 
the last 30 days, to watch the 
fairgrounds transform into 
what you see here today, is just 
quite remarkable.”

This is Sullivan’s first year 
as director of the state agency 
overseeing the fair, the theme 
for which is Building Our Fu-
ture.

One of his first decisions, he 
said, was to rehire Kevin Gor-
don as fair manager. Gordon 
had served in that position in 
2016 and 2017.

“Our main initiative this 
year is to bring families back 
during the week, during the 
day,” he said.

To that end, adult admis-
sion prices were slashed from 
$10 to $5 Sunday through 
Thursday, Gordon said. Tick-
ets for seniors remain at $3 
and are free for children ages 
12 and younger. 

The fair is also offering 
three new promotions aimed 
at increasing daytime family 
attendance.

One, running for four days 
beginning Aug. 12, gives fair-
goers a chance to win prize 
packages valued at more than 
$600 — awards include tick-
ets to Grandstand concerts, 
Multi-Purpose Arena Event 
Tickets, a seasonal parking 
pass, 20 carnival ride tickets, 
a bucket of donuts and oth-
ers. 

To enter the Midweek 
Motivator contest, attend-
ees register at kiosks located 
throughout the grounds.

The State Fair will also be-
come a living treasure map 
this year, Gordon said. Three 
chests will be hidden every 
day for 10 days, with hints 
published on the event’s so-
cial media page. A hat, T-shirt, 
coffee mug, lanyard, lapel pin 
and $50 Dublin Pub gift card 
go to those who can find the 
gold boxes.

Finally, whenever fairgoers 
hear the “Jaws” theme song 
play throughout the grounds, 
participating food vendors 
will cut prices on selected 
menu items by 20 percent. 

State Fair features upgraded Coliseum, new vendors
Fair opens Aug. 8; 
officials promise it 
will be best in years

Peter Hancock/Capitol News Service

The historic Coliseum on the fairgrounds will reopen this year after being closed for renovations in 2016. A construction crew removed the roof and wooden founda-
tion of the building and replaced it with steel. The restoration cost about $12 million.

Rebecca Anzel/Capitol News Service

The renovated Coliseum is ready to open, just in time for a State Fair that Illinois Department of Agriculture director John Sullivan 
says will feature an increased focus on farming, which generates $19 billion dollars in Illinois per year.

Gordon called this promotion 
the Feeding Frenzy. 

“It gives me pause to think 
about the significance of the 
Illinois State Fair and the 
memories it brings to every-
one who comes every year,” 
Department of Natural Re-
sources Director Colleen Cal-
lahan said. “For me, my par-
ents met at the Illinois State 
Fair. They brought me here 
when I was 6 months old, and 
I haven’t missed one since.”

This year marks her 68th 
consecutive fair, she said.

Back this year is the Coli-
seum, which was closed for 
renovations in 2016 because 
of structural issues, Sullivan 
said. The construction crew 
removed the roof and wooden 
skeleton of the building and 
replaced it with steel. 

After roughly a $12 million 
restoration, it will be a high-
light of the fair, Sullivan said.

But a focus on Illinois’ agri-
culture community will be an 
important focus this year, too, 
he said.

“The fair was created as 
an ag fair and it kind of drift-
ed in and out with the focus, 
but I am trying to bring that 
focus back, because I think 
agriculture is the number one 
business in this state — $19 
billion it generates in reve-
nue,” Sullivan said. “We want 
to highlight what agriculture 
means to the state.”

A recent addition to the 
grounds is the display hemp 
plants, newly legalized by 
the General Assembly and 
through the federal 2018 
Farm Bill. A Department of 
Agriculture staff member will 
be on hand every day, Sulli-
van said, to answer questions 
fairgoers have about how the 
crop can be used and how it is 
grown.

“We thought it would be an 
opportunity to put some plots 
here on the grounds so that 
we can help to educate people 

about what hemp is and how 
it’s different. It’s part of canna-
bis, but it’s different from mar-
ijuana,” he said. “It’s probably 

the number one issue that I’ve 
had the most calls and corre-
spondence on since I’ve been 
here to the department.”

The Agriculture Depart-
ment received applications 
for more than 20,000 acres to 
grow hemp, Sullivan added.
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Abortion legal landscape
Illinois now ‘leans supportive,’ neighbors are ‘hostile’ in pro-choice group’s assessment

RESPECTING AIR FORCE’S WOMEN PILOTS

Ginny Narsete/Special to Daily Herald

Veteran Ginny Narsete of Lisle hopes to help organize the first all-female honor flight from Illinois. She enlisted in 1973 in the 
U.S. Air Force; this is a group shot taken after her basic training.

Vet hopes for female ‘honor flight’

BY JERRY NOWICKI
Capitol News Illinois 
Jnowicki@capitolnewsillinois.com

SPRINGFIELD – A 
new California law requir-
ing presidential candidates 
to release five years of tax 
returns to qualify for the 
state’s primary ballot is sim-
ilar to a measure an Illinois 
state senator called, “the 
most clearly unconstitu-
tional legislative proposal,” 
he ever voted on. 

According to the Asso-
ciated Press, the California 
law, which also applies to 
candidates for governor in 
the state, will face a likely 
legal challenge on U.S. Con-
stitutional grounds. 

That’s something Dale 
Righter, a Mattoon Re-
publican, predicted would 
happen when a similar bill 
passed the Illinois Senate 
on partisan lines earlier 
this year before stalling in a 
House committee.

Unlike the California law, 
Senate Bill 145, the Illinois 
bill sponsored by Demo-
cratic state Sen. Tony Mu-
noz, would have applied to 
general elections. All pres-
idential candidates would 
have had to release their 
previous five years of tax 
returns to be eligible for the 
ballot.

The Associated Press re-
ported that California’s state 
constitution prohibits the 
state from regulating access 
to a general election ballot. 

At the time of the Illinois 
debate, Righter cited two 
Supreme Court cases, Term 
Limits v. Thornton and 
Cook v. Gralike, which he 
believes set a precedent of 
unconstitutionality for bal-
lot qualification measures. 

Activists from the pro-
gressive advocacy group 
Indivisible Chicago dis-
agreed at a March hearing 
of the bill, reading from a 
statement made by Harvard 
Constitutional law scholar 
Lawrence Tribe, which said 
the mandated release of tax 
returns would not be un-
constitutional.

The Illinois bill also did 
not apply to candidates for 
governor or other constitu-
tional officers. 

Munoz’s office said the 
Chicago Democrat was un-
sure why the bill stalled in 
the house, but he was willing 
to expand the bill to include 
other elected officials if he 
calls it again in the future.  

Illinois 
counterpart  
to California 
bill failed 

BY REBECCA ANZEL
ranzel@capitolnewsillinois.com

SPRINGFIELD — Illi-
nois was designated a state 
that leans supportive — one 
step more protective than 
neutral — toward abortion 
access by a national research 
group that supports repro-
ductive rights.

The categorization comes 
after Democratic Gov. J.B. 
Pritzker signed into law a 
measure enshrining access 
to reproductive health care a 
fundamental right on June 12. 

The Guttmacher Institute 
analyzed six types of restric-
tive abortion policies and six 
types of protective ones in 
each state and classified them 
on a scale ranging from very 
hostile to very supportive.

Before this legislative ses-
sion, Illinois was designated 
a middle-ground state. A bill 
from former Republican Gov. 
Bruce Rauner’s tenure allows 
taxpayer dollars to be used 
for abortions, and a series 
of attorney general opinions 
clarified advanced practice 
clinicians could prescribe 
abortion medications.

With the Reproductive 

Health Act, sponsored in the 
House by Chicago Democrat 
Kelly Cassidy and in the Sen-
ate by Grayslake Democrat 
Melinda Bush, Illinois has a 
state law enshrining access to 
the procedure and mandating 
private insurance companies 
that cover pregnancy-related 
benefits to cover abortion as 
well. That brought the Land 
of Lincoln’s categorization to 
leans supportive.

“In a devil’s advocate role, 
most of what we did with the 
RHA is remove bad things. 
In reality, 99 percent of what 
we did is take away poten-
tial pitfalls,” Cassidy said. “I 
guess it makes a little more 
sense through that lens, but I 

would’ve expected, between 
House Bill 40 and the RHA, 
that we would appear a lit-
tle more favorable than just 
‘leans supportive.’”

Bush added that by pass-
ing the act, the state became 
a beacon for women’s health 
care rights.

The states neighboring Illi-
nois — including Wisconsin, 
Iowa, Missouri, Kentucky and 
Indiana — each received a 
varying designation of hostile 
abortion policies.

Elizabeth Nash, the In-
stitute’s senior states issues 
manager, said there are a few 
actions the General Assembly 
could take to improve Illinois’ 
classification. 

Democrats Elgie Sims, a 
senator from Chicago, and 
Emanuel “Chris” Welch, a 
representative from Hillside, 
are already working on one 
action — repealing the Paren-
tal Notification of Abortion 
Act.  

The law, which mandates 
those under 18 consult their 
parents two days before get-
ting an abortion procedure, is 
the only restriction the Gutt-
macher Institute tracks that 
Illinois has on the books.

Sims and Welch introduced 
legislation striking the act 
from law earlier this year. Ef-
forts to advance Senate Bill 
1594 and House Bill 2467 will 
resume either in late October 
when lawmakers are back in 
the Statehouse for veto ses-
sion or in January for the next 
regular session of the General 
Assembly, Welch said. 

Striking the Parental No-
tification of Abortion Act 
from statute is important, the 
sponsors added, because it is 
an obstacle to abortion access 
for minors. 

“I think the repeal is, quite 
frankly, going to be a difficult 
discussion, and I’ve had many 

of them,” Sims said. “If we 
are going to make Illinois the 
strongest state in the union 
that it can be, then we have 
to have these legitimate pol-
icy-based discussions about 
what our laws look like, par-
ticularly as they are related to 
health care discussions.” 

To further improve the 
state’s designation, Nash said 
the Legislature could also 
consider adding a protection 
for access to abortion to Il-
linois’ constitution and pass 
a law safeguarding access to 
abortion clinics. 

“This isn’t a slam on the law 
at all. It’s just that there re-
mains more to do in Illinois,” 
Nash said. 

Brigid Leahy, senior di-
rector for public policy for 
Planned Parenthood of Illi-
nois, said the Institute’s crite-
ria serve as motivation for ad-
vocates and legislators to keep 
plugging away.

“I’m glad they have high 
standards. We should hold 
ourselves to that and strive 
to meet them,” she said. “We 
know there is still more work 
to be done to improve the sta-
tus of our state.”

BY ELENA FERRARIN
Daily Herald

LISLE, Ill. (AP) — Veteran Virginia 
"Ginny" Narsete has an ambitious goal: 
help organize the first all-female veter-
an honor flight from Illinois to the na-
tion's capital.

Back in her day, it was rare for women 
to meet others like them, said Narsete, 
67, of Lisle, who enlisted in 1973 in the 
Air Force. She served five years of active 
service stateside and 25 years in public 
affairs for the Air Force Reserves. She 
retired as a master sergeant.

"Less than 2 percent of all service 
members were females when I was in 
the service. We were mostly clerks, typ-
ists and medical (personnel)," Narsete 
said. "A lot of these females might have 
had one or two others that we served 
with as far back as World War II and the 
Korean War."

"(The flight) is a bonding experience, 
to get us all back together again."

Narsete retired in May as chief of staff 
for the Illinois Department of Veterans' 
Affairs, where she served for less than 
a year. She also taught photography at 
Columbia College Chicago and retired 
as community involvement coordina-
tor and program manager for the Envi-
ronmental Protection Agency in Chica-
go, she said.

The idea for the all-female flight 
came after a discussion at the Naper-
ville chapter of the Daughters of the 
American Revolution, where she is 
an active member, Narsete said. The 
chapter discussed working with Honor 
Flight Chicago, which opened its first 
flight to Vietnam-era veterans June 5, 
she said.

"Then I thought, 'An all-female flight 
would be great,'" she said. "There are 
60,000 female veterans in the state of 
Illinois. I'm sure we can get 100 (for an 

honor flight)."
All-female honor flights are rare but 

not unheard of. The first one took off in 
2015 thanks to Honor Flight Tri-State, 
which covers southern Ohio, northern 
Kentucky and southeast Indiana. More 
followed suit from Ohio, Utah and 
Rhode Island.

Narsete said her vision is for the 
flight from Illinois to happen in March, 
which is women's history month, and 
include a visit to the Vietnam Women's 
Memorial in Washington.

Joe Lewnard/Daily Herald

This is the cap and uniform belonging to Ginny Narsete of Lisle, who was among 
200 military veterans honored during the state’s 200th birthday last year and 
is now working on putting together the state’s first all-female honor flight for 
veterans.

BY PETER HANCOCK
phancock@capitolnewsillinois.com

SPRINGFIELD – Driv-
ers in Illinois who injure 
roadside workers or fail to 
obey construction zone 
signals now face the pos-
sibility of enhanced fines, 
and even jail time.

Gov. J.B. Pritzker signed 
a package of bills Tuesday 
that he said are aimed at 
protecting law enforce-
ment, first responders and 
road workers.

Among them was Senate 
Bill 1862, which provides 
enhanced penalties for vi-
olations of “Scott’s Law,” 
a state law requiring mo-
torists to slow down and, 
if possible, change lanes 
when approaching a law 
enforcement vehicle or 
other emergency respond-
er that has pulled over on 
the side of the road.

“Since 2002, Scott’s Law 
has said that drivers ap-
proaching a vehicle with 
their hazard lights on must 
slow down and move over. 
This is not optional,” Pritz-
ker said in a statement an-
nouncing the bill signings. 
“This is how we keep our 
heroes and first responders 
as safe as possible in their 
line of work.”

The bill increases the 
minimum fine to $250 for 
a first violation of Scott’s 
Law, and to $750 for a sec-
ond violation. It also adds a 
$250 fee for any violation, 
with that money going into 
a new fund to pay for driver 
education materials.

In addition, the new 
law allows drivers to be 
charged with a class A mis-
demeanor, punishable by 
up to a year in jail, if the vi-
olation results in damage to 
another vehicle. For cases 
in which the violation re-
sults in the injury or death 
of another person, drivers 
can be charged with a Class 
4 felony, punishable by one 
to three years in prison.

The new law takes effect 
immediately.

So far in 2019, three Il-
linois State Police officers 
have been killed in traffic 
accidents on state high-
ways, including two inci-
dents that involved viola-
tions of Scott’s Law.

Trooper Christopher 
Lambert, 34, died Jan. 12 
when he was responding to 
an accident in the Chicago 
suburb of Northbrook and 
was struck by another driv-
er who failed to slow down 
or move over. 

Trooper Brooke 
Jones-Story, 34, was killed 
March 28 when she was 
struck by a tractor-trailer 
while she was conducting 
a traffic stop in Freeport, in 
northwest Illinois. 

And Trooper Gerald 
Wayne Ellis, 36, was killed 
March 30 when he collided 
with a wrong-way driver on 
Interstate 94 in Lake Coun-
ty.

Pritzker also signed Sen-
ate Bill 2038 establishing a 
20-member “Move Over 
Task Force” that will study 
the causes of Scott’s Law 
violations as well as ways 
to protect law enforcement 
and emergency responders 
on roadways.

Also signed by Pritzker 
was Senate Bill 1496, in-
creasing penalties for viola-
tions in construction zones. 
Under that law, which takes 
effect Jan. 1, drivers can be 
fined between $100 and 
$1,000 for disobeying traf-
fic-control devices within 
a designated highway con-
struction zone or mainte-
nance zone. It also increas-
es from $10,000 to $25,000 
the maximum fine for driv-
ers who violate the rules on 
entering a construction or 
maintenance zone when 
workers are present.

Pritzker 
bolsters up 
Scott’s Law 
with work 
zone bills 

BY PETER HANCOCK
phancock@capitolnewsillinois.com

SPRINGFIELD – Illinois 
residents who have had judg-
ments entered against them for 
consumer debts will soon start 
paying less interest on those 
debts, and collectors will have 
a shorter timeframe in which to 
collect on those debts.

That’s the result of a new law 
Gov. J.B. Pritzker signed Mon-

day. House Bill 88, known as 
the Consumer Fairness Act, re-
duces the interest rate charged 
on post-judgment debt of 
$25,000 or less to 5 percent, in-
stead of 9 percent. It also reduc-
es the time for collecting on a 
judgment to 17 years, instead 
of 26 years.

The new law takes effect Jan. 
1, 2020.

In a statement, Pritzker said 

the intent of the legislation is 
to relieve consumers from the 
burden of high-interest debt.

“Consumer debt is at an all-
time high across the United 
States, and there are millions 
of people, including too many 
Illinois families, who are strug-
gling under unconscionable 
circumstances,” he said. “To-
day, here in Illinois, we are giv-
ing real relief to those who are 

simply trying to pay off their 
debts, so they can end the cycle 
of debt they are trapped in.”

The bill was sponsored in 
the House by Rep. Will Guz-
zardi and in the Senate by Sen. 
Iris Martinez, both Chicago 
Democrats. It passed both 
chambers by unanimous votes 
without opposition from debt 
collectors or other financial in-
stitutions.

Bill aims at limiting high-interest consumer debt
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